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Rotary Club of Mordialloc Inc.     
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Club meets at Woodlands Golf Club 
109 White Street Mordialloc   
Melways Map 87 H 11 
Tuesday 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 

 
Meeting 2331 

4 February 
2020 

District Governor 2019-20:  Shia Smart                                                                             Assistant Governor: Kathy Monley  

THIS WEEK’S MEETING    

 
RI theme 2019-20 

Date:  4 February 

Speaker: Jack Pyziakos 

Topic: Starting new clubs 

Chairman: Di Taranto 

Desk & Regalia: Don Butler, David Brunt 

Fellowship: Brian Foley 

Bulletin Notes: Trina Williams 

Sergeant at Arms: Jenny Pudney 

 
Message from President Ernie Williams 
 
Our newest member, Phil Maxwell gave his “Rotarian 
Behind the Badge” presentation at last week’s meeting. 
It is always interesting to learn about a member’s past, 
which is varied in many ways. What Phil didn’t have 
time to tell you is that he was a member of the Rotary 
Club of Nunawading for many years and was President 
there just before he changed over to our club, as he and 
his wife Sue had moved to Parkdale. 
 
Well, Nunawading’s loss is our gain, as Phil brings a 
wealth of knowledge and experience to our club. 
 
Our Bushfire Appeal is still ongoing. Please give if you 
haven’t already, you can still donate now via our Club’s 
bank account: BSB: 633 000, A/c: 140680661, Ref: 
Bushfire Appeal. 
 

We are still seeking people to assist with the Reading 
Program at Mordialloc Beach Primary School every 
Friday morning at 9.30am for an hour or so. Please 
contact David Brunt on 0418 526 140 if you can help 
out. At this week’s meeting, I may have to announce 
that the Reading Program will have to cease due to lack 
of people available to participate. Only some last-minute 
volunteers could save this long-standing program. 
 
Continued next column 
 

SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS 

Please note the following dates and events. It is 

important that members support these activities. 

5 Feb (Wed) Gnome & Fairy Committee. 1.00 pm 

at Williams house 

17 Feb (Mon) Board Meeting 7.30 pm  

Williams house 

21 Feb (Fri) Bunnings sausage sizzle 

17 February Board meeting Williams house 7.30 

6 March (Fri) Bunnings sausage sizzle 

15 March (Sun) Gnome and Fairy Festival 

16 March  Board meeting Williams house 7.30 

21/22 March  District 9810 Conference at Echuca 

17 April (Fri) Bunnings sausage sizzle 

17 April (Fri) Interplast Golf Day 

25 April (Sat, 

Anzac Day) 

Bunnings sausage sizzle  

(1.00 to 4.00 pm) 

 

Further sausage sizzles to be held generally on third 

Friday of each month through 2020 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
President’s message cont. 
Finally, we had another good day at the Bunnings 
barbeque last Saturday where we made $2159. Thanks 
to all our helpers who battled wind, rain and some 
recalcitrant sausages! 
 
Regards, Ernie 
Rotary Connects the World 
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Club Meeting No 2330 – 28 January at  Woodlands 
Golf Club 
 
Attendance: 18 members, 1 guest 

 
Apologies: Graeme Bruce, Jill Brear 
 
Guests: Alan Opie 
 
Welcome Back: It was great to have Carol Quayle 
back with us. 
 
President’s Announcements 
President Ernie opened the meeting and reminded all 
that donations for the Rotary Bushfire Appeal are still 
open and can be paid through the club. 
 
Jenny Pudney chaired the remainder of the meeting. 
 
Other Announcements  
Secretary Trina advised that an email message had 
been from the NYSF national body advising that this 
year’s seminars scheduled for Canberra had been 
cancelled due to the bushfire situation. Paul 
commented that there was an expectation that fee 
payments by clubs would remain as a donation to 
NYSF. The question of any refund to students had not 
been resolved. 
 
David (Community Service) advised that the next 
meeting of the Parkinson’s support group is on 13 
February. Paul and Brian are working on the district 
grant application for Reclink. David thanked those who 
responded to the request for help with the schools 
reading program. It is still being considered. 
 
David also reminded that the club meeting on 3 March 
will be held at the Buckingham Hotel, Highett. This will 
be the briefing session for this year’s Gnome and Fairy 
Festival. 
 
Brian advised that payments of $2500 had been made 
to Rotary Club of Bairnsdale and Rotary District 9790 
for bushfire relief. 
 
Jack Cooper reminded those attending this year’s 
district conference that on-line registration is now due 
and accommodation needs to be confirmed soon.  
 
Kathy Thompson advised that a booking had been 
made for the Mordialloc Theatre Company production 
“Knickers” on Thursday 20 February. Please advise 
Kathy if you wish to attend. 
 
Di Taranto said that their daughter Jess was currently 
nursing on the Mercy Ship off the coast of Senegal. 
Several messages have been received from Jess and 
she is enjoying the experience. 
 
Thanks were expressed for all those who helped at the 
recent Bunnings sausage sizzle. Many donations for 
bushfire relief had been received. 
 
Continued Page 3 

Forthcoming Meeting Program & Rosters 

Next Meeting………..    

Date: 11 February 

Speaker: Rachael Moares 

Topic: National Youth Science Forum 

Chairman: Paul Taranto 

Desk & Regalia: Don Van, George Aivatoglou 

Fellowship: Di Taranto 

Bulletin Notes: Jill Brear 

Sergeant at Arms: Cliff Riley 

And the next ………… 

Date: 18 February 

Speaker: Arron Ferguson 

Topic: Victorian Police 

Chairman: Barry Donaldson 

Desk & Regalia: David Brunt, Don Butler 

Fellowship: Kathy Thompson 

Bulletin Notes: Glenyse Cooper 

Sergeant at Arms Kay Gordon 

And the next ………… 

Date: 25 February 

Speaker: Peter  Brown 

Topic: Fiji Project 

Chairman: Brian Foley 

Desk & Regalia: Don Van, George Aivatoglou 

Fellowship: Kay Gordon 

Bulletin Notes: Jill Brear 

Sergeant at Arms Jack Pyziakos 

----------------- 
Members on Leave 
Carol Quayle: 12 months from 15 July  
If you plan to be absent for three weeks or longer, please 
request leave of absence through the secretary. 
 

------------------- 
Apologies for non-attendance 

Apologies for meeting absences should be advised to 
David Brunt. These can be by telephone or text to 0418 
526 140 no later than 1.00 pm on Monday before the 
meeting. Names of any guests can also be advised at 
this time. 

------------------- 
 
TOASTS 
Australia: 
Please charge your glasses and assist me in toasting 
our great country, Australia.  (Pause) to our country: 
Australia.  
 
Rotary International: 
Please join me in a toast to our organisation: Rotary 
International.  (Pause) Rotary International. 
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(Announcements continued) 

 
The weekly club raffle raised $45 and winners were 
Alan and Cliff. The Wheel Chair collection raised $25 
plus a further amount from the sale of Alan’s honey. 
 
Sergeant-at-Arms 
Cliff Riley was sergeant for the night and began by 
referring to Australia’s success in the first week of the 
Australian Open tennis. Cliff also tested our knowledge 
of some Australian slang terms. Who could remember 
how much was a “zack” worth? Or a “dina”? And what 
did expressions such as “AC/DC”, “Bogan”, “brass 
razoo”, “country cousin” or a “Darwin stubby” mean? 
They also showed up how old we were! 
 
“Rotarian behind the badge” – Phil Maxwell 
 
Phil began by summarising his early life as follows: 
• Born Omeo 22 March 1953 
• Father was a butcher who took work in the Omeo 

region during the depression. 
• Mother was the daughter of a stonemason who met 

dad through her brother. 
• Dad died in an accident in February 1958 leaving 

mum with 4 young children. We moved to FTG in 
1960 as my older siblings looked for work. 

• Attended FTG primary, Boronia High School, 
Melbourne Uni. & RMIT 

 
He joined Essendon Rotaract after completing university 
and was president in 1977/8. He went to Japan on a  
study tour 1977 
He moved to Lane Cove Rotaract when transferred to 
Sydney and met Sue at a Lane Cove / Hunters Hill joint 
function.  
 
Phil and Sue married in 1981 and settled initially in 
Strathmore and later moved to the Surrey Hills, Mont 
Albert where they lived for 32 years before downsizing 
to Parkdale. They also lived in Launceston for over four 
years while Phil worked in that State. 
 
Being qualified in chemical engineering, Phil’s 
professional career of nearly 40 years covered many 
aspects of the chemical industry including research, 
manufacture and quality control with the following 
companies: 
 
Monsanto Chemicals (12 years) mainly plastics 
research on paints, thermo plastics, fibreglass resins 
and others 
 
Comalco (7 years) coatings research in Kentucky and 
technical manager at a wheel foundry in Tasmania 
 
CME (20 years) composites manufacture covering 
quality management, production management and 
technical management  
 
Having now retired, Phil can apply himself to his many 
interests including poetry and literature (the works of 
Ogden Nash), aviation, Rotary and photography. 
 
Diane Taranto proposed the thanks to Phil. 

 
On the Lighter Side with some Mathematical Jokes 
 
What is "pi"? 

• Mathematician: Pi is the number expressing the 
relationship between the circumference of a 
circle and its diameter. 

• Physicist: Pi is 3.1415927plus or minus 
0.000000005 

• Engineer: Pi is about 3. 
---------------------------- 

When considering the behaviour of a howitzer: 

• A mathematician will be able to calculate where the 
shell will land 

• A physicist will be able to explain how the shell gets 
there 

• An engineer will stand there and try to catch it 
--------------------------- 

An assemblage of the most gifted minds in the world 
were all posed the following question:  "What is 2 + 2 ?" 
 
The engineer whips out his slide rule (so it's old) and 
shuffles it back and forth, and finally announces "3.99". 
 
The physicist consults his technical references, sets up 
the problem on his computer, and announces "it lies 
between 3.98 and 4.02". 
 
The mathematician cogitates for a while, oblivious to the 
rest of the world, then announces: "I don't know what 
the answer is, but I can prove an answer exists!". 
 
Philosopher: "But what do you mean by 2 + 2 ?" 
 
Logician: "Please define 2 + 2 more precisely." 
 
Accountant: Closes all the doors and windows, looks 
around carefully then ask: "What do you want the 
answer to be?" 

------------------------ 
A mathematician, a physicist, and an engineer were 
travelling through Scotland when they saw a black 
sheep through the window of the train. 
 
"Aha," says the engineer, "I see that Scottish sheep are 
black." 
 
"Hmm," says the physicist, "You mean that some 
Scottish sheep are black." 
" 
No," says the mathematician, "All we know is that there 
is at least one sheep in Scotland, and that at least one 
side of that one sheep is black!" 

------------------------- 
And for the less mathematically inclined: 
 
“The people upstairs are very annoying,” complained a 
tenant to the landlord. “Last night they stomped and 
banged on the floor until midnight.” 
 
“Did they wake you up?” asked the landlord. 
 
“No, luckily I was up playing my bagpipes.” 

 


