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Club meets at Woodlands Golf Club 
109 White Street Mordialloc   
Melways Map 87 H 11 
Tuesday 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 

 
Meeting No 2370 

1 December 
2020 

District Governor 2020-21:  Alma Reynolds                                                              Assistant Governor: Heather Chisholm  

THIS WEEK’S MEETING   Electronic Meeting using “Zoom” 
 

 
RI theme 2020-21 

Date: 1 December 

Speaker: Brian Foley 

Topic: Rotary Foundation issues 

Chairman: Jack Cooper 

Bulletin notes: Trina Williams 

 
Note: Club Annual General Meeting will be held at 6.30 pm 
 
Most Rotary activities are cancelled or on hold until further notice due to the 
Coronavirus. Board and club meetings in this period are held using Zoom. 

 
Message from President Paul Taranto 
 
Hello everyone and welcome to our first meeting for the 
month of December. December!! How quickly the year is 
passing. Christmas is around the corner and then we 
welcome 2021. However let us not get ahead of 
ourselves as there is much to happen in 2020 before we 
start with 2021. 
 
First and foremost there is the issue of how we will meet 
in 2021. The progress made in Victoria in controlling the 
Covid infection (30 days with no new infections as of 
Sunday morning) now means face to face meetings are 
once again possible. Members will have received an 
email from me on this matter in the last day or so. If you 
have not received it please let me know. It is important 
for members to consider what we have experienced and 
learnt from conducting our meetings over Zoom and how 
this can be incorporated into how we work going 
forward. It is also important to reflect on the costs 
involved with face to face meetings and how these costs 
may be an impediment for current and future members.  
I hope members will provide their feedback by 
December 11 so the Board can consider the matter at 
the December 14 Board meeting and make some 
decisions on how the club will operate in 2021. 
 

Continued next column 

 
SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS 

8 Dec (Tues) Sarah - Walter & Eliza Hall Institute 

12 Dec (Sat) Bunnings sausage sizzle 

14 Dec (Mon) Board meeting 7.30 pm 

15 Dec (Tues) Club committees 

22 Dec (Tues) TBA 
 

All meetings to be by Zoom video link until further notice 
Club meetings each Tuesday at 6.15 for 6.30 pm 
Board and any other meetings, as decided by the board. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The lifting of many Covid restrictions last weekend has 
meant we can now have people over to our homes for 
gatherings of family and friends. Dianne and I did just 
that on Saturday and it was wonderful to have the back 
garden filled again with conversation and laughter. It is 
also refreshing to be able to walk around the 
neighbourhood without having to wear a face mask and 
see people smile as pleasantries are exchanged. A 
couple of our members are working on us having a face 
to face Christmas function. Fingers crossed that this 
comes to fruition and we can enjoy some face to face 
fellowship before years end. There are still some 
restrictions though so carrying that mask around and 
putting it on when entering closed spaces and the 
washing of hands are still important 

Continued next page 
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The end of 2020 may be looming but the club still has 
much to do before then end of the year. We have our 
first Bunnings sausage sizzle to organise for December 
12, there are the preparations for an Australia Day 
(January 26) event to continue to move forward as well 
as the arrangements for the Gnome and Fairy Festival 
(March 14, 2021). This is not to forget that our End 
Trachoma project of putting together 231 kits for the 
Lajamanu School needs to be completed before school 
starts in the New Year. 
 
With so much to do and little time before years end my 
message for this week is: 

 
 
Cheers Paul 
“Rotary Opens Opportunities” (to get the job done) 

----------------- 
Club Meeting No 2369 – 24 November – Zoom Video   
 
Attendance: 16 members, 1 guest 
Apologies: Glenyse and Jack Cooper, Jack Pyziakos, 
Di Taranto, George and Margaret Aivatoglou 
 
President Paul welcomed all members and guest Peter 
Sindrey. Paul also chaired the remainder of the 
meeting. 

-------------------------- 
2020 Annual General Meeting 
President Paul formally opened the 2020 Annual 
General Meeting. This is a summary of the AGM 
proceedings. The full account is contained in the 
meeting minutes: 
 
Minutes of the 2019 AGM held on 26 November 2019, 
and the adjourned item on 5 May 2020, were read by 
Secretary Trina and accepted moved David Brunt, 
seconded Phil Maxwell. There was no business arising. 
 
2021-22 Executive Positions: 
Nominated members for the vacant positions: 
President:    Brian Foley 
Immediate Past President: Paul Taranto 
Secretary: Trina Williams 
Treasurer: Graeme Bruce 
Rotary Foundation: Paul Taranto 
 
As there were no other nominations, these members 
were declared elected to the respective positions, 
moved Trina Williams, seconded Ernie Williams. 
 
Additional directors to be considered at an adjourned 
meeting early in 2021. 
 

 
Financial Report for 2019-20 
Treasurer Graeme Bruce presented the club accounts 
for 2019-20 with a certificate from Auditor Bob Tye that 
they are a true and fair record of the club financial 
position at 30 June 2020.  
 
In summary, the total funds available from all sources at 
1 July 2019 totalled $55,025 and at 30 June 2020 
they were 45,085.88. Total expenditure on projects, 
programs and donations amounted to $61,621.37. 
 
The financial report was accepted, moved Brian 
Schauer, seconded Phil Maxwell. 
 
There being no further business, the AGM was 
adjourned and the regular meeting re-opened. The 
proposed date for the 2021 AGM is 23 November 
2021 
 
If any member would like to view the full club accounts 
for 2019-20, please contact Treasurer Graeme Bruce. 

--------------- 
Club meeting 
President Paul commented that a board meeting the 
previous evening had considered arrangements for 
future club meetings when face-to-face meetings 
resume. An email will be sent to all members seeking 
views on a number of possible options. 
 
Reports and Members’ Announcements 
Secretary Trina also spoke of the board meeting for 
which directors will report on their portfolios. 
 
David (Community) thanked Kay and all members who 
participated in the fundraiser walk for Parkinsons 
Victoria. The club has contributed additional funds so 
that $2500 has been paid to Parkinsons Victoria. Kay 
added her thanks to all participants and the board for the 
club donation. David also reported that the care 
packages project is now completed with a total of 255 
packages donated. 
 
Paul reported that assembly of the hygiene kits for the 
End Trachoma project is going well at his house. 
 
Brian (international) reported that the board had agreed 
to arrangements for transfer of funds donated by 
individual members to The Rotary Foundation. 
 
Ernie (projects) advised that a meeting of the committee 
organising celebrations for 100 years of Rotary and the 
club 50th anniversary would meet the following day. The 
Gnome & Fairy would meet on 9 December. Ernie has 
approached Southland in regard to holding an art show 
in the latter half of 2021 
 
Paul reported that he, David, Phil and Graeme had 
attended Parkdale United Cricket Club and donated our 
annual Keith Carpenter Memorial award for a young 
cricketer. The cricket club indicated they might help at 
the Gnome and Fairy Festival. 
 
Kathy reminded of her sale of fresh cherries, direct from 
the farm. 
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Guest Speaker – Peter Sindrey “East Gippsland 
Bushfire Recovery” 
Peter is a member of the Rotary Club of Lakes 
Entrance, one of five clubs that form the East Gippsland 
Rotary Fire Aid. (EGRFA). The other clubs are 
Bairnsdale, Bairnsdale Sunrise, Orbost and Mitchell 
River. The group was formed to manage Rotary’s 
response to the 2019/20 bushfires in that area.  
 
Peter began by thanking our club for our donation to 
assist the recovery effort. Mordialloc Rotary paid $5000 
to the East Gippsland group and the same amount to a 
similar Rotary group in North -East Victoria. 
 
The following is a summary of information contained in 
Peter’s comprehensive presentation. In summary the 
2019/20 bushfires in East Gippsland resulted in: 
 
• 5 Victorians Lost Their Lives 
• 300 Families Lost Their Homes 
• 400 Properties Severely Damaged 
• Countless Kilometres of Fencing Destroyed 
• 1.2 Million Hectares of Bushland Totally Burned 
• Immeasurable Thousands (Millions) of Livestock, 

Wildlife, Birds & Bees Perished  
 
On 1 January 2020, the five clubs formed the East 
Gippsland group and agreed to unite their efforts over 
the next two to three years to assist individuals and the 
community in the recovery.  
 
Since January, EGRFA has received over $1.3 million in 
donations and grants from Rotarians and Rotary clubs 
throughout Australia and overseas, individual and 
corporate bodies, District 9820, Rotary Foundation 
RAWCS and some from Federal and State authorities. 
In addition, they have received in-kind gifts valued over 
$1.0 million such as caravans, shipping containers, 
livestock fodder, fencing, clothing and many other items. 
 
A wide range of work has been undertaken including 
emergency funding for personal and urgent needs, 
provision of 30 equipped caravans, rural fencing 
working with BlazeAid, care packs, clothing, fodder, 
provided over 140 containers, revegetation projects, 
household goods for under-insured persons and 
donations to individuals via vouchers. 
 
In addition to fund donations, EGRFA has received 
offers of help from many groups including Rotary clubs 
and individual Rotarians, local community recovery 
groups, distribution of cards and letters to bushfire 
victims, Government case workers and garden clubs. 
 
The coronavirus pandemic has affected the recovery 
effort through: 

• Reduction of donations 

• All levels of government funding have been 

concentrated on Covid issues 

• Travel restrictions and difficulties affecting EGRFA in 

supporting victims 

• Restrictions on people from outside the area to 

come and undertake recovery projects.   

 
Peter surmised on what might affect the recovery effort 
after the Covid restrictions are eased. For example: 
 
• Will donations for recovery resume? 

• Victorians are more likely to travel within Australia 

rather than overseas. 

• A major influx of visitors is expected throughout East 

Gippsland, boosting local businesses. 

• Many Rotary Clubs (and others) will want to travel to 
East Gippsland to help recovery efforts. 

• Enormous travel / accommodation / meetings 
coordination required for visiting Rotarians. 

• Recovery efforts need to be matched to seasons (for 
vegetation) & locations (Club Terrace, Mallacoota). 

• All three tiers of Government have many years of 
economic restrictions as they themselves recover 
from the effects of Covid 19. 

 
Peter stressed that Rotarians are welcome to come and 
assist the recovery effort when conditions allow it. 
However it is important  than any visits are coordinated 
through the local Rotary clubs – please don’t turn up! 
 
In conclusion, Peter spelt out four major lessons that 
have been learned by EGRFA, These are: 
1. The 5 Rotary Clubs in the East Gippsland Cluster 

have worked tirelessly together and achieved a 
great deal already.  This relationship will be 
encouraged and continue to be a great example of 
teamwork within clusters. 

2. The reality is that all three tiers of Government will 
have very significant economic challenges over the 
next 10 years, meaning that funding opportunities 
from the public purse will be scarce.  Rotary will 
need to be very creative in fund-raising efforts. 

3. Will Government now re-enter the debate on the 
introduction of compulsory home and property 
insurance?  

4. Will Victoria really learn the lessons from this 
disaster?  One aspect now coming to light is that 
volunteer community organisations (like Rotary) 
seem to be undervalued and have so much to more 
offer.  However, organisations like Rotary tend to 
operate independently from each other, and from 
Governments, and a degree of duplication of effort 
results.  With proper coordination: 
o Can the community (and Governments?) 

make more use of volunteers who stand ready 
to assist. 

o Can Governments also look at their own 
duplications in their bureaucracy. 

 
President Paul thanked Peter for his excellent 
presentation. 
 
Editor’s comment: Peter Sindrey has supplied me with a 
copy of his PowerPoint presentation and much of the 
text in this report is taken from that. It also contains a 
range of photographs showing graphic details of the 
destruction as well as aspects of the recovery. The 
presentation is a very large file, 45 Mb which is too large 
to send by email. However, please contact me if you 
would like to receive it by other means. Brian 
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Our Sponsors and Some Local Business Partners 

 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
On the Lighter Side 

 
 

 


