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Club meets at Woodlands Golf Club 
109 White Street Mordialloc   
Melways Map 87 H 11 
Tuesday 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 

 
Meeting No 2374 
2 February 2021 

District Governor 2020-21:  Alma Reynolds                                                              Assistant Governor: Heather Chisholm  

THIS WEEK’S MEETING   Electronic Meeting using “Zoom” 
 

 
RI theme 2020-21 

Date: 2 February 

Speakers: Club members 

Topic: Fellowship night 

Chairman: Paul Taranto 

Desk: David Brunt, Don Van 

Bulletin notes: Brian Foley 

 
Message from President Paul Taranto 
Welcome everyone to our first face to face formal 
meeting for the current Rotary year and a special 
welcome back to Woodlands. It has been almost a year 
since we have been able to enjoy the Woodlands 
setting. We have past the first anniversary (January 25th) 
of when the first Covid-19 case was detected in 
Australia. In Victoria we have ridden the first wave, 
conquered the second wave and despite the emergence 
of new British, South African and Brazilian variants kept 
the recent outbreaks to a ripple. Our community and our 
authorities have learnt along the way and from the 
knowledge gained we are now seeing activities and 
events such as AFL football and the Australian Open 
Tennis being open to the public in Victoria. My daughter 
Jessica was hosting one of her colleagues from the 
“Mercy Ships” and she took her visitor to the MCG for a 
BBL match. Jessica remarked in her Instagram post that 
she had not been back to the MCG since the 2019 
Grand Final, an absence of over 16 months. I know I am 
looking forward to seeing an AFL game once again live 
and at a football ground. 
 
Despite the restrictions that have come with Covid our 
club has learnt how to continue to operate and serve our 
community as well as contribute to some of Rotary’s 
national and International programs. We have learnt 
how to meet over Zoom, we have learnt how to plan and 
prepare in a shifting environment. 
 

Continued next column 

 
SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS 

9 Feb (Tues) Club meeting - Zoom 

15 Feb (Mon) Board meeting Taranto house 

16 Feb (Tues) Club meeting at Woodlands GC 

23 Feb (Tues) Club meeting at Woodlands GC 

2 Mar (Tues) Club meeting at Woodlands GC 

14 Mar (Sun) Gnome & Fairy Festival, George 

Woods Reserve, Mordialloc 
 

 
This week’s club meeting includes dinner and will be 
held at Woodlands Golf Club 6.00 for 6.30 pm.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
It was very satisfying to see our efforts come together 
for the Australia Day event, the Karkarook Park clean up 
activity. I hope we can hold such an event again in the 
future working with the Moorabbin and Bentleigh 
Moorabbin Central Rotary Clubs. Despite the perception 
that the park was generally clean, the efforts on the day 
resulted in many bags of rubbish being collected and 
removed. The event also provided an opportunity for the 
general public to learn more about our clubs and Rotary. 
I believe three enquires for our club eventuated on the 
day. 
 
It was also very satisfying to see the 59 boxes 
containing 232 hygiene kits bound for the Lajamanu 
School loaded onto a truck and commence their journey 
to Alice Springs last Wednesday. 

Continued next page 
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Thank you to Jill Van for providing the contact to the 
logistics firm, Northline, which offered to transport the 
boxes for no charge for the “End Trachoma” program. I 
(and no doubt the many club members and friends who 
helped with acquiring the materials, making and packing 
the bags) look forward to hearing they have arrived and 
the reaction of the children when they get their kits. 
 
If members have not already seen the new signage at 
the Mentone, Mordialloc and Aspendale railway stations 
then I encourage you to go and take a look. A very big 
thank you to Phil Maxwell for seeking support from our 
local authorities and then following through with Vic Rail 
in having the signs erected. As a result of Phil’s efforts 
the general public can now see and learn about 
Rotary’s efforts in “End Trachoma”, “Interplast”, “Four 
Way Speaking” and “NYSF”. 
 
There is still much to do in the days ahead with scoping 
out the Emerge project, progressing planning for the 
Gnome and Fairy Festival as well as the Interplast Golf 
day and regular sausage sizzle days. In all these 
activities it will be important to apply what we have 
learnt from past efforts and what is required in the new 
environment. 
 
I have spoken much about the ability to learn in this 
week’s message so it is appropriate that the saying for 
this week is about learning. 
“Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at twenty or 
eighty. Anyone who keeps learning stays young.” – 
Henry Ford 
 
Cheers Paul 
“Rotary Opens Opportunities”  (for learning) 
 
Important PS: 
Remember to tell David Brunt (0418526180) whether or 
not you will be attending the meeting at Woodlands and 
whether or not you will be having a meal. David needs 
to know well before midday Monday before the meeting. 

----------------- 
Club Meeting No 2373 – 19 January – Zoom Video   
 
Attendance: 16 members, 1 guest 
 
Apologies: Jenny Pudney, George Aivatoglou, Carol 
Quayle, Brian Schauer, Phil Maxwell 
 
President Paul welcomed all members and introduced 
guest Victoria Cassonato, a teacher from the Lajamanu 
School, Northern Territory. Victoria had agreed to visit 
the club while in Melbourne and provide some 
information about her school which will be the recipient 
of the hygiene packs being sent by us under the End 
Trachoma project. She went to school in Melbourne and 
Di Taranto was one of her teachers.  
 
After graduating in teaching, a friend of Victoria who 
was teaching at Tennant Creek suggested that she look 
for a school in Northern Territory. When the position 
came up at Lajamanu School, she accepted it and has 
been there now for 2½ years. 
 

 
Paul then conducted a Q & A session with Victoria who 
responded to members’ questions about the school, the 
students and the local community. Matters arising 
discussed covered the following: 

• Lajamanu is a remote community some 900 

kilometres west of Alice Springs. The population is 

about 700 although this changes as people move 

around. 

• Housing is generally crowded and dilapidated, with 

broken fences and rubbish strewn around. 

• There is plenty of work available for locals with a 

number of work programs as well as welfare 

schemes. 

• Many of the children have a background of family 

trauma.  Few of them shower regularly. 

• Victoria teaches in Years 2 and 3 and few of her 

students can read and write. The academic standard 

is low and generally there is little parental support. 

• Some students have challenging behaviour and can 

be disruptive in class. She gave an example of a boy 

with ADHT although he is now on medication that has 

improved his situation. 

• There is some community stigma towards those who 

need medication to treat a condition. 

• Getting children to come to school is a problem as 

many do not like school. Of the 23 children in her 

classes, Victoria considers it a good day if 10 children 

are present, some days there are only two. 

• School attendance is also related to complex family 

situations. Often children are our all night and seem to 

come to school to eat and sleep. 

• In regard to acceptance to the hygiene kits being 

provided to the school by our club, Victoria considered 

that most would like them and probably become 

possessive. 

• In regard to language, the school is bilingual teaching 

both English and the local language Walpeii. 

• In reply to a question about rubbish strewn around to 

town, there are no rubbish bins available. However, 

some communities are clean and tidy. 

• In her spare time, Victoria enjoys gardening and 

meeting with friends in the local community including 

some elders. There is also a strong Wi-Fi signal 

available so she has contact with the outside world. 

At this stage, Paul thanked Victoria for her presentation 
and she left the meeting. 

------------- 
President’s announcements 
Australia Day, 26 January, is a public holiday and 
therefore there is no club meeting.  

• On Australia Day a clean-up day at Karkarook Day, 

Moorabbin, is planned jointly with Rotary Clubs of 

Mordialloc and Bentleigh Moorabbin Central 

• Face to face meetings will resume at Woodlands GC 

on 2 February. However the 9 February meeting will 

be held on Zoom for committees. The meetings on 16 

and 23 February will also be face to face. 
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President’s announcements (cont.) 
 

• Meetings on 2, 16 and 23 March will be at 

Woodlands. The 9 March meeting will be on 

Zoom. March has five Tuesdays so the 30 March 

meeting will be a fellowship dinner.  

• The cost to members for the Woodlands meal is 

$30. Members present but not having a meal will 

pay $5. 

• It is important that all members advise David 

Brunt by 12 noon on Monday before the 

meeting, whether or not they will attend and if 

they will have a meal.  

Other Reports and Members Announcements.  
Committee chairs reported on decisions from the 
January board meeting: 
 
David (community) advised that payments of $1000 
each had been approved to the Mordialloc Men’s 
Shed and the Walter & Eliza Hall Institute. A visit to 
the latter will be arranged at a convenient date. The 
Parkinsons Support Group will resume meetings 
soon at a new location St Nicholas’ Hall in Mordialloc. 
 
Brian (international) – payments of $2000 to Rotary 
Foundation annual giving and $500 each to ROMAC 
and RAM were approved. 
 
Ernie (projects) gave further details of the Australia 
Day clean-up day at Karkarook Park in conjunction 
with Moorabbin and Bentleigh Moorabbin Central 
clubs. The event is intended to celebrate and 
publicise the Centenary of Rotary in Australia and 
also frontline health workers. It is being supported by 
funds from District 9810. DG Alma is expected to 
attend. Ernie has obtained the centenary banner. Our 
club will provide a sausage sizzle for volunteers and 
sausages, gloves and other equipment are being 
provided. 
 
Ernie also reported that the Gnome & Fairy 
committee would meet the following day and the club 
50th anniversary committee would meet on 4 
February. A proposal to set up publicity and 
information tables in local shopping centres would be 
considered after the Gnome Fairy Festival. 
 
Guitar auction sales have continued. Jamie Payet 
has been invited to the meeting on 2 February. 
 
Paul reported, on behalf of Phil Maxwell, that 
negotiations with transport authorities had been 
concluded and signboards publicizing  club activities 
are expected to be erected at Mentone, Mordialloc 
and Aspendale Railway stations in the next week. 
 
Paul also said that the board had agreed to use 
some guitar proceeds to fund bushfire recovery 
works in East Gippsland and NE Victoria. Jenny is 
pursuing this and received a proposal from Peter 
Sindrey (RC Lakes Entrance) to provide a shipping 
container to store water sports equipment for youth in 
Mallacoota which the board supports in principle.  

 
It was agreed that a plaque with the club name be 
placed on the container. It was also suggested that a 
weekend fellowship be undertaken to Mallacoota when 
the container is on site. 

------------------------ 
Mordialloc Theatre Company   

2021 First Production   
“Love Loss and What I Wore”. 

By Nora and Delia Ephron, directed by Barbara 
Crawford 

 An award-winning series of monologues performed by a 
cast of five women. The subject matter of the 

monologues includes women’s relationships and 
wardrobes and at times the interaction of the two, using 
the women’s wardrobe as a time capsule of a woman’s 

life. 
  

Shirley Burke Theatre, Parkers Road, Parkdale 
Thursday 25 February at 8.00 pm 

All tickets $10 
 

Contact Kathy Thompson for tickets 
Email: jackpyziakos@optusnet.com.au 

---------------------- 
Our Sponsors and Some Local Business Partners 
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Thank You Letter Received from Salvation Army Kingston City Corps 
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The Hygiene Kits are off to Lajamanu School NT 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

59 boxes containing 232 hygiene kits were loaded 
and despatched to Alice Springs on 27 January 

 
Australia Day Clean Up Day at Karkarook Park 
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More Photos from Australia Day 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Final result of the clean up 

 

 
 


