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Club meets at Woodlands Golf Club 
109 White Street Mordialloc   
Melways Map 87 H 11 
Tuesday 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 

 
Meeting No 2391 

1 June 2021 

District Governor 2020-21:  Alma Reynolds                                                              Assistant Governor: Heather Chisholm  

Electronic Meeting using Zoom.  6.15 for 6.30 pm 
 

 
RI theme 2020-21 

Date: 1 June 

Speaker: Jessica Wooley 

Topic: Coercive control in Family Violence 

Chairman: Glenyse Cooper 

Bulletin notes: Brian Foley 

  

 
Message from President Paul 
Hello everyone and welcome to this week’s unexpected 
meeting via zoom. The latest lockdown has certainly 
upset the plans for many of us as well as the wider 
community. Dianne and I had planned to be in Port 
Douglas for a large family event with people coming 
from 3 states to take part. Now it is not to be and once 
again the annoying activity of going through the process 
of cancellations and seeking refunds. Painful for us but I 
would imagine even more painful for the various 
business owners involved. Watching the football on 
Friday evening without a large vocal crowd at the 
ground, along with seeing people with masks on as I 
went for my morning walk to get the newspapers, 
certainly generated a sense of déjà vu. 
 
This week winter has officially arrived. The chilly, frosty 
mornings along with the beautiful clear blue sky days 
are the upside of this season. The grey skies coupled 
with drizzly rain, being wet under foot and the dark 
mornings and evenings are the down side. It is however 
less than three weeks to the winter solstice (1-31 pm on 
June 21) and we can once again look forward to the 
days getting longer, spring and the warmth of summer. 
This is something that we have experienced before, déjà 
vu. 
 
The Rotary year is also coming to a close and the new 
Rotary year is on the horizon. The committee chairs will 
be putting together draft budgets and plans for the 
coming year 2021/22. 

continued next column 

Summary of Coming Events 
 

8 June (Tues) Club meeting on Zoom - Committees 

9 June (Wed) Reclink “Love the game” carnival, 
Wattie Wilson Oval, Elwood. 9.30 am 
to 3.30 pm 

13 June (Sun) Bunnings sausage sizzle, Mentone.    
8 am - 4.00 pm 

15 June 
(Tues) 

Dinner meeting at Woodlands GC. 
Speaker to be advised 

21 June  
(Mon) 

Board meeting at Taranto house.  
7.30 pm 

26 Jun (Sat) District 9810 Annual Changeover. 
Southern Golf Club. 

29 Jun (Tues) Annual Club Changeover. Woodlands 
Golf Club 

1 July (Thurs) Mordialloc Theatre Company 
production “Ladies in Retirement”  

7/8 Aug 
9/10 Aug 

Possible dates for Mallacoota trip 

17 Sept (Fri) Interplast Golf Day. Woodlands Golf 
Club 

Note the format and timing of events listed above is 
subject to alteration depending on the extent of 
Covid lockdown restrictions 

 
It is important that club members are engaged in this 
process so I ask all members to attend the committee 
zoom meeting scheduled for June 8. This cycle happens 
every year so again déjà vu. 
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Our speakers last week gave us a wonderful insight into 
the “Wheelchairs for Kids” program. The work of the 
volunteers in sourcing materials, fabricating the chairs 
and then co-ordinating the logistics to get the chairs to 
the children that need them. Even though I have been a 
member of Rotary for over 20 years and have seen the 
story previously I again came away with a great feeling 
of how our club is supporting a great Rotary endeavour. 
Another instance of déjà vu. 
 
If members have not taken a look at the recent posting 
by Phil Maxwell on the club Facebook page, then I urge 
you to do so. Phil’s posting is of a photo of the recent 
blood moon over Mordialloc creek. It is a magnificent 
image. Although blood moons occur with some 
regularity this image is one of a kind. No déjà vu here. 
 
You have probably guessed that my message this week 
is around déjà vu, a feeling of having already 
experienced the present situation. In Rotary there are 
many occasions that can generate a feeling of déjà vu, 
whether its fellowship with other members, taking part in 
club activities or supporting a wider Rotary program. 
This week’s saying comes from the American spiritual 
and sports writer T.F.Hodge. 
“Deja Vu confirms a faithful path worth taking.” 
T.F.Hodge (1969 - ) 
 
Cheers Paul 
“Rotary Opens Opportunities”  (to experience déjà vu)  

-------------------------- 
Important Notice re meeting attendance: 
For those weeks that we meet at Woodlands GC, 
please remember to tell David Brunt (0418526180) 
whether or not you will be attending the meeting and 
whether or not you will be having a meal. David needs 
to know before midday on Monday before the meeting. 

----------------- 
Club Meeting No 2390 – 25 May – – Virtual meeting 
on Zoom 
 
Attendance: 14 members, 2 visiting Rotarians, 3 
guests 
 
Apologies: Jack Pyziakos, Trevor Salmon 
 
Visiting Rotarian: Peter Hoo, Mike (surname not 
available) RC Scarborough, WA 
 
Guests: Don Kitson (speaker), Jim Joseph, Jennifer 
Cloke. 
 

President’s announcements:  
President Paul welcomed members and guests, 
especially those from Perth associated with the 
Wheelchairs for Kids program. Paul then advised that 
the club board had met the previous evening and made 
a number of decisions that can be reported in detail by 
the respective committee chairs. 
 
Trina chaired the remainder of the meeting. 
 
 
 

 
Reports and member announcements 
Secretary Trina  advised the board had agreed that raffle 
proceeds would go to Emerge until the end of June.  
 
Treasurer Graeme provided a short summary of current 
funds. 
 
David (Community) reported: 

• The Reclink “Love the Game” day is on 9 June at 

Elwood. The club will run a barbeque for 100+ 

people. 

• The Parkinson’s Support Group is scheduled to 

meet next on Thursday 10 June. Helen Brunt 

attended a worldwide on-line congress for people 

with Parkinsons. See attached letter and 

attachments from Helen. 

 
Ernie (Projects) reported as follows: 

• The board has agreed that the Gnome & Fairy 

Festival will not proceed in late 2021 due to the 

Covid risk. The likely date is Sunday 13 March 2022 

• Planning for the Club’s 50th Anniversary dinner on 

Saturday 13 November are progressing.  

• The Interplast Golf Day is on track to be held on 

Friday, 17 September. 

• The proposed Car Boot Sale can proceed when a 

date and site are decided. 

• “Meet and Greet” sessions at Mentone and Parkdale 

are awaiting Kingston Council agreement. 

Di reported: 

• A roster for the next Bunnings BBQ will be 

distributed shortly.  

• The new seats, white board and planter box for the 

Emerge sensory garden were installed recently by 

Rotary and Mordialloc Men’s Shed volunteers as 

shown on phots in last week’s bulletin. 

• Help has been requested by Yarrabah Special 

School to establish a breakfast club and this is being 

planned. 

• Mallacoota visit. Two dates are proposed, 7/8 

August or 9/10 August. See note below with more 

information and requesting members to advise 

preferred dates to Di. 

• In regard to providing hygiene kits to another school 

under the End Trachoma program, a response is 

awaited from Northern Territory. 

• The National Youth Science Forum will be 

coordinated by Rotary Clubs of Templestowe in 

2022. The club will budget $2000 to support 

students.  

Trina will handle ticket sales for the next production at 
the Mordialloc Theatre Co – Ladies in Retirement. A 
booking has now been made for Thursday 1 July. Please 
advise Trina if you wish to attend. 
 

Glenyse won the raffle for the last voucher on a local 
business. 
 

Continued P 3 
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Guest Speakers – Don Kitson and Jim Joseph – 
Wheelchairs for Kids 
 
Brian Foley introduced the speakers and spoke briefly 
of visiting the Wheelchairs factory in Perth several times 
since 2010. Our club has supported the program for 
about 13 years both through member donations and 
school involvements such as running “wheelathons”. 
 
Jim Kitson is the distribution coordinator and Jim 
Joseph is current chair of the Wheelchairs for Kids 
board. 
 
Jim commenced by summarising the progress since 
production commenced in 1998. Since then over 48,000 
wheel chairs have been donated to 91 countries 
worldwide, the majority in Asia, Africa and Pacific 
Islands but also in Eastern Europe. Most of the 
recipients live in heartrending circumstances.  Jim told 
the story of a small boy in The Philippines  who had no 
legs. When he received a wheel chair, he was able to 
attend school and university and now works as a 
qualified accountant. 
 
The workforce comprises some 290 volunteers, both 
men and women, and all are retirees. They bring a wide 
range of skills. The recent move to a new and much 
larger workshop  has improved the manufacturing 
process. Production capacity is now 340 per month. 
 
Jim thanked the Rotary Club of Mordialloc and all other 
clubs and contributors for continued support. 
 
Three short videos where then shown. 
Video 1 showed the new workshop facility 
Video 2 showed a child in Bali who suffers from cerebral 
palsy 
Video 3 showed a child, Sam, in Malawi with severe 
physical deficiencies – one leg, one arm and no palms. 
 
Videos 2 and 3 showed how both children were able to 
improve their lives greatly and attend school when 
provided with a wheel chair. 
 
The speakers and supporting Rotarians then provided 
the following responses to questions. 
 
The Wheelchairs for Kids program commenced at 
Wangara, WA in 1998 as an improvement of a similar 
program of the Rotary Club of Surfers Paradise that 
used chairs built from bicycle frames. The design of 
chairs has improved over the years based on feedback 
from users. The chairs are subject to regular quality 
testing using testing equipment designed and supplied 
by the University of Western Australia. 
 
Distribution of chairs in various countries is undertaken 
mainly by not-for-profit organisations. World Vision  was 
used for distribution in Africa although this has been 
suspended due to Covid. Delivery to Africa averaged 
1500 annually in recent years.  1321 chairs have been 
sent overseas so far in 2021. Deliveries to Indonesia, 
Zambia, Vietnam and Morocco are expected to go 
shortly. 

 
Training of users and assemblers is undertaken in 
country generally by voluntary organisations. Care is 
taken to identify suitable and competent organisations. 
 
Among the volunteers are a group of knitters, mainly 
women, who knit blankets and make soft toys that are 
included in the boxes with wheel chair components. 
They can always use extra rugs so Don will send a 
specification sheet setting out details. 
 
Paul expressed thanks to the four presenters for the very 
informative session. 

----------------- 
Mallacoota Visit 

 
Club members are asked to put the following dates into 
their calendars:  
 
Saturday/Sunday August 7/8  
Monday/Tuesday August 9/10.  
 
These are the dates given by PP Peter Sindrey (Rotary 
Club of East Gippsland) for the presentation ceremony 
of the container financed by the Club to the Mallacoota 
Surf Board Riders Association.  
 
Priority will be given to the dates that Alan and Susie 
Opie can attend. If they are not in a position to attend 
then priority will be given to the dates that the most Club 
members can attend. Members are asked to respond 
this week as PP Peter needs to know so accommodation 
and local media can be set up.  
 
The format is for members to arrive Day 1 and stay 
overnight and join with local Rotarians for a meal. Day 2 
is the presentation ceremony. Members are welcome to 
stay longer and enjoy some of the highlights of 
Mallacoota/East Gippsland if they wish.  
 
Accommodation details will be provided once dates are 
finalised.  
 
Any questions please contact Dianne or Paul Taranto  

------------------ 
Application for Club Membership 
 
The club board has received and approved an 
application for membership from the following person:  
 
Name:                 Jennifer Cloke 
Classification :     Minister of Religion 
 
Any member who objects to this nomination should 
submit details of the objection to me in writing by 
8 June 2021 
 
Trina Williams 
Secretary 
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Letter from Helen Brunt concerning the Parkinsons Support Group and the World Congress. 

 
Dear members of the Rotary Club of Mordialloc, 
 
Thank you for your very telling contributions to the Parkinsons Peer Support Group. We could not do it without 
you! 
 
We are now settled into our new venue and have been warmly welcomed by St Nicholas Anglican church in 
Mordialloc. 
 
Sadly, almost half of our original group have not yet been able to attend meetings this year mainly because of 
health concerns (a sobering reminder of the progressive nature of this condition). They continue to hope that 
there will be better days ahead. 
 
We have welcomed several new members who have settled in well. 
 
Last week a World Parkinsons Virtual Congress was held for 4 days over 26 time zones. This brought together 
researchers, scientists, medical and allied health leaders and people who have been diagnosed with Parkinsons 
from across the world. 
 
I enclose a copy of the timetable of presentations which will be available on-line until the 21 August. 
 
One of the many speakers was Rune Vethe from Norway. He was diagnosed with Parkinsons when he was 33 
years old. He encouraged us to have a positive mindset while still leaving room for sadness and sorrow. He 
urged us to treat ourselves with kindness practising a positive and caring inner voice. No doubt good advice for 
the journey of life whatever our circumstances! 
 
Thank you again 
 
Helen Brunt 
25 May 2021 
 
The program for the Parkinsons World Congress is attached in PDF format 
 

 
Our Sponsors and some Business Partners 
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President Paul Taranto and President Elect Brian Foley invite 

you to attend the  
 

Annual Club Changeover Dinner  

Woodlands Golf Club 

109 White Street, Mordialloc 

Tuesday 29 June 2021  
6.30 pm for 7.00 pm 

Cost: $55 per head for three course dinner 

Drinks at bar prices 
RSVP no later than Tuesday 22 June to: 

 Brian Foley: foley.be.hc@bigpond.com  0407508186 

or  

David Brunt: dhbrunt@tpg.com.au  0418526140 

 

Payment can be made by:  Cash or Direct Deposit (preferred) 

Cash can be handed to Brian or David or mailed to the club at:     

Direct Deposit to   BSB 633-000 A/c no. 1406 80562 

When paying direct to the bank, please tag your payment with your name as identification. 

 

 
RI theme 2020-21 

 

 
RI theme 2021-21 
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