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THIS WEEK’S MEETING   Dinner meeting at Woodlands Golf Club 
 

 
RI theme 2020-21 

Date: 2 March 

Speakers: Jack Cooper, Brian Foley 

Topic: Celebrating the Club 50th Anniversary 

Chairman: Ernie Williams 

Desk: David Brunt, Don Van 

Bulletin notes: Glenyse Cooper 

 
Message from President Paul 
Hello everyone. I trust that you have all enjoyed once 
again the easing of the restrictions around Covid-19. 
The sudden lock down in Auckland reminds us that we 
cannot take these conditions for granted. However, it is 
nice to once again to hear that there have been no 
community transmissions for several days on end here 
is Victoria and Australia.  
 
Something you may not know about me is that I am a 
comic book collector and an avid fan of the comics that 
appear in our daily newspapers. The cartoonist can 
often capture very succinctly aspects of the human 
condition in a simple image and a few words. Two of my 
favourites are Dilbert by Scott Adams and our own 
Leunig. This weekend these strips touched on the 
situation around receiving a message. Both illustrated 
how what was intended to be a positive 
message/greeting was received and was treated as a 
hostile/negative comment. In Dilbert’s case the coned 
headed boss asked for honest feedback on how he was 
doing as a boss. When his underling replied “I think 
you’re almost perfect” the boss exclaimed “ALMOST” 
with a facial expression hinting the response was an 
insult.  
In Leunig’s cartoon he starts by telling us “Everyone is 
offended” and builds the case that “Everyone is in a bad 
mood”. Just when you think his message cannot get any 
darker he offers hope with “Well not everyone” and 
shows us an individual with a smile and offering a 
cheery “Good Morning”. 

continued next column 

 
SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS 

  

9 Mar (Tues)  Club meeting on Zoom - Committees 

14 Mar (Sun) Gnome & Fairy Festival, 

CANCELLED 

15 Mar (Mon) Board meeting 7.30 pm Taranto 

house 

16 Mar (Tues) Speaker: Dorothy Booth. “Friends of 

Mentone Railway Station” 

23 Mar (Tues) Club meeting at Woodlands GC 

Speaker: TBA 

This week’s club meeting includes dinner and will be 
held at Woodlands Golf Club 6.00 for 6.30 pm.   
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
However the cartoon is then closed out with a character 
with a scowl and a repost “That’s unscientific 
misinformation” to our cheery character. You could say 
that the boss and most of the characters in Leunig’s do 
not follow the entreaty from Monty Python’s song 
“Always look on the bright side of Life”. 
 
Tomorrow, Monday,  I will join my wife Dianne and Phil 
Maxwell and turn the first sod (so to speak) with our 
Emerge project. We will be planting the first tree, a 
flowering gum, in the garden we are aiming to develop 
over the coming months. 
 

Continued next page 
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Monday is the first of March. As I mentioned in a 
message a couple of weeks back the ride for Rotary 
Health Research is taking on a different format this 
year. I have repeated the flyer in this bulletin and I ask 
all members to take part, even in the smallest way, and 
so support Rotary’s ongoing efforts here in Australia to 
support health research. 
 
Australia is the land of the long weekend and next 
weekend is the Labour Day holiday and we have a 
Bunnings sausage sizzle on the Monday public holiday. 
A busy day is expected so please let Dianne know if you 
can assist on the day.  
 
Members are encouraged to submit material to go on 
the club’s Facebook page. Remember this is an 
important window for the wider community to see who 
we are and what we do. 
 
Finally my quote for the week comes from the troubled 
comic and wonderful actor Robin Williams. My 
recounting above around messages given and received 
reminded me that it is always wise not to take offence 
when somebody speaks to me. Robin Williams’ quote 
echo’s this sentiment: 
“Everyone you meet is fighting a battle you know 
nothing about. Be kind. Always.” Robin Williams (1951 – 
2014) 
 
Cheers Paul 
“Rotary Opens Opportunities”  (to be kind) 
 
Important Notice re meeting attendance: 
For those weeks that we meet at Woodlands GC, 
please remember to tell David Brunt (0418526180) 
whether or not you will be attending the meeting and 
whether or not you will be having a meal. David needs 
to know before midday on Monday before the meeting. 

----------------- 
Club Meeting No 2377 –23 February – Woodlands 
Golf Club 
 
Attendance: 14 members, 3 guests 
 
Apologies: Graeme Bruce, Kay Gordon, Jill Brear, 
Brian Schauer. Alan Opie, Carol Quayle, George 
Aivatoglou 
 
Guests:   Peter Negri (guest speaker), Joel Webb, 
Trevor Salmon 
 
President’s announcements 
President Paul welcomed members and guests and 
then announced the following: 

• Paul had been called up for jury duty during the past 

week. 

• February 23rd is the 116th anniversary of the first 

Rotary meeting held in Chicago in 1905.   

• Cancellation of the Gnome and Fairy Festival has 

been advised to all stallholders and relevant 

organisations. 

 

 

• The passing of former member Don Butler was 

celebrated with an excellent memorial service that 

many members watched online. Later, Kay penned 

some kind words about Don and DG Alma sent an 

email expressing her condolences. 

• Presentation of the Reclink sporting equipment 

purchased in early 2020 is planned for 31 March. 

This is listed as one of our Rotary in Australia 100th 

Anniversary event. 

• City of Kingston is holding a grant writing course on 5 

March. 

• The Interplast Golf Day is now planned for Friday 17 

September. 

Trina chaired the remainder of the meeting. 
 
Reports and Member Announcements 
Secretary. Trina had passed various email messages to 
the relevant members. 
 
Treasurer - In Graeme’s absence, Brian reported that 
the grant for the Australia Day clean-up has been 
received and all expenses paid. The overall financial 
position is: 
General A/C        $4,449. 
Charities A/C       $4,564 
Projects A/C      $19.730 
Term Deposit:   $21, 669 
 
David (Community) reported it is hoped that the 
Parkinsons support group will meet at its new location 
later in March. Reclink propose holding the official 
presentation of donated sports equipment and run a 
BBQ on 31 March, when the new sporting season starts.  
 
Dianne reported on a number of matters: 

• A thank you note  had been received from one of the 

recipients of a gift card from the club through The 

Smith Family. 

• A meeting will be held shortly with the Men’s Shed 

for work to be undertaken at Emerge shelter. A tree 

will be planted at Emerge soon. 

• More helpers are needed for the Bunnings barbeque 

on 8 March. 

Ernie gave a brief update on preparations for the club 
50th anniversary. Brian referred to the updated “history of 
the club in pictures” shown earlier in the evening. 
 
Trina advised that she had contacted stallholders and 
others involved concerning cancellation of the Gnome & 
Fairy Festival. All had been supportive and agreed with 
the decision. 
 
Jack Cooper advised that Woodlands GC have 
confirmed the new date for the Interplast golf day of 17 
September. The possibility of running the Gnome and 
Fairy Festival in the October/November period is also 
being considered. Jack also confirmed that everyone he 
spoke with agreed with cancellation of the March event.. 
 
Kathy remined members of the Mordialloc Theatre 
Company production on Thursday 25 February 

. Continued P 3 
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Glenyse commented on the bulletin article explaining 
Rotary’s response to the Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
The club raffle was held and raised $49. Winners were 
Brian Foley and  visitor Joel Webb. The wheelchairs 
collection raised $35. 

------------------ 
Guest Speaker: Peter Negri - “ClubMates Travel” 
 

Peter Negri is the Proprietor and Managing Director of 
ClubMates Travel a specialised travel company that 
conducts holiday travel for disabled people. Peter was 
accompanied by Joel Webb, of local travel agent 
Destination HQ. Last December, a number of club 
members took part in a four-day mystery tour of NE 
Victoria planned and run by Peter and Joel.  
 
The company has existed for over 30 years and, now 
that the NDIS is fully operational, ClubMates is a 
recognised provider of NDIS services and works 
closely with that body in the planning and delivery of its 
travel services. Peter distributed his company brochure 
that describes the full range of tours conducted, local, 
Australia wide and international. 
  
Peter described the nature of the tours provided and 
the services that have to be tailored to the needs of 
each client. He also told us about some particular 
disabled people, their individual needs and the 
procedures that have to be followed. Most of these 
travellers require assistance such as wheel chairs, 
hoists or other support equipment. Their coaches 
usually tow trailers to carry this bulky and heavy 
equipment. 
 
Many of the travellers are heavy, have limited mobility 
and occasionally can be violent, so staffing ratios are 
worked out according to individual needs. The support 
staff look after all travellers’ needs such as personal 
care, bathing assistance, medication and finances. 
Using the toilet on a plane is a particular problem for a 
person in a wheelchair and they need assistance. 
 
Peter is a strong supporter of the NDIS program that 
has changed people’s views of disabled persons 
despite the intellectual and physical difficulties they 
face. Peter believes that, through ClubMates, 
programs and planning, a disabled person can travel 
anywhere that any other tourist would go. 
 
He then told the story of “Duncan” a wheelchair bound 
large man who travelled to Hawaii, probably his first 
trip anywhere. Initially he had to be carried to sit in the 
water at a  beach and enjoyed it. By the end of the trip 
he had tried scuba diving and the experience changed 
his life. Others had similar experiences. 
 
Peter answered a number of members’ questions. 
 
Glenyse gave the vote of thanks for Peter’s informative 
presentation.  
 
 

 
. Our Sponsors and Some Local Business Partners 
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