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Melways Map 87 H 11 
Tuesday 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 

 
Meeting No 2359 

8 September 
2020 

District Governor 2020-21:  Alma Reynolds                                                              Assistant Governor: Heather Chisholm  

THIS WEEK’S MEETING   Electronic Meeting using “Zoom” 
 

 
RI theme 2020-21 

Date: 8 September 

Speakers: Members 

Topic: Club Committees 

Chairman: Paul Taranto 

Bulletin notes: Brian Foley 

 
Most Rotary activities are cancelled or on hold until further notice due to the 
Coronavirus. However, we are holding board and club meetings in this period 
using Zoom. 

 
Message from President Paul Taranto 
 
Greetings everyone and welcome to our regular meeting 
where the committees come together and progress the 
Club’s plans and activities. The work of the committees 
is vital for our Club to thrive. Certainly, the restrictions 
brought on by the Covid 19 virus are testing our 
resilience but we have seen the club demonstrate 
imagination, innovation and flexibility and this is in great 
part a result of the efforts of our committees. A great 
example of this was in the fellowship area this week just 
gone with the club holding an on-line quiz night 
incorporating funny hats and a scavenger hunt.  
 
Congratulation to the winners of our very first quiz night 
– Trina and Ernie Williams who also won our scavenger 
hunt! Jenny and Mark Pudney came in second! Di 
Taranto won best Silly Hat by a whisker!  A fun night 
enjoyed by all. Thank you to Quiz Master Kay Gordon, 
Quiz Judge Kathy Thompson and Quiz Questions, Di 
Taranto. 
 
Members may recall the theme I gave for this year 
“Plan/Prepare the Future”. It is in the committees that 
the planning and preparing takes place so that the Club 
can achieve the goals for 2020/2021. I have listed these 
goals below as a refresher for the committees as they 
go about their deliberations this week. 

Continued next column 

 
SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS 

  

14 Sept (Mon) Board meeting 7.30 pm 

15 Sept (Tues) Konrad and Mimi Ermert - Aphasia 

Victoria 

22 Sept (Tues) Jessica Taranto – The Mercy Ships 

29 Sept (Tues) Russell Marnock, End Trachoma 

13 Oct (Tues) Governor’s official visit 
 

 
All meetings to be by Zoom video link until further notice 
Club meetings each Tuesday at 6.15 for 6.30 pm 
Board and any other meetings, as decided by the board. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

• Increase the profile of the club in the local 
community. 

• Increase the profile of the Club on-line via social 
media. 

• Develop and continue to deliver projects which 
support the local community. 

• Develop and continue to deliver projects which 
support the local business.  

• Develop at least one project to celebrate Rotary’s 
100th anniversary 

• Plan and prepare to hold the Gnome and Fairy 
Festival. 

Continued next page 
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continued from P 1 

• Plan and prepare to hold the Interplast Golf Day.  

• Continue to support the Rotary Foundation, the End 
Polio Campaign and other Rotary projects. 

 
I am looking forward to hearing the committee reports at 
our upcoming Board meeting on September 14.  

Through the generosity of members in July/August, the 
Club will be able to donate to the “End Trachoma” 
project of almost $600. The beneficiary for the 
September/October donations will be determined at the 
September Board meeting. 

I trust all the dads had a great Father’s day. The 
weather on the weekend was certainly a big plus. I 
know I enjoyed being able to sit in a garden setting and 
do some reading with the warmth of the sun.  
My theme for this week is resilience, “the capacity to 
recover quickly from difficulties”. A new restaurant has 
opened this week in Parkdale and the energy and 
endeavour of the young owners give me confidence that 
Melbourne/Victoria/Australia will recover faster than 
anticipated from the Covid downturn. 
 
The quote for this week comes from a novel I read as a 
young man. 
 
“It is really wonderful how much resilience there is in 
human nature. Let any obstructing cause, no matter 
what, be removed in any way, even by death, and we fly 
back to first principles of hope and enjoyment.” 
― Bram Stoker, Dracula 
 
Cheers Paul 
“Rotary Opens Opportunities” 
 

----------------- 
Club Meeting No 2358 – 1 September – Zoom Video   
 
Attendance: 20 members, 2 visiting Rotarian, 4 guests 
Apologies: Jill Brear,  
Visiting Rotarian: Wendy Oliver (Nunawading), Bob 
Travers (honorary) 
Guests: Dom Taranto (speaker), Helen Brunt, Jo and 
Skenda Bregu. 

------------- 
President Paul welcomed members and guests. He 
then gave the following  announcements: 
 

• Jill’s husband Len Brear was hospitalised with a 

serious health issue. He is now improving and 

expected to come home soon. 

• Face masks are selling well including an order from 

Sydney, Jack’s son in England and Kay’s son in 

Ireland. 

• The club trivia night was scheduled for last Thursday 

• Guitar sales are proceeding 

• The latest District newsletter, Open Doors, is 

available and includes an item on diversity 

Dianne Taranto chaired the remainder of the meeting. 
 
 

Reports and Members’ Announcements 
 
Treasurer Graeme advised that there has been little 
change in club finances. Small amounts of money are 
coming from members. 
 
David (community) said that 60 care packages have 
been distributed. He will advise if and when more goods 
are needed.. 
 
Ernie is still working on a proposal to run a “virtual (on-
line) art show”. Planning for the next Gnome and Fairy 
Festival will proceed a bit later. 
 
Kathy gave details of the quiz night. Trina will send the 
Zoom link 
 
Glenyse suggested that anyone wishing to contact Jill 
concerning Len, should do so by text message. 
 
The fortnightly club raffle was won by Cliff Riley 

----------- 
Guest Speaker: Dominic Taranto “Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion 
Chairman Dianne introduced guest speaker Dom who is  
an artist and works for a creative technology company, 
Redbubble, where he is in the office of community and is 
the head of belonging. 
 
Dominic commenced with some definitions: 
Diversity - This is all about the characteristics of our 
identity that make us different. Examples are age, 
gender, ethnicity, religion, disability, sexual orientation, 
education, and national origin 
 
Equity - Equity and Equality are not interchangeable.  
The aim is not to treat everyone equally because that 
assumes everyone comes from an equal place. Equity is 
the effort  to bring balance to inequality 

 
Inclusion - Inclusive cultures make people feel respected 
and valued for who they are. The goal is to make each 
individual feel welcomed and celebrated 
 
Belonging - Combining the three above elements should 
result in a sense of belonging to all in the community 

 
Equity and Equality are not the same as shown here. 
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Guest speaker (cont) 

 
Dominic pointed out that our population is becoming 
more diverse – 72% of baby boomers are Caucasian 
compared with only 56% of millennials so different 
approaches are needed. 67% of job seekers 
consider workplace diversity important and about 
50% of existing employees want more diversity. 
 
On the question of gender balance, various studies 
show that companies with women in executive 
positions achieve higher returns to shareholders. 
 
Dominic pointed to a benefit of diversity in a 
business or organisation is that it allows a greater 
range of challenges to be tackled. It also inspired 
innovation. 
 
Some practical things that can improve diversity in 
any organisation are continuous learning, listening to 
people both members and stakeholders, setting 
diversity goals and celebrating differences  such as 
race, gender and religions. 
 
Details of Rotary’s policy and approach to diversity 
are available on the Rotary International website. 
 
Dominic then responded to a number of questions 
raised by member and guests. 
 
Jenny Pudney expressed the club’s thanks to 
Dominic for his interesting and informative 
presentation.  

------------------ 
Some photos from the Quiz Night 

 
Quiz Winners – Trina and Ernie 

 

 

 
Quiz Runners Up – Jenny and Mark Pudney 

 

 
The Winning Hat – Dianne 

---------------------- 

On the Lighter Side 
 

 

 
 


