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THIS WEEK’S MEETING   Electronic Meeting using “Zoom” 
 

 
RI theme 2020-21 

Date: 10 November 

Speaker: Peter Ratcliff 

Topic: Mordialloc & Dist. Historical Society 

Chairman: Paul Taranto 

Bulletin notes: Brian Foley 

 
Most Rotary activities are cancelled or on hold until further notice due to the 
Coronavirus. However, we are holding board and club meetings in this period 
using Zoom. 

 
Message from President Paul Taranto 
Welcome everyone to the latest meeting of the Rotary 
Club of Mordialloc. For those that had a flutter on the 
Melbourne Cup I hope you enjoyed some success. For 
those that made a day of it by still dressing up and 
enjoying time with some family and friends well done. 
The news coverage showed that Melbournians, although 
denied access to the Flemington race course, did adapt 
and changed how they celebrated the day. It is amazing 
that our state enjoyed two public holidays for sporting 
events in the space of two weeks. It certainly raises the 
eyebrows of our international friends. 
 
The news on the Covid front has been very 
encouraging. As I write this on Sunday morning, 
Melbourne has gone 9 days without an infection. I am 
looking forward to the lifting of several restrictions and 
our living envelope opening up even further. If members 
have read the October Rotary Down Under magazine 
they would have seen the editorial from the Rotary 
International President Holger Knaack headlined 
“Farewell to the ‘Old Normal’.” Holger reminds us that 
change is constant and that Rotary clubs have to be 
innovative clubs. The Covid infection has meant that we 
have had to learn how to do a lot of things differently. As 
we come out of the lock down restrictions, we will need 
to consider how we will conduct our meetings in future. 
 

Continued next column 

 
SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS 

10 Nov (Tues) Talk by PRIP Ian Riseley 

7.30 pm start on Zoom 

17 Nov (Tues) Club committees 

23 Nov (Mon) Board meeting 

24 Nov (Tues) Club AGM 

Peter Sindrey – East Gippsland 

Bushfire Recovery 

1 Dec (Tues) Rotary Foundation issues 
 

All meetings to be by Zoom video link until further notice 
Club meetings each Tuesday at 6.15 for 6.30 pm 
Board and any other meetings, as decided by the board. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The time is not too far away when face to face meetings 
will again be possible. I believe our Zoom meetings 
have had many positive aspects including allowing 
some members attend more frequently than they 
otherwise would. 
 
Members may have also read that Bunnings see the 
return of sausage sizzles at some point in December. I 
know that this has made one member very happy. 
There are no details at this point on how these will be 
conducted in a Covid safe way but some club members 
are already thinking about this. The way we operate in 
future will be different to how we operated pre-Covid.  
 

Continued next page 
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November is Rotary Foundation month. Brian Foley in 
the weeks ahead will outline for us how we can support 
the Foundation as individuals. In the meantime I draw 
members’ attention to an initiative of the Rotary Club of 
Mont Albert and Surrey Hills (MASH) in the latest edition 
of Open Doors (#9). MASH is offering Christmas Fruit 
Mince Pies with $3 from every dozen purchased going 
to the “End Polio Now” campaign. I also draw members’ 
attention to the invitation, in Open Doors, to register to 
hear past RI President Ian Riseley launch Centurion 
Week (one of the way’s we can support the 
Foundation). It is not too late to register via the link on 
Page 3 of this bulletin. The launch commences 
immediately after our meeting this Tuesday.  
 
As I have alluded to above, there is a lot change taking 
place. It is therefore appropriate that this week’s 
message relates to change:  
“If we don’t change we don’t grow. If we don’t grow we 
aren’t really living” - American Author Gail Sheehy 
(1936 -2020) 
 
Cheers Paul 
“Rotary Opens Opportunities” 

----------------- 
Club Meeting No 2367 – 27 October – Zoom Video   
 
Attendance: 19 members, 2 guests 
Apology: Carol Quayle 
Guests: Andree Webb (speaker), Margaret Aivatoglou,  
 
President Paul welcomed all members and guests. Paul 
then showed a short video of an American lady who is a 
survivor of polio. 
 
Ernie Williams chaired the remainder of the meeting. 

-------------------------- 
Reports and Members’ Announcements 
Secretary Trina reported briefly on the additional board 
meeting held the previous week to discuss project 
funding. Some useful ideas were raised. 
 
Treasurer Graeme reported no change in club funds 
since the previous week. 
  
David (community) said that distribution of care 
packages is continuing, Thanks to those who have 
contributed goods. The Parkinsons support group met 
recently on Zoom. David, Kay and Trina attended. 
 
Brian (International) referred to the Zoom meeting on 
10 November at which Rotary Foundation Trustee Ian 
Riseley will talk and launch Centurion week. 
 
Di Taranto reported on the following: 

• Face masks are still selling 

• The design for a mural at the Emerge sensory 

garden should be available soon. 

• Preparation of hygiene kits for the End Trachoma 

project is continuing. 

• Two children are being sponsored through the Smith 

Family 

 

• Items of Kilbreda College uniforms worn by our 

exchange students have been returned to the 

college 

• Mordialloc Secondary College and St Bedes College 

have accepted our donation for their awards night. 

Mentone Girls SC will not hold an awards night 

Kay said that the Parkinsons fundraising walk officially 
ended that day. Participating members should report 
details to her and pay money raised to the charities 
account. A reminder email has been sent to members. 
 
Ernie (Projects) reminded that the suggested members 
donations are being directed as follows: 
July/August  - End Trachoma 
September/October - Every Child a Future 
November/December – Wheel Chairs for Kids 
 
In relation to guitar sales, Ernie said that a meeting 
would be held on the following Friday on future sales. 
 
Kathy suggested that old recipes might be a useful topic 
to include on the club Facebook page. Kathy is also 
considering organising a club social event soon. 
 
Jack Cooper reminded that the Gnome and Fairy 
committee would meet the following day. 

------------- 
Guest Speaker – Andrew Webb “The Country Fire 
Authority” 
Andrew is the Manager, Engineering, in the Country Fire 
Authority, and is engaged directly as fleet manager for 
the large number of fire trucks and equipment. He began 
his address showing a video of the range of trucks used 
by the CFA and the various fire-fighting situations where 
they are used. 
 
CFA is one of the largest fire-fighting organisations in the 
world with over 50,000 volunteers, more than 1200 fire 
stations and over 2000 vehicles. 
 
Fire services in Victoria have gone through a period of 
major reform and re-organisation that took effect on 1 
July 2020. The organisations now consist of: 
 
The Country Fire Authority (CFA) essentially a volunteer 
service with some paid staff that works in rural areas and 
smaller towns. 
Fire Rescue Victoria (FRV) is the former Melbourne Fire 
Brigade (MFB) covering Melbourne Metro and some 
large country towns such as Geelong, Ballarat, Bendigo. 
 
A separate government organisation, Parks Victoria, is 
responsible for fire management in national parks. 
 
Andrew said that his passion is fire trucks and these are 
in three categories: 
Pumpers, Tankers and Specialist Response, covering 
hazardous materials and rescue situations. 
 
All three types are expensive, have travelled relatively 
low kilometres and must be ready to go at any time.  
 

Continued next page 
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Andrew Webb cont. 

 
Tankers are used on bushfires and grass fires in rural 
areas, have off-road capability, carry their own water 
service and can be used while they are moving. 
Tankers come in different sizes from 500 litres up to 
9000 litres capacity. 
 
Pumpers are used around Melbourne and other urban 
areas for mainly structural fires. They have larger 
pumps than the tankers, mainly travel on-road, connect 
to mains water for their supply and are stationery when 
they operate. 
 
There are a number of interesting videos on YouTube 
showing CFA equipment and fire training. You can 
search: “Brucknell CFA” on YouTube or try the following 
links: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ONQSjkRWi8 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tShBhZFtYoM 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xoCVhBvat9w 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_1OJeRAXl4 
 
Andrew then replied to a number of questions on issues 
such as: 
Morale of CFA volunteers – this seems to have dropped 
as many volunteers do understand the need for change 
 
Funding – CFA is funded by Government through the 
insurance levy. Some CFA units are well-funded locally 
and can buy their own equipment. 
 
Training of staff and volunteers – CFA has its own 
training facility and some 700 paid staff including 
trainers and mechanics 
 
Pumper capacities and pump rates 
 
Ernie proposed the thanks to Andrew for his interesting 
address 

--------------------------- 
The raffle was won by Cliff Riley who chose a voucher 
from Main Street Café 
 

 
.Other Announcements 

 
Rotary Club of Mordialloc 
Annual General Meeting 

Date: 24 November 2020, Time: 6.30 pm 
Meeting to be held on Zoom 

Business:  
➢ Confirmation of minutes of 2019 AGM 
➢ Presentation of financial report for 2019-20 
➢ Receive report of nominating committee and 

elect club officers for 2021-2022 
➢ Other business. 

 
Trina Williams 

Secretary 
-------------------- 

On the Lighter Side (with an election twist) 
 

 

 
Address to D9810 by Past RI President and The Rotary Foundation Trustee Ian Riseley 

Tuesday 10 November at 7.30pm 
 
PRIP Ian, a charter member of Rotary Sandringham, is only the 5th Australian (and 3rd Victorian) to be RI 
President and we are greatly honoured to have Ian address Rotarians in D9810 on current and emerging issues 
impacting on all of us as Rotarians; as well as shaping the future of our Clubs, our District and our Region. Ian 
will also launch Centurion week.  This Zoom event will be hosted by Rotary Sandringham and is open to all 
Rotarians in the District.  
 
Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0lfumvrjkuHt1qfuGQYqNNglHCO3MfogvO 
 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.  
 
David Alexander   
D9810 Foundation Chair, District 9810 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ONQSjkRWi8
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