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Rotary Club of Mordialloc Inc.     
Reg No A0011994G 
PO Box 289, Mentone Vic 3194 
E-mail: info@mordiallocrotary.org.au 
Website: http://mordiallocrotary.org.au 
 

 
Club meets at Woodlands Golf Club 
109 White Street Mordialloc   
Melways Map 87 H 11 
Tuesday 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 

 
Meeting No 2355 
11 August 2020 

District Governor 2020-21:  Alma Reynolds                                                              Assistant Governor: Heather Chisholm  

THIS WEEK’S MEETING   Electronic Meeting using “Zoom” 
 

 
RI theme 2020-21 

Date: 11 August 

Speaker: Samantha von Gleichenstein 

Topic: Mordialloc Neighbourhood House 

Chairman: Brian Foley 

Bulletin notes: Trina Williams 

 
Most Rotary activities are cancelled or on hold until further notice due to the 
Coronavirus. However, we are holding board and club meetings in this period 
using Zoom. 

 
Message from President Paul Taranto 
Greetings Fellow Travellers on the Co-Vid lock down 
journey and welcome to our fifth meeting for the year. I 
trust the first week of the lock down has gone OK for 
you and you are adjusting to the tighter restrictions. 
 
Dianne and I went for a long walk on the Friday along 
Parkdale and Mentone beaches. The absence of traffic 
and so few people about created a bizarre scene. Some 
of you may recall a film shot in Melbourne called “On 
the Beach”. It is hearsay that one of the actors in the 
film, Ava Gardner, said Melbourne was the perfect place 
to make a film about the end of the world. The scene on 
Friday as we walked along the beach brought this to 
mind. Well it is not the end of the world and the Ava 
Gardner did not say that about Melbourne (it was a 
NSW journalist). 
 
To reinforce the point that it is not the end of the world, I 
can advise members that the village of Spoonville is 
booming. It now has 39 members and was featured in 
the Herald Sun last Wednesday “In Black and White” 
page 47. I have put a picture of our spoon elsewhere in 
this bulletin. Thank you to Dianne for providing and 
decorating the spoon. 
 
I have been asked to provide a little more detail on what 
member’s voluntary contributions will be applied to. 

Continued next column 

 
SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS 

. 

18 Aug (Tues) Club meeting.  

Committee meetings 

25 Aug (Tues) Club Meeting, speaker Ben Dockar &  

Laura Christie: Technology Security 

Some coming district events 

13 Aug (Thur) District Foundation Meeting (6 pm) 

16 Aug (Sun) Community Projects forum (4 pm) 

19 Aug (Wed Community Projects forum (11 am) 

24 Aug (Mon) Club Runner workshop (7 pm) 

31 Aug (Mon) Social Media workshop (7 pm) 

13 Oct (Tues) Governor’s official visit 
 

 
All meetings to be by Zoom video link until further notice 
Club meetings each Tuesday at 6.15 for 6.30 pm 
Board and any other meetings, as decided by the board. 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
I can advise that the contributions for July/August will go 
towards an “End Trachoma” project. The “End 
Trachoma” campaign is one identified for the celebration 
of Rotary 100 year anniversary in Australia. Members 
can see a lot of material on the “End Trachoma” 
campaign at https://www.endtrachoma2020.org.au/ . The 
project our Club will be supporting will be the provision of 
health hardware kits for schools. 

Continued next page 
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The cost is $15 for each pack and they consist of 
shampoo, conditioner, soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, 
deodorant, small towel and reusable water bottles. A 
photo of a similar hygiene kit is shown elsewhere in this 
bulletin.  
 
The Board last week approved two new projects for the 
Club. The first is the making and selling of masks. My 
wife Dianne has put her hand up to lead this project. 
More details are included in this bulletin. The other is a 
project to partner with Alan and Susan Opie to sell the 
guitar collection of their late son Denis with proceeds to 
be directed to Rotary projects. On behalf of Club 
Members I thank Alan and Susan for their most 
generous offer. 
 
My theme for this week is endurance (the ability to 
endure a difficult process without giving way). I started 
my message with the greeting “Fellow Travellers.” I did 
this as my thought for the week comes from the book 
“The Hobbit.” Bilbo Baggins the hobbit did face may 
trials but he was reminded that bad times do end. 
 
Cheers Paul 
“Rotary Opens Opportunities” 
 
Thought for the Week:  
 
“So snow comes after fire, and even dragons (read 
Covid 19) have their endings” - with apologies to J.R.R. 
Tolkien from the Hobbit, or There and Back Again. 

----------------- 
Club Meeting No 2354 – 4 August – Zoom Video   
 
Attendance: 18 members, 5 guests 
Apologies: Carol, Quayle, Cliff Riley 
Guests: Brian Schauer, Margaret Aivatoglou, Tim Fitton 
and Remy, Rachel Dunwell, Giorgio Migliaccio 
(speaker) 
 
President Paul welcomed members and guests and 
announced the following: 

• Congratulations to Jack Cooper who celebrated his 

90th birthday recently 

• Thanks to Brian Schauer who contacted Hon 

Member Deryk Pearson recently who is going well. 

An email was circulated to all members. 

• The bi-weekly raffle would be held that evening. We 

are now supporting five local businesses. 

• Friend of the club Stuart Ingram is recovering after 

surgery. A reminder of the benefit of Bowelscan 

Kathy mentioned that Margaret Butler is recovering after 
eye surgery. Don is going well. 
 
Ernie Williams chaired the remainder of the meeting. 
 
Reports and Announcements 
Trina (secretary) reminded board members of the board 
meeting this week (Monday 10th) 
 
  

Graeme (treasurer) said that most members have now 
paid their annual subscriptions, thank you. There is little 
other financial activity. 
 
David (community) said that 46 care packages have 
been made up so far and distributed through various 
agencies. We are not sure how long the need for these 
packages will last. 
 
President Paul asked board members to stay for a short 
meeting after the main meeting ended. 
 
Kathy suggested that many international students need 
assistance and the club might be able to help. 
 
Kay suggested that a list of coming speakers be shown 
on the club website.  
 
Brian said that Facebook posts are also now being 
shown on the club website under the heading “Facebook 
Posts” 
 
Alan offered to pick up groceries for the care packages  
 
Guest Speaker – Giorgio Migliaccio – Destiny 
Rescue 
Destiny Rescue is an internationally recognised 
Christian non-for-profit organisation dedicated to 
rescuing young children trapped in the sex trade. It 
commenced in 2001 working first in Cambodia and 
Thailand and has since extended its activities to India, 
Dominican Republic and The Philippines where the 
major problems are found. Its long-term mission is to see 
sex slavery ended in our lifetime. 
 
Giorgio told of his early involvement with Destiny Rescue 
working in Pattaya, a major tourist town in Thailand, 
where there are many bars openly displaying young girls 
“on the menu.” He saw many young girls from small 
villages working there to support their poor families. In 
2016 there were an estimated one million young children 
with average age of 15 working in forced slavery. The 
children were exploited due to: 

• Gender bias, sexism and sex discrimination 

• Family debit when responsibility falls to daughters 

• Demand due to male attraction to women and girls 

Uneducated young girls in these countries are easy prey 
for the sex trade as they wish to avoid shame and bring 
some honour to their families. 
 
Destiny Rescue works closely with the Australian 
Federal Police, the FBI and various local police forces. It  
works to rescue young girls from brothels by using under 
cover agents to go into these premises. It also works 
with agents and law enforcement to intercept and arrest 
traffickers at border crossings 
 
When a child is rescued, Destiny Rescue works to 
develop a path to freedom. Its case workers assess and 
help each rescued child and relocate them either to their 
own home, a Destiny Rescue home or a new home 

Continued next page 
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Giorgio Migliaccio  cont. 
 
They also work to get the rescued children back to 
education or a useful vocation and provide ongoing 
support and safe housing 
 
Giorgio gave several good news stories of rescued 
children. Since 2011, more than 500 children have 
been rescued with a success rate of 84%. About 9% 
go back to the sex trade and 7% move away. About 
85% of victims are girls with some boys involved. 
 
Giorgio then responded to several member’s 
questions covering the following areas: 
 
The organisation receives no funds from government. 
Income comes mainly from donors including some 
churches 
 
Some money and other assistance are provided for 
the families of rescued girls 
 
In reply to a comment about a CNN program on the 
sex trade, Giorgio did not know details of that 
program but suggested that USA had its own problem 
with young children mainly from South America 
 
Individuals can donate to Destiny Rescue through 
their website: https://www.destinyrescue.org.au/ 
 
There is a “Donate” button at the top of the home 
page. The website also contains more details about 
its activities including ways that volunteers can also 
help apart from making donations 
 
Chairman Ernie thanked Giorgio for his very 
information about a serious subject. 

-------------- 
Raffle 
 
Winner of the raffle was George Aivatoglou who 
selected the Sciclunas’ voucher 

----------------- 

 
The Mordialloc Rotary spoon 

 

 

 
The “End Trachoma” hygiene pack 

-------------- 

On the Lighter Side  
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FUND RAISING PROJECT  

 
A proposal to raise money for the club was presented to the board last week and we were given 

their blessing to go ahead. 

 
 PROPOSAL - The project is for members of the Club with suitable skills to make 
and sell facemasks with appropriate themes. It is envisaged that members would 
donate their time and materials (within reason) to make the masks and the masks 
would be sold to family, friends and the wider local community. The themes would 
be left to the working group to decide but it has been suggested that masks with a 

Christmas theme would be popular. 
 

Di Taranto will lead the project with the help of Jill Brear and Kay Gordon. 
 

We are asking any club members or partners if they could help with cutting out, threading 
elastic etc.  We are also in need of elastic and scrap fabric that might be hanging around from 

long forgotten projects!!  I’m willing to pick up these donations from letter boxes on my 1 hour of 
allocated exercise or they could be delivered to my front door as you go out for your 

supermarket shop.   
 

The target audience at the moment is Rotary members, friends, neighbours and family.  I have 
made a start and have 18 orders already.  Every mask sold is $10 for our Rotary Club!! 

 

MASKS FOR SALE 
All proceeds to go to Mordialloc Rotary Club. 

$10 per mask – washable and reusable-3 sizes, S, M & L 

To order ring/email Kay Gordon on 

0447437950/kay.gordon@optusnet.com.au 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


