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Rotary Club of Mordialloc Inc.     
Reg No A0011994G 
PO Box 289, Mentone Vic 3194 
E-mail: info@mordiallocrotary.org.au 
Website: http://mordiallocrotary.org.au 
 

 
Club meets at Woodlands Golf Club 
109 White Street Mordialloc   
Melways Map 87 H 11 
Tuesday 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 

Meeting 2186 

13 December 
2016 

District Governor 2016-17:  Carol Lawton                                                                             Assistant Governor: Ken Mirams  

THIS WEEK’S MEETING              
 
 

 
RI theme 2016-17 

 

Speaker: Ashley Briggs 

Topic: Chairman, Aviation Museum 

Chairman: Len Dawson 

Desk & Regalia: Kelly Banks, Don Van 

Fellowship: Jeff Needham 

Bulletin notes: Jill Brear 

 
Message from President David 
 
Dear Fellow Rotarians,   
 
“It is impossible to live without failing at something, 
unless you live so cautiously that you might as well not 
have lived at all - in which case you fail by default”.  
 
This quote attributed to J.K.Rowling gives us all 
permission to attempt so much. Our guest speaker 
Emily Pleece last week reminded me so much of that, 
when despite her disabilities she has already achieved 
so much, and she is only 15 years old!. Thank you 
Emily.  
 
As we come toward the end of 2016, it is natural to think 
back to all of our activities for the past six months and 
also look forward with optimism for the coming months 
of the Rotary Calendar. After the holiday break our 
Project Committee will be reminding us of the Gnome 
and Fairy Festival to be held next March followed 
closely by the annual District Conference. But first we 
have the festive season of Christmas and New Year to 
look forward to.   Next Tuesday December 20 is our club 
Christmas Dinner at Woodlands.  I do hope you can 
come. Sometimes with all the business of Rotary, 
fellowship with friends can be left out. I am hoping that 
our Christmas Dinner will help us have a time of 
enjoyable fellowship. 
 

 
 
 
 
Just a reminder to our Board members that we meet 
next Wednesday night, 14 December, for our final Board 
Meeting of the year 
 
It has been a very busy first half of the Rotary year and 
no doubt the second half will be equally busy as we 
continue to uphold the Rotary theme for 2016-17:  
Rotary Serving Humanity 
 
 
Yours in Rotary 
  
David  
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 Club Meeting No 2185 – 6 December at 
Woodlands Golf Club, Mordialloc.  
 
Attendance: 18 members,  2 guest 
 
Apologies: Barry Donaldson, Jill Brear, Kelly Banks, 
Jack Pyziakos, Brian Schauer  
 
Guests: Emily Pleece (speaker), Julianne Vermeend 
 
Sickness: Barry Donaldson is recovering at home 
after a recent car accident.  
 
Len Brear is having eye surgery so Jill was absent 
 
Travellers returned: Jack and Glenyse Cooper from 
Norfolk Island 
 
President’s Announcements 
President David opened the meeting, welcomed all 
present and announced: 
 

 David had spoken with Barry Donaldson who is on 

the mend. 

 Thanks to those members who assisted at the 

lunch for people who live alone the previous day. 

The event went very well and all participants 

appreciated the excellent meal and service 

provided at Woodlands Golf Club 

 Thanks also to Len Dawson and Brian Foley who 

helped with the Christmas barbeque held at 

Kingston Gardens earlier that day. 

 Following the excellent result, first and second, of 

our candidates in the Rotary 4-Way-Test Speech 

contest, we will invite the students to the club in the 

New Year and when Jill is available 

 A district welcome home dinner will be held for 

returning Youth Exchange Student Ally Steele, and 

other students, on 3 March next 

 The club board will meet on Wednesday 14 

December at David’s house 

Brian Foley chaired the reminder of the meeting.  
 
Director and members announcements 
Brian Foley (community) thanked those who assisted 
at the annual “lunch for people who live alone” held at 
Woodlands Golf Club on Monday 5 December. As 
mentioned by President David, the day went very well. 
Brian also reported briefly on the Christmas lunch held 
that day at the Salvos Kingston Gardens Centre.  
 
Consideration is also being given to assist the 
Fareshare organisation develop its new market garden 
development at Moorabbin Airport. 
 
Jack Cooper reminded all those intending to attend the 
district conference at Geelong in March, to telephone 
the hotel as soon as possible to confirm their 
booking.  The hotel is Quality Hotel Bayside Geelong, 
telephone: 03 52447700. 

 
President David announced that the club Christmas 
Dinner will be held at Woodlands golf Club on Tuesday 20 
December, 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm start. The cost will be 
$35 per head for a traditional two-course Christmas 
dinner with drinks at bar prices. A flyer giving details is 
attached to this bulletin.  Kay’s choir will be guest artists. 
Please indicate acceptance to Brian Foley by 16 
December 
 
Paul Taranto ran the weekly Foundation raffle that raised 
$49 with Jack Cooper and Len Dawson the winners.  
 
Sergeant-at-Arms 
Sergeant for the night was Cliff Riley in the absence of 
Jack Pyziakos. Cliff ran a short quiz session on towns 
around Victoria some of which were little known to many 
of us.  Len Dawson announced that he has purchased a 
new house in Langwarrin. 
 
Speaker: Emily Pleece “Space Camp 2016 Alabama, 
USA” 
Emily is a student at Parkdale Secondary College where 
she has just completed Year 9. She is partially sighted 
and has some other learning difficulties.  
 
In September 2016, Emily attended a one-week live-in 
course at a NASA space facility in Alabama USA that was 
especially designed for partially sighted students from 
around the world.  Our club provided financial support for 
Emily to attend the course while the balance of the total 
cost of some $9000 came through family and friends and 
various fund raising events. 
 
There were some 200 students from over 20 countries in 
attendance some from Australia, New Zealand and 
various European countries. The great majority of 
participants were from across United States. The 
Victorian contingent consisted of six students and two 
chaperones organised through the State Vision 
Resources Centre. 
 
Emily described how the students were housed in an area 
known as “the Habitat” that simulated living conditions of 
a space training session. They underwent activities that 
were similar to those of astronauts in training including 
pilot simulation, low gravity environment and a multi-axis 
training apparatus.  
 
During the course, Emily celebrated her fifteenth birthday 
and many students helped her celebrate with a large 
cake. Emily also commented on the abundant food 
provided that was nearly all fried and washed down with 
plenty of soft drink. 
 
Emily thanked the club for supporting her to undertake the 
Space Camp experience. It has helped her gain in self-
confidence and given her some firm ideas for her future 
study and career possibilities. Emily is already planning to 
attend the advanced course at the end of 2018. Emily’s 
mother, Julianne, also thanked the club and commented 
on the positive impact the course has produced for Emily. 
 
Kay Gordon proposed the thanks 
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Other Announcements 

Apologies for non- attendance  
Apologies for meeting absences should be directed to 
David Brunt by telephone or text to 0418526140 no 
later than 2.00 pm on Monday. Names of any guests 
can also be advised at this time. 

------------------- 
The Lighter Side of the Christmas Season 

 
What is the best Christmas present in the world? 
A broken drum, you just can't beat it! 

 
What did Adam say to his wife on the day before 
Christmas? 
It's Christmas, Eve! 
 
Why is it getting harder to buy Advent calendars? 
Because their days are numbered! 
 
What do you call Santa’s helpers? 
Subordinate Clauses. 
 
What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck?  
A Christmas Quacker 
 

 
 

What else? 
While working as a mall Santa, I had many children ask 
for electric trains.  "If you get a train," I would tell each 
one, "you know your dad is going to want to play with it 
too.  Is that OK?" 
 
The usual answer was a quick yes, but after I asked one 
boy this question, he became very quiet. Trying to move 
the conversation along, I asked what else he would like 
Santa to bring him. 
 
He promptly replied, "Another train." 

SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS 

Please note the following dates and events in your 
diary. It is important that all members support the club in 
these activities. 

14 Dec (Wed) Board Meeting at Brunt house.  
7.30 pm 

20 Dec (Tues) Club Christmas Dinner, Woodlands 
Golf Club – details to come 

10 January 
2017 

BBQ picnic and sports night 
Sandringham Croquet Club 4 to 8 pm 

19 March 
(Sun) 

Gnome and Fairy Festival, Peter 
Scullin Reserve 10 am to 4 pm 

31 Mar to 2 
April 2017 

District 9810 Conference. “The Pier”, 
Geelong. Further details to come 

21 April (Fri) Interplast Golf Day, Woodlands Golf 
Club 

 
Members on Leave 
Russ Hellier – to end December 
If you plan to be absent for three weeks or longer, 
please request leave of absence through the secretary. 

------------------ 
Bayside Kingston Prostate Cancer Support Group 

WWHHEENN:: First Monday of each month 

TTIIMMEE::  9.30 to 11.30am 

WWHHEERREE:: Mentone RSL 
                          Palermo Street, Mentone 
  Melways Map 87 A8 
Wives and Partners welcome, bookings not required 
For further information contact Bob Wilson 9589 4282  

--------------------- 
Used Spectacles for Taveuni Eye Project, Fiji 

Anyone with spectacles, including sunglasses that are 
no longer in use is asked to donate them to the Taveuni 
Eye Project in Fiji being conducted by the Rotary Clubs 
of Boronia and Nunawading. The spectacles can be 
delivered to Jill Brear. 

-------------------- 
Wheelchairs for Kids 

Please remember to put $2 in the box on each table 
each week to go to the “Wheelchairs for Kids” program. 
Every $150 contributed gives one child the freedom of 
mobility and also liberates a carer.  

-------------------------- 
Where Other Clubs Meet 

This information is available via the club website via the 
following link: 
http://mordiallocrotary.org.au/about-rotary/where-other-
clubs-meet/ 

-------------- 

Coin Collection for UNICEF 
Please bring any spare foreign currency and place in 
the jar at the registration desk. Notes and coin for all 
countries are welcome including superseded ones. 

---------------- 
Rotary Australia World Community Service 
(RAWCS) New Zealand Earthquake Appeal 

The link to the donation site is: 
https://donations.rawcs.com.au/Default.aspx?ProjectNo

=32&YearRegistered=2016-17 
 

 
  

http://mordiallocrotary.org.au/about-rotary/where-other-clubs-meet/
http://mordiallocrotary.org.au/about-rotary/where-other-clubs-meet/
https://donations.rawcs.com.au/Default.aspx?ProjectNo=32&YearRegistered=2016-17
https://donations.rawcs.com.au/Default.aspx?ProjectNo=32&YearRegistered=2016-17
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Forthcoming Meeting Program & Rosters  
The Object of Rotary 

 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and 
foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy 
enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and 
foster: 
 
FIRST. The development of acquaintance as 
an opportunity for service; 
 
SECOND. High ethical standards in business 
and professions, the recognition of the 
worthiness of all useful occupations, and the 
dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an 
opportunity to serve society; 
 
THIRD. The application of the ideal of service 
in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and 
community life; 
 
FOURTH. The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service.  

 

-------------- 
 

The Rotary Four-Way-Test 
 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL and 

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 
concerned?" 

 

 

---------- 

 

Next meeting.........      Partners’ Night 

Date: 20 December 

 

 

Annual Christmas Dinner 
Woodlands Golf Club 

6.30 for 7.00 pm 
 

No Meetings 27 December, 3 January 

And the next....    Partners’ Night 

Date: 10 January 

 
Sports Night and Picnic, Sandringham Croquet Club 
Foreshore Reserve, Beach Road, Sandringham (opposite Abbott 
Street)  - Melways Map 76 F 
4.00 pm – 8 pm 
BYO food and drink.  Tables and chairs, cutlery etc provided 
BBQ facilities are available 
All croquet equipment is supplied. 
Please wear flat soled shoes – sneakers or joggers are ideal. 
Cost: $20 per head 
Please advise Brian Foley if you wish to attend. 

 

  

TOASTS 

Australia: 
 
Please charge your glasses and assist me in toasting our  
Great country, Australia.  (Pause) to our country: Australia. 
 
Rotary International: 
 
Please drink a toast to our organisation: Rotary 
International, (pause) Rotary International. 
 
ROTARY INVOCATION: 
 
For good food, for good fellowship and the opportunity for 
service through Rotary, We give thanks. 
 

 

 
 


