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Rotary Club of Mordialloc Inc.     
Reg No A0011994G 
PO Box 289, Mentone Vic 3194 
E-mail: info@mordiallocrotary.org.au 
Website: http://mordiallocrotary.org.au 
 

 
Club meets at Woodlands Golf Club 
109 White Street Mordialloc   
Melways Map 87 H 11 
Tuesday 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 

 
Meeting 2309 

30 July 
2019 

District Governor 2019-20:  Shia Smart                                                                             Assistant Governor: Kathy Monley  

THIS WEEK’S MEETING  

 
RI theme 2019-20 

Date:                              30 July 

Annual Club Changeover Dinner 

Woodlands Golf Club 

6.30 for 7.00pm 

$45 per head 

3 course meal, plus drinks at bar prices 

 

 
Message from President Ernie Williams 
 
This week Trina, Kathy, Jack and I enjoyed visiting the 
Rotary Club of Cheltenham for a presentation about 
Yimba Uganda, given by the young creators of the 
project, Emmanuel Kusasira Edwin and his partner 
Anne-Marie Reddan. They told the story of the 
vocational training centre, which they have started to 
give young Ugandans a trade, currently focusing on a 
Tailoring, Fashion and Design course, a music 
mentorship program and an agricultural and farming 
project. They had on display some of the colourful 
designed clothes, bags and other accessories, and RC 
Cheltenham presented them with a cheque for $1,500 
which covers the cost of one year’s training for one 
student. 
 
On Friday, I attended a District 9810 Membership 
Seminar, focusing on engagement and commitment. 
The main speaker was Past District Governor, Malcolm 
Chiverton, who introduced 3 club presidents whose 
clubs increased their membership by more than 5 
members last year. Each club received a bonus $1,500 
for doing so and the offer is still available for this 
financial year. It would be worth $3,000 to our club if we 
achieve a net increase of 5 members this year, i.e. extra 
membership fees, plus the $1,500 bonus. 
 
 
 

 
Sunday saw our club members join in the National Tree 
Day tree planting, organised by Kingston Council. 
Thanks to David Brunt, Jenny and Mark Pudney, Don 
Van, Kathy Thompson and Jack Pyziakos for joining me 
to represent our Club. It was a well-attended event, with 
over 100 people attending – mainly children, which was 
great to see. We planted small trees and grasses 
alongside Mordialloc Creek, near the site of our annual 
Gnome and Fairy Festival. 
 

 
 
I look forward to welcoming club members and a number 
of guests to our Annual Club Changeover Night this 
week for the official start to the 2019-20 year. 
 

Rotary Connects the World 
Ernie Williams 
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Club Meeting No 2308 – 23 July at Woodlands Golf 
Club, Mordialloc 
 
Attendance: 14 members, 2 guests 
 
Guests: Jenny Padley, Elspeth Black (Guest speaker)  
 
Apologies: Jill Brear, Graeme Bruce, Kay Gordon 
 
Rotary visits: Jack and Glenyse attended the 
Mordialloc/Aspendale Probus Club’s 30

th
 anniversary 

celebration. 
 
Sickness: Brian received an email from Brian Sawford 
thanking the Club for their concern during his stay in 
hospital. He is now much better. 
 
Travellers: Jack and Kathy have returned safely. 
 
President’s Announcements: 
President Ernie welcomed our guests and club 
members to the meeting. He thanked all who helped 
with the Bunnings BBQ on 19

th
 July, which raised $620. 

Ernie and Trina will be visiting RC Cheltenham during 
the week to hear about their work with Yimba Uganda. 
 
David Brunt chaired the remainder of the meeting. 

--------------- 
 
Director and members announcements 
 
David (Community Service) confirmed that cheques had 
been distributed to Kingston Council’s homeless 
person’s project for $1,000, and $500 to the Salvation 
Army. He asked us to note a correction from last week’s 
bulletin: the new Parkinson’s Support Group will meet 
on the 2

nd
 Thursday of each month. The Kingston 

Council tree planting day is on Sunday 28 July at the 
bottom of Chute Street, alongside Mordialloc Creek from 
10am – 12pm. 
 
Brian (International) confirmed that a cheque for $1,300 
had been distributed to Wheelchairs For Kids. 
 
Glenyse reported that at the Mordialloc/Aspendale 
Probus lunch she met Alina, Social Inclusion Officer 
from Council, who is keen to include an article about RC 
Mordialloc in the council’s Seniors Magazine. Glenyse 
and Ernie will have a meeting with her this week. 
 
Paul asked for donations for the Changeover Night raffle 
to be given to him as soon as possible.  
 
The NYSF (National Youth Science Forum) district 
interviews were held on 20

th
 July, and Paul 

acknowledge the contributions from Jenny Pudney and 
Diane Taranto on the day. 32 students were interviewed 
by 20 panel members, with involvement from 10 Rotary 
Clubs. Paul talked about the history and structure of 
NYSF, which provides a life-changing experience for 
students with a genuine interest in science. 
 
 
 
 

 
The weekly raffle was won by Jenny Padley and Brian 
Foley. The raffle raised $28.30, and the Wheelchairs for 
Kids collection raised $20.40. 
 

--------------- 
 
Sergeant-at-Arms 
Sergeant for the night was Diane Taranto, who tested 
our memory of the name of the play we recently saw at 
the Mordialloc Theatre. Di then quizzed us from the 
Fantails’ lolly wrappers with “Who am I?” questions, 
such as: “Born on Nov 11 1974, US actor and producer, 
starred in What’s Eating Gilbert Grape?”; “Born on Nov 
6 1988, American actress starred in Crazy Stupid Love 
and The Help and?”; “Born in California in 1987, guest 
appearances in ER and CSI?”; “Born in 1963 actor who 
starred in Thelma and Louise?”; “Born in 1968 in 
Melbourne, appeared on Full Frontal, and in the films 
The Castle and Chopper?”  
 
Cross the floor fines were from Ernie for Paul for a GWS 
win at the weekend; from Jenny Pudney who had to 
give her raffle prize to a neighbour as compensation for 
a bump to their car. 
 

--------------- 
 
Guest Speaker: Elspeth Black – Pet Therapy via the 
Lort Smith Animal Hospital 
Elspeth talked to us about her involvement with pet 
therapy as a volunteer with the Lort Smith Animal 
Hospital. 
 
Elspeth has been volunteering for 6 years and currently 
takes her therapy dogs to visit people in the Peter 
MacCallum Hospital and Vasey Aged Care. Elspeth also 
mentors new volunteers and pet therapists work all 
around Melbourne, with facilities also in Bendigo, 
Geelong and down the Peninsula. 
 
Elspeth talked about the history of the Lort Smith 
Hospital. It was started by Louisa Lort Smith who was 
born in Sale, the eleventh of 12 children and grew up on 
a cattle station. Her dedication to the prevention of 
cruelty to animals was fostered from her observations of 
the cruel branding and slaughtering practices on the 
station. 
 
Louise married and became a dance teacher. She 
taught many well-to-do people in Melbourne and some 
of them became benefactors of the Animal Welfare 
League, which Louisa started. The Animal Welfare 
League built the Lort Smith hospital on its current site in 
North Melbourne in 1936. A book has been written 
about Louisa’s life called “The Kindness of Strangers”. 
 
What can pet therapy offer? As Elspeth said: “The best 
therapy has 4 legs”. Often people who have lost the 
ability to speak or remember, come back to life in 
response to a visit from a therapy dog.  
 
There are 100 dogs and their volunteer owners visiting 
around Melbourne in hospitals, aged care facilities, 
 

Cont/… 
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refuges, women’s prisons, youth justice, adolescent 
units and ESL learning centres, where people who are 
embarrassed to try English will find it easier to speak 
to a dog. 
 
Dogs of all shapes and sizes can make great therapy 
animals, but having the right temperament is important 
and being able to cope with different environments, so 
dogs attend training sessions to assess their 
suitability. Their owners also have training and the 
whole process takes about 9-10 months. Mentors work 
with new volunteers to demonstrate what a normal 
visit is like. 
 
Elspeth told us some stories about the different dogs: 
Vlad, a large black dog, who was the first pet therapy 
dog at Peter MacCallum, who is loved by the kids and 
makes the day of many patients. There is also Jelly, a 
14 year-old who is the regular Monday dog at Peter 
MacCallum; Bertie who used to be a show dog and 
Biggles, who was a Dulux dog, but is now changing 
lives as a pet therapy dog. 
 
Information about volunteering and donating to the pet 
therapy program can be found on the website: 
www.lortsmith.com 

------------------- 
Other Announcements: 
District Seminars: Ernie advised he will be attending 
the following seminars over the next few weeks: the 
District Membership Seminar on Friday, 26 July; a 
Seminar on Public Image and Communications on 2 
August and the Presidents’ Quarterly Meeting on 9 
August. 
 
Bunnings Dog Show is on Wednesday, 31 July and 
our Past President, Jack Pyziakos will be judging the 
entrants. 
 
On the Lighter Side 

 

 

 SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS 

Please note the following dates and events in your diary. 
It is important that all members support the club in these 
activities. 

30 July (Tues) Rotary Club of Mordialloc Changeover 
Dinner. Woodlands Golf Club. 6.30 for 
7.00pm 

16 August (Fri) Bunnings Mentone sausage sizzle 

29 August 
(Thurs) 

Bunnings Father’s Day Promotion.    
6-8pm 

October Birthing Kits Packing Day (details to 
follow) 

5 October (Sat) Raffle at Bunnings Community Family 
Day. 10am-2pm 

15 March 2020 
(Sun) 

Gnome and Fairy Festival 

21/22 March 
2020 

District 9810 Conference at Echuca.  

17 April 2020 Interplast Golf Day, Woodlands Golf 
Club, Mordialloc 

 
Members on Leave 
Carol Quayle: 15 July to 2 September 
 
If you plan to be absent for three weeks or longer, please 
request leave of absence through the secretary. 

------------------- 
Apologies for non-attendance 

Apologies for meeting absences should be advised to 
David Brunt. These can be by telephone or text to 0418 
526 140 no later than 1.00 pm on Monday before the 
meeting. Names of any guests can also be advised at 
this time. 

------------------ 
My Rotary Registration 

All members are asked to register in “My Rotary” 
The RI website is: https://www.rotary.org/en 
The “My Rotary” link is: https://my.rotary.org/en 
Then go to: “Register for a New Account”. RI registration 
number, email address and a password are required.  

--------------------- 
Bayside Kingston Prostate Cancer Support Group 

WHEN: First Monday of each month 
TIME:  10.30 to 12.30pm 
WHERE: Mentone RSL 
                          Palermo Street, Mentone 
  Melways Map 87 A8 
Wives and Partners welcome, bookings not required 
For further information contact Bob Wilson 9589 4282  

--------------------- 
Wheelchairs for Kids 

Please remember to put $2 in the box on each table each 
week to go to the “Wheelchairs for Kids” program. Every 
$150 contributed gives one child the freedom of mobility 
and also liberates a carer 
 

  

http://www.lortsmith.com/
https://www.rotary.org/en
https://my.rotary.org/en


Rotary Club of Mordialloc Bulletin 30/07/2019 4 
 

Forthcoming Meeting Program & Rosters  
The Object of Rotary 

 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and 
foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy 
enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and 
foster: 
 
FIRST. The development of acquaintance as 
an opportunity for service; 
 
SECOND. High ethical standards in business 
and professions, the recognition of the 
worthiness of all useful occupations, and the 
dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an 
opportunity to serve society; 
 
THIRD. The application of the ideal of service 
in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and 
community life; 
 
FOURTH. The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service.  

 

-------------- 
 

The Rotary Four-Way-Test 
 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL and 

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 

concerned?” 

---------- 

 

 

Next Meeting………    

Date: 6 August 

Speaker: Club Members 

Topic: Committee Meetings (Youth, Projects & 
Fundraising) 

Chairman: Kay Gordon 

Desk & Regalia: Don Butler, David Brunt 

Fellowship: Jack Pyziakos 

Bulletin Notes: Kathy Thompson 

Sergeant at Arms: Brian Foley 

  

And the next………     

Date: 13 August 

Speaker: Cathy 

Topic: Donations in Kind 

Chairman: Di Taranto 

Desk & Regalia: Don Van, George Aivatoglou 

Fellowship Cliff Riley 

Bulletin Notes: Kay Gordon 

Sergeant at Arms: Jack Pyziakos 

  

And the next………     

Date: 20 August 

Speaker: Paul Smith, K & S Environmental 
Services 

Topic: Recycling Today and Problems Facing 
the Industry 

Chairman: Jenny Pudney 

Desk & Regalia: Don Butler, David Brunt 

Fellowship: Jill Brear 

Bulletin Notes: Trina Williams 

Sergeant at Arms: Paul Taranto 

 

  

 

  

TOASTS 

Australia: 
 
Please charge your glasses and assist me in toasting our  
great country, Australia.  (Pause) to our country: 
Australia. 
 
Rotary International: 
 
Please drink a toast to our organisation: Rotary 
International.  (Pause) Rotary International. 
 

--------------------- 
 
 

 
 


