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THIS WEEK’S MEETING   Electronic Meeting using “Zoom” 
 

 
RI theme 2020-21 

Date: 19 January 

Speaker: Ms Victoria Cassonato 

Topic: Lajamanu School, Northern Territory.  

Chairman: Paul Taranto 

Bulletin notes: Brian Foley 

 

 
Message from President Paul Taranto 
Hello everyone and welcome to our first formal meeting 
for the New Year. It has been over a month since we 
last came together. I trust everyone had a peaceful and 
joyous time over Christmas. Certainly the Covid situation 
had settled down to the stage that family and friends 
could come together in a traditional fashion for 
Christmas. However the Covid virus has shown that it is 
a very agile beast. Whilst we in Victoria had the virus 
caged, the situation in NSW in the weeks before 
Christmas illustrated just how quickly the situation can 
change. Fortunately in Victoria we could show just how 
agile we can be when it is necessary to stop another 
wave. It was somewhat sobering when we were being 
advised that our own Woodlands GC and Mentone 
Bunning’s were contact sites. The early action taken by 
the authorities along with the co-operation of the 
community has again led to a series of no community 
contact days for us.   
 
Although it has been over a month since we have come 
together in a formal fashion that has not meant that our 
Club has been inactive. Some of our activities over the 
last 30 odd days include: 

• Members and friends purchasing the items to go into 

the “End Trachoma” hygiene kits. 

• Members and friends coming together to assemble 

the “End Trachoma” hygiene kits. 

• The sale of guitars has continued. 

Continued next column 

 
SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS 

18 Jan (Mon) Board meeting 7.30 pm 

19 Jan (Tues) Club meeting - Zoom 

23 Jan (Sat) Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 

26 Jan (Tues) Australia Day Public Holiday 

No club meeting 

Clean-up day and BBQ at Karkarook 

Park, Moorabbin. See flyer 

2 Feb (Tues) Club meeting at Woodlands GC 
 

This week’s club meeting is by Zoom video link, at 6.15 
for 6.30 pm.  Arrangements for further club meetings in 
2021 will be announced shortly. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

• Planning and preparation for a cluster event to 

celebrate Rotary’s 100th anniversary, Australia day 

and to record our thanks to the front-line health care 

workers (see the flyer with this bulletin) 

• Receiving approval to put club and project signage 

up at the Mentone, Mordialloc and Aspendale 

railway stations. 

• Planning and preparations for the Gnome and Fairy 

Festival. 

• Planning and preparation for the next Bunning’s 

sausage sizzle on 23 January. 

 
Continued next page 
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The club board will have met on Monday 18 January 
and I am sure the committee chairs will have further 
news to share with members at our Tuesday night 
meeting. This week’s meeting is a zoom meeting but I 
am hoping we can resume face to face meetings 
commencing 2 February. 
 
When you Google the meaning for “agile” you get “agile 
management is a methodology that values human 
communication and feedback, adapting to change, and 
producing working results.” 
 
The Rotary Club of Mordialloc I believe has shown that 
is agile in how it has continued to operate and deliver in 
the “Covid” environment and I am confident it will 
continue to do so in the months ahead. 
 
Cheers Paul 
“Rotary Opens Opportunities”  (for agile thinking) 

----------------- 
Club Meeting No 2372 – 15 December – Zoom Video   
 
Attendance: 16 members, 3 guests 
 
Apologies: Trina Williams, Graeme Bruce 
 
President Paul welcomed all members to our last formal 
meeting for 2020 and announced the following: 
 

• The board met the previous evening and directors 

can report on matters discussed. 

• The recent Bunnings sausage sizzle raised $2150 

and went well. Everyone followed the directions. 

• Packing of End Trachoma kits would be held on the 

following day. 

Paul chaired the remainder of the meeting. 
 
Reports and Members Announcements 
David (community service) The $2150 raised from the 
sausage sizzle would be directed to provide Christmas 
hampers for needy people. 
 
Brian (international) advised that payment of $1000 has 
been made to RC Melbourne that is managing the “Give 
every Child a Future” inoculation project. Payment of 
the balance of our annual contribution to Rotary 
Foundation should be made in the new year. 
 
Ernie and Jack Cooper reported on various Projects. A 
proposal of an activity at Karkarook Park is being 
examined with RC Moorabbin. A Gnome and Fairy 
committee meeting would be held the following day. 
Assistance with the Gnome and Fairy event from 
Parkdale SC is being discussed. 
 
Jenny is following up the possible need for more 
assistance for children and for areas affected by the 
2020 bushfires in East Gippsland and NE Victoria. 
 
Members then moved into committee meetings for 
Community and Projects committees. 
 

 
The discussions in the two committee meetings were 
summarised as follows: 
 
Projects:  

• A clean-up day at Karkarook Park, Moorabbin on 

Australia Day is being discussed with RC Moorabbin 

who have links with the park rangers. A sausage 

sizzle for volunteers would be included. 

• Guitar sales are continuing and Jamie was due to 

attend the Christmas Dinner held later that week (He 

could not attend). 

• Alan has plenty of honey for sale. 

• Arrangements are going well for the Gnome and 

Fairy Festival planned for March. Stallholders are 

mostly  in place and the program is on track. 

• Rotary 100 years in Australia – waiting on more 

information from District 9810. 

• The Interplast Golf Day is yet to be confirmed for 

April. 

Community 
David has a list of projects totally about $10,000 to be 
submitted to the next board meeting. 
 
Future meetings 
President Paul then introduced discussion on the format 
and frequency of future club meetings following a recent 
survey of member’s views. The responses were: 
 
Of 15 replies, 8 suggested two meetings be face-to-face, 
two on Zoom with one fellowship meeting where there 
are five Tuesdays in the month. 7 suggested three face-
to-face, one Zoom and one fellowship. 
 
It was agreed at the December board meeting that we 
start the New Year with 3 face to face meetings at 
Woodlands until the end of daylight saving; then 2 face 
to face until the end of June. To be reviewed at the end 
of June. 
 
There was some discussion on holding club meetings on 
Zoom combined with face-to-face. Phil pointed out that 
this was possible but complex and probably required two 
people dedicated to managing computer systems during 
the meeting. This may not be feasible for our club. There 
is a Rotary Facebook group discussing hybrid meetings 
and the associated technical problems. 
 
There was some further discussion on the ongoing 
support for communities affected by the bushfires early 
in 2020. 
 
The fortnightly member’s raffle was won by Jack Cooper 
who chose a voucher from Bocconcino’s Pizzeria, 
Parkdale. 
 
Other recent activities 
On Thursday 17 December, 24 members and guests 
enjoyed Christmas Dinner at the Mentone RSL. A 
highlight of the evening was recognition of Don Van as a 
multiple Paul Harris Fellow and his significant personal 
donations to The Foundation over his long years of 
service. 
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Don Van receives his PHF sapphire pin from President 

Paul. 
 

 
Don Van receiving his PHF certificate. 

------------------ 

Two working bees were held at the Taranto house 
on 15 December and 13 January packing hygiene 
kits that will be sent to the Lajamanu School, 
Northern Territory under Rotary’s End Trachoma 
project, one of the nationwide activities celebrating 
100 years of Rotary service in Australia. 
 
Thanks to Dianne, Kay and Trina who arranged 
purchase of the goods to pack 231 hygiene packs 
and also to the members and friends who helped 
with the packing. 

 

 

 
Packing day for the Trachoma packs 

 

 
Another view of the packing day 

---------- 

 
Glenyse is supervised closely while preparing refreshments at 

the packing day. 
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Last Tuesday, 12 January, the picnic and sports night 
scheduled to be held at Sandringham Croquet Club 
was cancelled due to ongoing Covid restrictions. As a 
replacement, an informal meeting was attended by 13 
club members on Zoom. Among the topics discussed 
were: 
Future meeting arrangements 
Guitar sales 
The Australia Day event 
The End Trachoma project 
 
Members also took the opportunity to tell how their 
Christmas and New Year were celebrated, many 
reporting how they were able to meet and entertain 
family and friends for the first time in many months. 

--------------------- 
 

 
 

 
Our Sponsors and Some Local Business Partners 

 

 

 

 
 


