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Rotary Club of Mordialloc Inc.     
Reg No A0011994G 
PO Box 289, Mentone Vic 3194 
E-mail: info@mordiallocrotary.org.au 
Website: http://mordiallocrotary.org.au 
 

 
Club meets at Woodlands Golf Club 
109 White Street Mordialloc   
Melways Map 87 H 11 
Tuesday 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 

 
Meeting 2286 
19 February  

2019 

District Governor 2018-19:  Russell Gurney                                                                       Assistant Governor: Kathy Monley  

THIS WEEK’S MEETING  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RI theme 2018-19 

Speaker: Greg King 

Topic: Vocational programs 

Chairman: Paul Taranto 

Desk & Regalia: David Brunt, Don Van 

Fellowship: Ernie Williams 

Bulletin Notes: Jill Brear 

Sergeant at Arms: Brian Foley 

 
Message from President Jack Pyziakos 
Last week we saw the ultimate in sportsmanship. 
Gabrielle was playing hockey and it was the last game 
of the season.  Everyone wanted Gabby to score a goal 
in her last game. So, when in front of the goal, even the 
opposition players were helping and advising and 
passing the ball in a way for her to score a goal.   But 
the goalie was just too good.  Throughout the 
tournament, the players of all teams helped out by 
supplying a player when the opposition team was a 
player short.  They were always giving a helping hand, 
encouraging, teaching and mentoring all the players 
across all ages.   

 
Our meeting last week showcased the younger 
generation and what they have done with the help of 
Rotary in their drive to experience and learn new 
things.  Nicola Brooks talked about her 12 months of 
Rotary youth exchange in France: the many things she 
was exposed to, the many countries it enabled her to 
visit, the host families she met and the wide group of 
new friends she made among other Rotary exchange 
students and local French people. It amazes me just 
how much these young adults fit into 12 months. I have 
to congratulate Nicola on her presentation. Well done. 
 
Zahra Mackenzie, the student we sponsored to this 
year’s National Youth Science Forum, gave us an 
insight into her time with other science forum students in 
Brisbane. 
 

 
 
Zahra explained how privileged she felt meeting people 
from the science world and how wonderful it was that 
these people gave their time to talk to and help the 
students crystallise their thoughts on which stream of 
science they wanted to follow.  Zahra also deserves 
congratulations on her preparation and presentation. 
 
Both Zahra and Nicola thanked Mordialloc Rotary, all the 
host families and friends of Rotary and the Rotary 

exchange club for their help and guidance. 
 
Sergeant Barry Donaldson was a terrific sergeant giving 
us lots of curly questions. 
 
I am writing this week’s message before going to the 
Multi-District Conference. I look forward to what it has to 
offer and what I can take away to expand my knowledge 
of Rotary.   
 
Carol has now travelled to Vietnam for two weeks as a 
volunteer on the nursing education project. We wish her 
a wonderful and safe trip.  
 
I remind you to think about those around you who need 
some help or would welcome a call or a chat over 
coffee.  Welcome all and support all. 
 
 

Continued P 2 
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President’s message cont. 

 
“The more choices you have the more your values 
matter”  - Michael Schrage 
 
Jack Pyziakos 
President  
 “Be The Inspiration” 

------------------- 
 

Club Meeting No 2285 – 12 February at Woodlands 
Golf Club, Mordialloc 
 
Attendance: 13 members, 6 guests.  
 
Apologies: Graeme Bruce, Jill Brear, Trina Williams 
 
Visitors: Exchange student Gabrielle de Bonnieres, 
Nicola Brooks, Ann McWilliam, Mike Brooks, Zahra 
Mackenzie, Gabrielle Mackenzie 
  
Sickness: Margaret Butler has been in Cabrini Hospital 
followed by time in rehabilitation. She came home last 
Thursday and is recovering slowly. Don’s daughters 
have been visiting from interstate to help Don. 

----------------------- 
President’s Announcements: 
President Jack Pyziakos welcomed all to the meeting 
and gave the following announcements: 
 

 The Multi-District Conference is being held this 

weekend at the Melbourne Convention Centre 

 The welcome home dinner for returning exchange 

students will be held on Friday 1 March at Mulgrave 

Country Club. 

Carol Quayle chaired the remainder of the meeting. 
 
Director and member announcements 
 
David Brunt (Community) advised that all participants in 
the reading program at Mordialloc Primary School 
require to hold the Working with Children Check 
Certificate 
 
David and Ernie were sorting through the Rotary 
storage cupboard at Woodlands and found some items 
that are surplus or no longer needed. Members are 
welcome to take any such items. 
 
Don Van presented a bracelet of aboriginal origin to 
Gabrielle as a memento of her time in Australia. 
 
Jack Cooper advised that the committee organising the 
Gnome and Fairy Festival had met that day. Everything 
is on track. 
 
Kathy Thompson was busy selling raffle tickets to 
support Gaby’s Swag Bed project. Tickets are also 
being sold at the Multi-District conference this weekend. 
 
Weekly Raffle 
Paul’s weekly raffle raised $29 with George and Kathy 
as winners. The wheel chair collection raised $21. 
 
 

 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Barry Donaldson was sergeant for the night and kept 
our brains busy with a number of questions relating to 
osteopaths, the Banking Royal Commission, prime 
numbers and “zip” lanes on the road. Sporting questions 
related mainly to the recent Victorian Open Golf. 

Guest Speaker 1 – Zahra Mackenzie “National Youth 
Science Forum” 

Zahra is a year 12 student at Mentone Girls Secondary 
College and was sponsored by our club to attend a two-
week session of NYSF held in Brisbane in January. 

Zahra was in the Engineering and Physics team and 
visited a number of facilities including: 

 A Defence Department factory involved in helicopter 
repair and maintenance 

 A Cochlear Ear Implant facility 

 The University of Queensland micro-biotic 
department 

 A medical facility manufacturing stents to repair 
aneurisms in arteries 

During the seminar, Zahra met many amazing 
professionals and students from all around Australia and 
made many new friends of her own age.  

In addition to the science related visits and 
presentations, there were many social events where 
students mingled and met each other informally. Her 
favourite of these was home hospitality for a dinner 
hosted by a Brisbane-based Rotarian and his wife. 

One of the main benefits of NYSF is to allow students to 
talk directly, “one on one” with specialist professionals. 
In this regard, Zahra met with environmental scientists 
and another one dealing with mental health.  

NYSF also made her move out of her comfort zone by 
meeting such a wide range of capable people. Since 
returning from NYSF, she has met up with other 
Melbourne-based students 

Zahra thanked Mordialloc Rotary for sponsoring her to 
attend NYSF. It has helped her decide on a future 
career path in psychiatry. 

Guest speaker 2 - Nicolas Brooks “Rotary Youth 
Exchange in France” 

Nicola is a Year 11 student at Shelford Girls Grammar in 
Caulfield. She was sponsored by our club to undertake 
a 12-month exchange from January 2018 to January 
2019 in Lille, Northern France. Nicola was hosted by the 
Rotary Club of Lille Vauban in District 1520. 

Lille is a city of 223,000 situated three hours north of 
Paris close to the border with Belgium.  

Nicola was hosted by four different families and found 
all of them wonderful hosts and she had a very 
enjoyable time with them. There were 55 other 
exchange students from around the world in District 
1520 and eight in her school where they had French 
lessons each week. 
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Nicola Brooks cont. 

 
Some of the many activities that Nicola undertook 
apart from school were: 

 Visits to  Belgium for Art and Light Festivals 

 Seeing snow up close and skiing for two weeks 

 Dress ups by exchange students in national 

costumes 

 Raising money for charity by cooking 

 Undertaking a tour to London and seeing many 

highlights such as Buckingham Palace, Soho, 

Madame Tussard’s Museum and a performance of 

the “Lion King.” 

 A visit to Paris at Easter and visiting the Champs 

Elysees and The Louvre 

 The Rotary Exchange Euro Tour of seven countries 

over 11 days and comprising students from five 

French districts. 

 Attending an ANZAC Day service at Dunkirk 

 Attending a long church service on Christmas Eve. 

 Visiting Disneyland in Paris 

Nicola also played hockey in France although it was of 
lower standard than she played in Melbourne.  
 
Nicola illustrated her address with many photographs 
taken during the exchange covering host families, 
other youth exchange students and the many 
highlights seen in her travels. 
 
At the end of the exchange, Nicola had farewell meals 
with all of her host families. She concluded by 
thanking Rotary for sponsoring her to undertake the 
exchange, for preparing her in the lead up and for 
supporting her while she was overseas. 
 
Kathy Thompson proposed the thanks to both Zahra 
and Nicola for their excellent presentations. 

------------ 
On the Lighter Side 

 

 

 SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS 

Please note the following dates and events in your diary. 
It is important that all members support the club in these 
activities. 

18 Mar (Mon) Board meeting. Pyziakos house. 
 7.30 pm 

1 Mar (Fri) Welcome home dinner for returning 
young exchange students. Mulgrave 
Country Club. Further details to come 

17 March (Sun) Gnome & Fairy Festival 
George Woods Reserve, Mordialloc 

23 March (Sat) Swag Afternoon Tea 2 pm to 4.30 pm 
38 Marriott Street, Parkdale 
 

5 April (Fri) Interplast Golf Day at Woodlands Golf 
Club 

22 April (Mon) Bunnings sausage sizzle 8 am to 4 pm 

Future dates for Bunnings sausage sizzles. All Fridays: 
21 June, 19 July, 16 August, 20 September, 18 October, 
15 November, 20 December 

 
Members on Leave 
Kay Gordon: 19 December to 5 March 2019 

Di Taranto:  17 January to 6 March 

 

If you plan to be absent for three weeks or longer, please 
request leave of absence through the secretary. 

------------------ 

Other announcements: 

Apologies for non- attendance 
Apologies for meeting absences should be advised to 
David Brunt. These can be by telephone or text to 0418 
526 140 no later than 1.00 pm on Monday before the 
meeting. Names of any guests can also be advised at 
this time. 

------------------ 
My Rotary Registration 

All members are asked to register in “My Rotary” 
The RI website is: https://www.rotary.org/en 
The “My Rotary” link is: https://my.rotary.org/en 
Then go to: “Register for a New Account”. RI registration 
number, email address and a password are required.  

--------------------- 
Bayside Kingston Prostate Cancer Support Group 

WHEN: First Monday of each month 
TIME:  9.30 to 11.30am 
WHERE: Mentone RSL 
                          Palermo Street, Mentone 
  Melways Map 87 A8 
Wives and Partners welcome, bookings not required 
For further information contact Bob Wilson 9589 4282  

--------------------- 
Wheelchairs for Kids 

Please remember to put $2 in the box on each table each 
week to go to the “Wheelchairs for Kids” program. Every 
$150 contributed gives one child the freedom of mobility 
and also liberates a carer 

 
  

https://www.rotary.org/en
https://my.rotary.org/en
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Forthcoming Meeting Program & Rosters  
The Object of Rotary 

 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and 
foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy 
enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and 
foster: 
 
FIRST. The development of acquaintance as 
an opportunity for service; 
 
SECOND. High ethical standards in business 
and professions, the recognition of the 
worthiness of all useful occupations, and the 
dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an 
opportunity to serve society; 
 
THIRD. The application of the ideal of service 
in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and 
community life; 
 
FOURTH. The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service.  

 

-------------- 
 

The Rotary Four-Way-Test 
 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL and 

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 

concerned?” 

---------- 

 

 

Next Meeting....................... Partners’ night 

Date: 26 February 

Speaker: Jess Taranto 

Topic: Mercy Ships 

Chairman: Trina Williams 

Desk & Regalia: George Aivatoglou, David Brunt 

Fellowship: Kathy Thompson 

Bulletin Notes: Jill Brear 

Sergeant at Arms: Barry Donaldson 

And the next………… 

Note: Change of Venue for one night:  
“The Buckingham” 1130 Nepean Hwy, Highett 

Date: 5 March 

Speakers: Jack Cooper and committee members  

Topic: Briefing for Gnome and Fairy Festival 

Chairman: Paul Taranto 

Desk & Regalia: David Brunt, Don Van 

Fellowship: Trina Williams 

Bulletin Notes: Glenyse Cooper 

Sergeant at Arms: Cliff Riley 

And the next……………….  

 
 
Date: 12 March 

Speaker: Kathy Monley 

Topic: District Website 

Chairman: Brian Foley 

Desk & Regalia: George Aivatoglou, Don Butler 

Fellowship: Carol Quayle 

Bulletin Notes: Trina Williams 

Sergeant at Arms: Kathy Thompson 

 
 
 

TOASTS 

Australia: 
 
Please charge your glasses and assist me in toasting our  
Great country, Australia.  (Pause) to our country: 
Australia. 
 
Rotary International: 
 
Please drink a toast to our organisation: Rotary 
International.  (Pause) Rotary International. 

 

 


