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Rotary Club of Mordialloc Inc.     
Reg No A0011994G 
PO Box 289, Mentone Vic 3194 
E-mail: info@mordiallocrotary.org.au 
Website: http://mordiallocrotary.org.au 
 

 
Club meets at Woodlands Golf Club 
109 White Street Mordialloc   
Melways Map 87 H 11 
Tuesday 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 

 
Meeting 2243 

20 March  
2018 

District Governor 2017-18:  Malcolm Chiverton                                                                    Assistant Governor: Ken Mirams  

THIS WEEK’S MEETING           
 

 
RI theme 2017-18 

 

Speaker: Peter Degorski 

Topic: Why are Brains and Thunderstorms the Same But a Little 
Different 

Chairman: Brian Foley 

Desk & Regalia: Don Van, David Brunt 

Fellowship: Jack Cooper 

Bulletin notes: Glenyse Cooper 

 
Message from President Paul Taranto 
Hello everyone and welcome to our thirty fourth meeting 
for the 2017-2018 year.  I am writing this Sunday 
afternoon after our Gnome and Fairy Festival. What a 
day. For some it will have been a disappointing day as 
Melbourne’s weather conspired to have us close down 
the Festival earlier than we would have liked. I know it 
was disappointing for many families that turned up early 
in the afternoon. Hopefully some words of explanation 
and the consolation of some chocolate Easter eggs 
eased their disappointment. I tend to look at the positive 
side of things and here are some of the positives I took 
from the day. 
 
First of all the Club and the Gnome and fairy Festival 
committee did a superb job in organizing the event. All 
the things that we had control over went well. The work 
done by Jack Cooper and his helpers on the Friday 
along with the assistance from Parkdale Secondary 
College meant the site was well laid out and everyone 
knew where to go when they arrived Sunday morning.  
 
Second our Club is blessed with so many active 
members and friends of members and friends of the 
Club. There were so many hands there Sunday morning 
to help direct stall holders, erect tents, erect a main 
stage, put up bunting and signs. The Festival was 
certainly ready to go as light dawned. 
 

 
Unfortunately, the one thing we could not control was 
the weather and eventually the high winds meant the 
Festival could not proceed safely. The many hands were 
still there though to hold down the tents as the squalls 
passed through. It was not surprisingly that many of the 
stallholders concluded that they could not stay on in the 
conditions. 
 
Third those participants that did hold out did provide joy 
to the intrepid public that came before lunchtime. Special 
mention has to go to the Southern Stars Band, the 
Elizabeth Murdoch Animal farm and our own club legend 
Jack and his helpers on the egg and bacon and sausage 
sizzle BBQ. It was fantastic that we had a number of 
children come with their entries for the coloring in 
competition. We gave out all the prizes and any child 
that came with a completed entry was given a handful of 
Easter eggs.    
 
Lastly I was impressed at how well the Gnome and Fairy 
Festival has become a part of the life of the people of 
our community. Despite the inclement weather, as soon 
as there was a break there were the families and 
children. I received a number of phone calls asking me if 
the Festival would be going ahead and even after the 
decision was made to finish early and the last remnants 
were being packed away still parents and children 
arrived.  

Continued P 2 
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President’s message continued from Page 1 
 

Although the weather prevented us from staging a 
complete Festival, it has had much more severe 
consequences for Victorians in the South West of the 
state with devastating bushfires destroying many 
homes.  
 
I leave members with the thought this week that it is 
not what happens that matters but how you deal with 
it. A fine example of someone who dealt with a 
debilitating turn of events was the theoretical physicist 
Stephen Hawking. If you have not seen the film on his 
early life “The Theory of Everything” then I recommend 
it to you. His passing in the last week has seen us lose 
one of the great minds of our time. 
 

 
 
Thank you to club members for what they have done 
and continue to do each day in Making a Difference. 
 
Yours in Rotary 
 
Paul 

---------------------- 

 
 

It was all hands on deck to secure the tent as the rain pelted 
down and wind blew. Kathy kept selling egg and bacon rolls 

----------------- 
Club Meeting No 2242 – 13 March at Woodlands 
Golf Club, Mordialloc.  
 
Attendance: 14 members, 2 guests 
 
Apologies: Rob Goode, Damian West, David Brunt, 
Jeff Needham. 
 

 
Guests: Sarah Wich, exchange student, Helen Foley 
 
Make-Ups: Brian Foley (District Foundation Committee) 
 
Illness: Rob Goode’s infection has now cleared and he 
returned home late last week.  
 
Geoff Hillard had successful bowel surgery last Friday. 
Kay reports that he is recovering and is cheerful. 
 
Traveller: Carol Quayle has sent some messages from 
Vietnam where she is working hard and also eating well. 
 
President Announcements 
President Paul Taranto welcomed members and guests 
and announced the following: 

 A further supply of club posters is available for 

distribution to local shops 

 Sunday is the big day for the Gnome and Fairy 

Festival and requires maximum effort. Members are 

welcome back at the Taranto house after the event for 

food and drinks. Concern was expressed for the 

predicted high temperature. (In the event, wind and 

rain were the major problem).  

 Peter Degorski, a former NYSF participant, is our 

speaker next week. 

Sylvio Tang  chaired the remainder of the meeting  
 
Director and Member Announcements 
 
Brian Foley (Community) advised that he would be 
visiting Doveton Secondary College in the coming week 
to see progress on the student project to build a shelter 
shed funded by our club. 
 
Paul advised that the NYSF cycle has commenced for 
2018-19 with student registration now open on the NYSF 
website. Club interviews are preferably carried out in the 
month of May before a selection is made.  
 
Jill Brear expressed thanks of Fareshare for the 
continuing support by our club  
 
The weekly raffle raised $35 with the winners being Cliff 
and Jack Cooper. 
 
Sergeant-at-Arms 
Acting Sergeant Jack Pyziakos ran a short session 
featuring politics, Kentucky fried chicken and the Pyziakos 
rugby dynasty where Jack, his son and grandsons have 
all played for the same club. In other sporting news, 
Tottenham won, Parkdale United Cricket Club teams are 
doing well and the Aussies lost the recent test cricket 
match in South Africa. 
 
It was also Helen Foley’s birthday so Brian paid up for 
taking her to dinner - at a Rotary meeting.  
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Speaker: Cliff Riley “The Rotarian behind the 
badge” 
Cliff is aged 91 and has had a total career in Rotary of 
some 40 years. This was the first time he had been 
invited to speak about “the Rotarian behind the badge”. 
He had joined Rotary to help change the lives of people, 
young and old. Many of his ideas for helping people 
date back to experiences in his early life. 
 
Cliff considers himself to very lucky. He enjoys good 
health and still takes no medication. He has four 
children, 10 grandchildren (7 of whom are university 
graduates) and two great-grandchildren.   
 
He was born at Stawell in 1927 and the family moved to 
Ararat in the mid-1930s where his father set up the 
Mount Pleasant Special School. By now the Great 
Depression had set in and Cliff recalls many people, 
such as “swaggies” knocking on the door seeking help 
and handouts. When he was aged 10, Polio, then 
known as Infantile Paralysis, arrived in Australia and 
affected many children. Life was very personal in a 
country town. 
 
Cliff attended Stawell High School where the majority of 
students were girls because most boys went to the 
technical school. He remembers the outbreak of World 
War 2 and speeches by Churchill and Menzies at the 
time. The war had little affect for the first two years but 
after that it became serious. There was a shortage of 
skilled teachers, particularly in mathematics, and the 
war affected most families. It was very hard on parents 
with sons in the military. Cliff had a cousin severely 
wounded at Kokoda and another cousin was never the 
same when he returned from the war. 
 
At age 16, Cliff left school, passed the public service 
examination and joined the State Rivers and Water 
Supply as a clerk in the small town of Murtoa. He then 
moved to Melbourne and joined the Navy where he 
served for two years including a year in the waters of 
Northern Australia.  
 
Post-war, Cliff returned to study and undertook a rehab 
study course at Mildura together with many other ex-
servicemen. He played football and cricket and also 
then resumed work with the State Rivers as an 
engineering draftsman. He also enrolled in a part-time 
engineering course at RMIT which he completed in 
1958. The following year, Cliff was posted as assistant 
engineer to the Cohuna irrigation office for 4 years 
followed by 4 years as officer in charge. Although Cliff 
enjoyed life in the country town, conditions were 
sometimes tough for him at Cohuna where he “upset the 
applecart” by enforcing standards for system operation 
including proper measurement of water. This upset 
some of the locals and politicians got involved. 
 
Cliff moved to the Shepparton district office which was a 
completely different environment with a large multi-racial 
community. He was later promoted to senior positions in 
the Melbourne head office and retired as manager of the 
State Rivers areas in southern Victoria. 

Continued right column 

 SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS 

Please note the following dates and events in your 
diary. It is important that all members support the club in 
these activities. 

21 March 
(Wed) 

Board meeting – Taranto house 7.30 
pm 

2 April (Easter 
Mon) 

Bunnings Mentone sausage sizzle 
8 am to 4 pm 

6 April (Fri) Interplast Golf Day, Woodlands Golf 
Club 

16 April (Mon) Dr Kathleen McGuire song project 
recording session. Abbotsford 
Convent.  

20 May (Sun) District 9810 Training Assembly. 
Details to come. 

2 June (Sat) District 9810 Changeover. 
Southern Golf Club. Details to come 

15-17 
February 2019 

Victorian Multi-District Conference 
Melbourne Convention Centre 

 
Members on Leave 
Kelly Banks  - 16 January to 20 March 
Carol Quayle – 3 to 20 March 
Ernie Williams – 12 March to 3 April 
Trina Williams - 12 March to 3 April 
Kay Gordon – 13 to 27 March 
 
If you plan to be absent for three weeks or longer, 
please request leave of absence through the secretary. 

------------------ 
Bayside Kingston Prostate Cancer Support Group 

WWHHEENN:: First Monday of each month 

TTIIMMEE::  9.30 to 11.30am 

WWHHEERREE:: Mentone RSL 
                          Palermo Street, Mentone 
  Melways Map 87 A8 
Wives and Partners welcome, bookings not required 
For further information contact Bob Wilson 9589 4282  

--------------------- 
Apologies for non- attendance  
Apologies for meeting absences should be advised to 
David Brunt. These can be by telephone or text to  
0418526140 no later than 1.00 pm on Monday before 
the meeting. Names of any guests can also be advised 
at this time.  

-------------------- 
Wheelchairs for Kids 

Please remember to put $2 in the box on each table 
each week to go to the “Wheelchairs for Kids” program. 
Every $150 contributed gives one child the freedom of 
mobility and also liberates a carer 

----------------------------------- 
Cliff Riley (cont) 

In commenting on his sporting career, Cliff said all 
school sport except cricket was suspended during the 
war years. He bought his first pair of football boots, and 
played his first match, in Mildura at age 21. Back in 
Melbourne, he joined University Blacks and then St 
Kilda where he played as back pocket and rover. He left 
football for studies. 
 
Brian Foley proposed the thanks 
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 Forthcoming Meeting Program & Rosters  
The Object of Rotary 

 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and 
foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy 
enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and 
foster: 
 
FIRST. The development of acquaintance as 
an opportunity for service; 
 
SECOND. High ethical standards in business 
and professions, the recognition of the 
worthiness of all useful occupations, and the 
dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an 
opportunity to serve society; 
 
THIRD. The application of the ideal of service 
in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and 
community life; 
 
FOURTH. The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service.  

 

-------------- 
 

The Rotary Four-Way-Test 
 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL and 

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 
concerned?" 

 

 

---------- 

 

Next Meeting      

Date: 27 March 

Speaker: Mike Brooks 

Topic: A Hockey Tragic 

Chairman: Jack Pyziakos 

Desk & Regalia: Don Butler, David Brunt 

Fellowship: Jeff Needham 

Bulletin notes: Carol Quayle 

And the next.....................  

Date: 3 April 

Speaker: Lynne Davine 

Topic: Aims, Objectives and Achievements of Inner 
Wheel 

Chairman: Carol Quayle 

Desk & Regalia: Barry Donaldson, Don Van 

Fellowship: Brian Foley 

Bulletin notes: Jill Brear 

And the next..................... 

Date: 10 April 

Speaker: Cathryn Turnbull 

Topic: A Teachers Life in Rangoon, Burma 

Chairman: Len Dawson 

Desk & Regalia: Don Butler, David Brunt 

Fellowship: Trina Williams 

Bulletin notes: Kelly Banks 

   

TOASTS 

Australia: 
 
Please charge your glasses and assist me in toasting our  
Great country, Australia.  (Pause) to our country: Australia. 
 
Rotary International: 
 
Please drink a toast to our organisation: Rotary 
International, (pause) Rotary International. 
 
ROTARY INVOCATION: 
 
For good food, for good fellowship and the opportunity for 
service through Rotary, We give thanks. 
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