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Rotary Club of Mordialloc Inc.     
Reg No A0011994G 
PO Box 289, Mentone Vic 3194 
E-mail: info@mordiallocrotary.org.au 
Website: http://mordiallocrotary.org.au 
 

 
Club meets at Woodlands Golf Club 
109 White Street Mordialloc   
Melways Map 87 H 11 
Tuesday 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 

 
Meeting 2288 

5 March 
2019 

District Governor 2018-19:  Russell Gurney                                                                       Assistant Governor: Kathy Monley  

THIS WEEK’S MEETING    Note: Change of Venue for one night: “The 
Buckingham” 1130 Nepean Hwy, Highett 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RI theme 2018-19 

Speakers: Jack Cooper and committee members  

Topic: Briefing for Gnome and Fairy Festival 

Chairman: Paul Taranto 

Desk & Regalia: David Brunt, Don Van 

Fellowship: Trina Williams 

Bulletin Notes: Glenyse Cooper 

Sergeant at Arms: Cliff Riley 

 
Message from President Jack Pyziakos 
Last week’s guest speaker was Jess Taranto who 
spoke about her two weeks on the Mercy Ship in Africa.  
She talked about her experience in first raising funds so 
she could make the trip. Then she spoke of the nature 
of work that is done by the Mercy ships organisation 
and the many volunteers who give of their time and 
skills to help people who do not have access to proper 
medical attention. Jess worked in the children’s 
recovery area and gave details of some of the 
operations. She also told us of the people and of the 
places they visited.   
 
Jess is fund raising again for a longer stint with the 
Mercy ships. The volunteers must fund themselves for 
the whole tour.  It is a wonderful opportunity for people 
to see and be involved in a different avenue of life. 
 
Welcome back to Don Butler who has been caring for 
his wife Margaret after time in hospital. Di Taranto and 
Kay Gordon were also back.  Kay has just spent a 
month with her family in Ireland and was looking 
refreshed although a little jet-lagged. It was also great to 
see Geoff accompany her.   
 
The meeting was humming with two new guests Kaye 
and Ray Carson. It was nice to see Suzanne and Kevin 
Stewart join us for the evening, as well as regulars 
Helen Brunt and Helen Foley. 
 

 
 
Ernie is arranging a barbeque at Spotlight, Mentone on 
Saturday 30 March and he will provide further details on 
Tuesday. Please inform Ernie if you can help.   
 
Last Friday night, Brian and Helen Foley, Gabrielle de 
Bonnieres, Kathy Thompson, Mike Brooks, Ann Mc 
Williams and returning student Nicola Brooks attended 
the Rotary Youth Exchange welcome home dinner. 
Gabrielle gave a brief message relating to the swag 
afternoon tea and the exchange students all spoke 
about their varied experiences in different cultures and 
the many friends they had made.   
 
Kathy informed me that it was a fantastic evening 
with the students giving inspiring speeches, detailing the 
challenges, the hilarious incidents, the joy, the sadness 
and expressing thanks that they took the challenge for 
the year. Throughout the evening, the chatter of catching 
up, the discussions and questions about the students’ 
year was wonderful to hear. So much effort is put in by 
the Youth Exchange committee, parents, host families, 
student counselors and the students themselves and it 
brings rewards to all of us. I also encourage us all to 
maintain contact with our past exchange students. 
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A guest speaker at the dinner was an exchange student 
in 1999 who has maintained her connection with Rotary 
and is now the incoming president of the Rotary Club of 
Prahran. It is through maintaining these connections 
and interest in past students and involving them in our 
programs that we can build confidence and strengthen 
the great organisation of Rotary. 

 
Jack Pyziakos 
Be the Inspiration 
 
“To one who has faith, no explanation is necessary, To 
one without faith, no explanation is possible.”   
- St Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) 

----------------------- 

Club Meeting No 2287 – 26 February at Woodlands 
Golf Club, Mordialloc 
 
Attendance: 17 members, 8 guests.  
 
Visitors: Jess Taranto (speaker), Kevin and Suzanne 
Stewart, Ray and Kaye Carson, Helen Foley, Helen 
Brunt, Geoff Hillard 
 
Make-ups:  Paul Taranto (NYSF, debriefing for last year 
students), Brian Foley (College of Governors) 
 
Travellers: Kay was back from her month long stay with 
family in Ireland. Kay gave a short report and said the 
family were all well. Carol Quayle was due back from 
Vietnam at the weekend.  

----------------------- 
President’s Announcements: 
President Jack Pyziakos welcomed all to the meeting 
and gave the following announcements: 
 It is proposed to have a tree planting day, in 

conjunction with the Rotary Club of Moorabbin at 

Karkarook Park, Moorabbin on Sunday 12 May. 

 Plans are now being made for the 2023 Rotary 

International Convention that will be held at the 

Melbourne Convention in May 2023. Many 

volunteers will be needed for the various committees 

and activities 

 The Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) 

seminar for 2019 will be held from 6 to 13 July. 

Applications are now open via the online application 

form on the District website. 

 Jack attended a President’s meeting on the previous 

Friday. An item on youth exchange stated that each 

exchange student has an impact on at least 100 

people in each country. 

 Jack had spoken with Helen Goode. All but four 

cattle had been sold from the Goode farm 

Trina Williams chaired the remainder of the meeting. 
 
Director and members announcements 
Dianne Taranto (Youth) advised that Mentone Girls 
Secondary College is organising it’s team for this year’s  
Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA) 
 

 
Dianne also asked for speedy return on the volunteer 
sheets for the Gnome & Fairy Festival. 
 
David Brunt (community) said that the club could be 
involved in two tree planting projects. Apart from the 
Karkarook Park proposal, Kingston Council is still 
interesting in a project along the beach front. The next 
Kingston Service clubs meeting on 14 March and there 
should be more information on the project for the 
homeless being coordinated by the Council. 
 
Jack Cooper reported on a meeting of the Gnome and 
Fairy Festival committee held that day. Arrangements 
are on track. 
 
Paul Taranto advised that on-line applications for this 
year’s National Youth Science Forum open on 1 March 
and close at the end of May. Clubs are asked to keep 
accepting applications until May. 
 
Barry Donaldson advised that some 80 entries had been 
received for the Interplast Golf Day. The fee is $80. 
 
The weekly raffle raised $41, the winners being Jack 
Cooper, Kay Gordon and Barry Donaldson. The 
Wheelchairs collection raised $30. 
 
Sergeant-at-Arms 
Barry Donaldson was sergeant for the night and asked a 
number of brain teasing questions that not everyone 
could answer. Jack Pyziakos proudly announced that 
his grandson is representing Queensland at Under 12 
level in Rugby League, Union and AFL. Jill Brear is now 
the proud grandmother of Henry James. 
 
Jack and Kathy are celebrating their 19

th
 wedding 

anniversary and visitors Ray and Kaye were celebrating 
their 52

nd
 anniversary. 

 
Guest Speaker: Jess Taranto “Mercy Ships” 

Jess is a paediatric nurse and worked as a volunteer for 
two weeks in December 2018 on the hospital ship 
“Africa Mercy” that visited Guinea, West Africa.  

Jess began her presentation with some history on the 
Mercy Ship concept. Surviving the devastation of a 
tropical hurricane and witnessing the human suffering it 
left in its trail, Don Stephens was inspired to set up a 
hospital ship for the world’s most vulnerable people. In 
1978 Don’s goal became reality when he and fellow 
fundraisers paid $1 US million for a former cruise liner 
which was converted to a hospital ship. In 1982, the 
vessel, refitted with three operating theatres and a 40-
bed ward, sailed as the “Anastasis” – the first Mercy 
Ship. Since then, four ships, including the current 
vessel, the Africa Mercy, have served in 150 ports 
throughout developing nations. 

Jess described her efforts at fund raising for the trip and 
the extensive preparations and training that were 
needed, including expensive inoculations.  

Travel to Guinea from Melbourne by air via Bangkok, 
Addis Ababa and Abidjan took well over 24 hours. 
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The Mercy ships are supported by doctors, nurses and 
other medical specialists from many countries around 
the world. Apart from patients, there are some 500 
people on the ship at one time. 117 Australians served 
during 2018. 
 
The operations done during December 2018 were: 
1. Ophthalmology (cataract surgery) 
2. General Surgery 
3. Orthopaedic Surgery 
4. Maxillofacial Surgery 
 
Patients comprised both adults and children. Jess 
worked in the paediatric acute care unit serving one of 
the four operating theatres on the ship. In summary 
her day was as follows: 

• Monday – Friday, 10am – 6pm 
• Evenings (on call twice per week) and weekends 

off   
• 4 x operating theatres 
• 4 x PACU bays 
• 3 x PACU nurses 
• 1 x translator (a Guinean medical student named 

Sandy) he speaks more than 6 languages) 

Living conditions on the ship were cramped with four 
people to a dormitory style cabin. There was a wide 
and plentiful selection of good quality food. There was 
even a Starbucks coffee shop on the ship.  
 
When not on duty, the nurses had plenty of 
opportunity to visit local sights and markets. Security 
was of high level, they wore their Mercy ship lanyard 
at all times, travelled on shore in groups with at least 
one male in the group after dark. 
 
There is much preparation undertaken prior to the visit 
of a Mercy ship. Patients are selected 12 months 
ahead of the visit and security is also planned 12 
months ahead. After surgery, patients spend one or 
two nights on the ship before moving to on-shore 
“hope homes” for after care. 
 
Jess is planning to undertake another trip with a Mercy 
ship in 2020 to Senegal for a six-week period. She is 
already saving towards the cost of her trip. Chocolates 
are available for purchase as part of her fundraising. 
 
Kathy Thompson proposed the thanks to Jess for her 
presentation. 

------------ 
On the Lighter Side. Some family matters 
 
Alarm clock: a device to wake people who have no 
children! 
It is true that children brighten a home. They never 
turn the lights off. 
Insanity is hereditary. Parents get it from their children. 
You can tell you're getting old when your children 
study in history what you used to study in current 
affairs. 

 

 SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS 

Please note the following dates and events in your diary. 
It is important that all members support the club in these 
activities. 

17 March (Sun) Gnome & Fairy Festival 
George Woods Reserve, Mordialloc 

18 March (Mon) Board meeting, Pyziakos house,  
7.30 pm 

23 March (Sat) Swag Afternoon Tea 2 pm to 4.30 pm 
38 Marriott Street, Parkdale 

26 March (Tues) Visit to Doveton Secondary College 
11.15 am to 2.30 pm. Includes lunch 

5 April (Fri) Interplast Golf Day at Woodlands Golf 
Club 

22 April (Mon) Bunnings sausage sizzle 8 am to 4 pm 

Future dates for Bunnings sausage sizzles. All Fridays: 
21 June, 19 July, 16 August, 20 September, 18 October, 
15 November, 20 December 

 
Members on Leave 
 

If you plan to be absent for three weeks or longer, please 
request leave of absence through the secretary. 

------------------ 

Other announcements: 

Apologies for non- attendance 
Apologies for meeting absences should be advised to 
David Brunt. These can be by telephone or text to 0418 
526 140 no later than 1.00 pm on Monday before the 
meeting. Names of any guests can also be advised at 
this time. 

------------------ 
My Rotary Registration 

All members are asked to register in “My Rotary” 
The RI website is: https://www.rotary.org/en 
The “My Rotary” link is: https://my.rotary.org/en 
Then go to: “Register for a New Account”. RI registration 
number, email address and a password are required.  

--------------------- 
Bayside Kingston Prostate Cancer Support Group 

WHEN: First Monday of each month 
TIME:  9.30 to 11.30am 
WHERE: Mentone RSL 
                          Palermo Street, Mentone 
  Melways Map 87 A8 
Wives and Partners welcome, bookings not required 
For further information contact Bob Wilson 9589 4282  

--------------------- 
Wheelchairs for Kids 

Please remember to put $2 in the box on each table each 
week to go to the “Wheelchairs for Kids” program. Every 
$150 contributed gives one child the freedom of mobility 
and also liberates a carer 

 

https://www.rotary.org/en
https://my.rotary.org/en
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Forthcoming Meeting Program & Rosters  
The Object of Rotary 

 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and 
foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy 
enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and 
foster: 
 
FIRST. The development of acquaintance as 
an opportunity for service; 
 
SECOND. High ethical standards in business 
and professions, the recognition of the 
worthiness of all useful occupations, and the 
dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an 
opportunity to serve society; 
 
THIRD. The application of the ideal of service 
in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and 
community life; 
 
FOURTH. The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service.  

 

-------------- 
 

The Rotary Four-Way-Test 
 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL and 

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 

concerned?” 

---------- 

 

 

Next Meeting.......................  

Date: 12 March 

Speakers: Kathy Monley 

Topic: District Website 

Chairman: Brian Foley 

Desk & Regalia: George Aivatoglou, Don Butler 

Fellowship: Carol Quayle 

Bulletin Notes: Trina Williams 

Sergeant at Arms: Kathy Thompson 

And the next………… 

Date: 19 March 

Speaker: Samantha von Gleichenstein 

Topic: Mordialloc Neighbourhood House 

Chairman: David Brunt 

Desk & Regalia: Barry Donaldson, Don Van 

Fellowship: Jenny Pudney 

Bulletin Notes: Jill Brear 

Sergeant at Arms: Ernie Williams 

And the next……………….  

Date: 26 March 

Speaker: Club members 

Topic: Committee meetings 

Chairman: Ernie Williams 

Desk & Regalia: Don Butler, George Aivatoglou 

Fellowship: Kay Gordon 

Bulletin Notes: Glenyse Cooper 

Sergeant at Arms: Trina Williams 

Note:  
There will be a visit to Doveton Secondary College from  
11.15 am to 2.30 pm. Includes lunch. Details to come 
 

TOASTS 

Australia: 
 
Please charge your glasses and assist me in toasting our  
Great country, Australia.  (Pause) to our country: 
Australia. 
 
Rotary International: 
 
Please drink a toast to our organisation: Rotary 
International.  (Pause) Rotary International. 
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Report from Gabrielle de Bonnieres on her recent activities 
 

Hi everyone 

I had another great week. On Monday, I had a pretty normal day at school and after, I 

went to Dianne’s place to cook the Tuesday’s raffle and we went around Parkdale to do 

some Rotary stuffs. The following day, I got a cold and I stayed at home. In the afternoon, 

Dianne came to visit me which was very nice of her and then Trina came to pick me up 

and to drive to the doctor. We both found weird that the doctor didn’t even check my 

throat while I had a cold… I unfortunately missed Jess’ speech at Rotary’s meeting but I 

was happy to stay home watching Bohemian Rhapsody too. On Wednesday, I went to 

school and I did my first SAC (big test) of the year in History and I really enjoyed it; 

hopefully I will enjoy the mark too ! Thursday, a friend of mine from Belgium who is 

currently on exchange in Perth, came to Melbourne and Kathy and I went to the airport 

to pick her up. She wasn’t the nicest person that I have met but I was happy to enjoy the 

weather at St Kilda while my friends had to go to school! Friday was the last day of school 

and at night, Kathy, Helen, Brian and I went to the Welcome Home dinner and I thought 

it was a great evening. Every Rebounds student gave their testimony of their exchange 

and it was very interesting and funny to hear about how Nicola and Woodley, the two 

exchange who went in my country, coped with France. On Saturday, Jack, Kathy and I 

went to the Air show in Avalon and it was pretty good. Unfortunately, it was pretty hot 

too so we had to leave early. Some Rotary men from Waverly Club were there and they 

were actually lovely. At night, I went to Mordi Fest with some friends from school and I 

went back to the same festival the day after with some exchange students and it was 

pretty good. At night, I went to Carol’s daughter’s place to cook : it was the familial Mater 

Chef! 

I hope you had a great week too 

Gabrielle 

 


