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Club meets at Woodlands Golf Club 
109 White Street Mordialloc   
Melways Map 87 H 11 
Tuesday 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 

 
Meeting No 2388 

11 May 2021 

District Governor 2020-21:  Alma Reynolds                                                              Assistant Governor: Heather Chisholm  

Electronic Meeting using Zoom.  6.15 for 6.30 pm 
 

 
RI theme 2020-21 

Date: 11 May 

Speakers: Club Members 

Topic: Committees – Community, Projects 

Chairman: Paul Taranto 

Desk: David Brunt, Don Van 

Bulletin notes: Brian Foley 

 
Message from President Paul 
Welcome everyone to this month’s round of committee 
meetings via zoom. At this time of the year our 
calendars fill with various Rotary activities including club 
and district changeover dates, district assembly training 
dates and the like. Through all this it is the work of the 
committees and the ongoing progress of the activities 
and projects that is vitally important to delivering our 
mission to serve the community. I trust the committees 
are looking forward to the new Rotary year and making 
decisions on what will continue and what will not. 
 
Sunday was Mother’s Day (although I am a proponent 
that every day is mother’s day and father’s day for that 
matter) and I trust all the mothers and those filling 
motherly roles had a lovely day. We have our mothers to 
thank for helping us to learn many of the life skills that 
we practice today. 
 
Those of us that went along Thursday evening to the 
Mordialloc Theatre Company’s production of “Things I 
know to be True” saw a not unfamiliar tale of a mother 
trying her best for her family. The words spoken by the 
youngest daughter at the end of the play after the 
passing of the mother certainly spoke to the truth of the 
role our mother’s play in our lives. 
 
I took a day’s annual leave on Friday to go up to Lal Lal 
to cut the grass there. For the first time I can recall I 
asked for help from a cousin of mine recently retired 
(apart from being an international currency expert he 
was also a Jim’s Mowing man). 

continued next page 

Summary of Coming Events 
 

14 May (Fri) District 9810 Foundation Grants 
Seminar. Paul and Brian to attend 

16 May (Sun) Wine tasting at Beckingham Winery 
Moorabbin at 1.00 pm. Details on 
Page 3 

17 May (Mon) Board meeting at Taranto house.  
7.30 pm 

18 May (Tues) Dinner meeting at Woodlands GC 
Speakers: Barry Arnold and daughter 
“Inspiring people who have made a 
difference” 

23 – 30 May District 9810 Training Assembly 
(online) Several sessions spread over 
the week. Program and registration 
details sent to members. 

25 May (Tues) Club meeting on Zoom. Speaker – 
Don Kitson “Wheel Chairs for Kids  

1 June (Tues) Dinner Meeting at Woodlands GC. 
Speaker to be advised 

8 June (Tues) Club meeting on Zoom - Committees 

21 June  
(Mon) 

Board meeting at Taranto house.  
7.30 pm 

26 Jun (Sat) District 9810 Annual Changeover. 
Southern Golf Club. 

29 Jun (Tues) Annual Club Changeover. Woodlands 
Golf Club 

17 Sept (Fri) Interplast Golf Day. Woodlands Golf 
Day 
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To my delight, a task that usually took me most of the 
day and left me rather tired and sore, was completed in 
under two hours and that left time for my cousin and I to 
enjoy some sandwiches for lunch and talk about a few 
things. I will be less hesitant in future to ask for help. 
 
Friday was a very full day as the first district face to face 
meeting between the District Governor and the current 
crop of club P\presidents was held that evening. The 
incoming club presidents were also invited so both Brian 
Foley and I attended. District Governor Alma Reynolds 
was thrilled that the meeting could take place and it was 
a joy to see the satisfaction radiating from her face. It 
has certainly been a very different year for her in 
leading a district. Despite all the challenges Covid 
brought and the difficulties faced by clubs, District 9810 
has done well. This outcome is in part due to all the help 
that the district leadership group has had in introducing 
and using new technologies and the willingness of 
district and clubs to try to do things differently. The next 
three district governors were also present and each 
spoke highly of the help and training that they are 
receiving in being prepared to be effective and 
successful district governors.  
 
As our committees meet this week, I know they will be 
looking at ways we can help the community but they 
should also consider in what ways we need help and 
seek out those that can help us so that we can be even 
more successful in serving our community. 
 
Those reading this week’s message have probably 
picked up that my theme this week is around help and 
helping so to paraphrase the title of the play one thing 
that I know to be true: 
“There will always be a time to help and there will 
always be a time to seek help.”  - Paul Taranto 1952 -  
 
Cheers Paul 
“Rotary Opens Opportunities”   (to help and to be 
helped) 

-------------------------- 
Important Notice re meeting attendance: 
For those weeks that we meet at Woodlands GC, 
please remember to tell David Brunt (0418526180) 
whether or not you will be attending the meeting and 
whether or not you will be having a meal. David needs 
to know before midday on Monday before the meeting. 

----------------- 
Club Meeting No 2387 – 4 May – Woodlands Golf 
Club 
 
Attendance: 16 members, 1 visiting Rotarian, 3 guests 
 
Apologies: Kay Gordon, Graeme Bruce 
 
Visiting Rotarian: Len Brear (Nunawading) 
 
Guests: Gerald Keleher and Albert Orchard (guest 
speakers), Jennifer Cloke. 
 
 
 
 

 
President’s announcements:  
President Paul welcomed Rotarians and guests and 
then announced: 

• The Multi-District Conference held over the previous 

weekend went well. There were several items that  

the club might consider. 

• A district meeting of club presidents and presidents-

elect was to be held last Friday. Both Paul and Brian 

would attend. 

• Brian has circulated details of the District Training 

Assembly to all members 

 

Dianne chaired the remainder of the meeting. 
 
Reports and member announcements 
Secretary Trina said that the two-minute video of the 
club’s activities present at the District Conference is now 
on the District 9810 website. Log on to the Members 
Area of the website, select “Members only” and then 
“Video Links” and follow the link to District 9810 
conference. 
 
In Treasurer Graeme’s absence, David advised that the 
Charities A/C now  had $3,777. Other accounts had not 
changed for the week.  
 
Jack Pyziakos advised that  Bunnings had now 
recommenced sausage sizzled on Fridays although no 
date had been advised to us yet. 
 
Dianne is still working on updating police checks for 
volunteers at the Emerge refuge centre. It is expected 
that the new seat should be installed soon. 
 
Ernie (Projects) reported that: 
• 50th Anniversary met the previous Friday and 

arrangements are proceeding.  

• The Interplast Golf Day is booked for Friday 17 

September at Woodlands GC 

• Di and Trevor are the sub-committee to consider a 

car boot sale. David suggested that the legality of a 

car boot sale needs to be checked. 

 

Jill had a stall at Bentleigh Market to sell  potted 

succulents on Sunday, 2 May. Sales were slow and she 

would have another stall at the “Come and Greet” day at 

Mordialloc on Saturday 8 May. 

 
Kathy reminded of the Mordialloc Theatre Company 
production on Thursday, 6 May. 
 
Brian referred to the program for the online district 
conference being held over the week 23 to 30 May. 
There are sessions available for all Rotarians. 
 
Glenyse mentioned that the Rotary jingle, devised by the 
late Len Dawson in conjunction with musician Mike 
Brady, was played at the Multi-Districts Conference. 
 
Di advised that former exchange students Sarah and 
Gabrielle had both had birthdays recently. 
 

Continued P 3 
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Sergeant-at-Arms 
Jack Pyziakos was sergeant for the night and ran a quiz 
involving questions on plants species and various other 
items of Australiana that tested our knowledge. Jack did 
have a good supply of chocolates for successful 
answers.  
 
Jack had a multi-dollar delight for his grandson having 
achieved selection in a Queensland under-age Rugby 
squad. Jack was present to watch him in action. 

-------------------- 
The club raffle raised $27 with prize winners being 
Alfred Orchard, Cliff Riley, Brian Foley and Glenyse 
Cooper. The wheel chairs collection raised $33. 
 
Other Announcements 
Visit to Beckingham Winery  
Sunday 16 May from Midday onwards 
 
WINERY ADDRESS:   
FACTORIES 6&7/477 WARRIGAL Rd MOORABBIN 
 
www.beckinghamwines.com.au 
peter@beckinghamwines.com.au 
 
Paul and Dianne Taranto will be there from 12-30. 
If you plan on attending please RSVP to Dianne by 
Wednesday evening 12 May  at the latest. This is 
necessary as Peter has requested to know numbers 
attending for catering and other purposes. 

-------------------- 
Guest Speakers – Gerald Keleher and Alfred 
Orchard – Mordialloc Men’s Shed 
 
Dianne introduced Gerald Keleher and Alfred Orchard, 
our two speakers from the Mordialloc Men’s Shed. 
 
Gerald has lived in the Mordialloc area for most of his 
life was and was a Rotarian with Braeside, Aspendale 
and other clubs for over 30 years.  
 
The men’s shed movement was commenced in Victoria 
in 2007 and has since spread to other states and some 
overseas countries. Gerald suggested that wives of 
retired men had a hand in starting the organisation, 
presumably to get them out of the house! The 
organisation grew from the recognition that retirement 
marks a major change in the lives of many men and 
they are looking for social activity outside their homes. 
 
The Mordialloc Men’s Shed commenced in 2007 as an 
activity of Mordialloc Neighbourhood House. In 2009, 
the Mordialloc Men’s Shed parted from the 
neighbourhood house and now operates independently 
under its own constitution. The city of Kingston assisted 
them with securing their present shed site, the former St 
Johns Ambulance depot in Mordialloc.  
 
Albert joined three years ago shortly after his retirement 
and became president of the Mordialloc Shed three 
weeks later. Present membership is over 40 and is 
increasing gradually. The present shed  can 
accommodate  50 to 60 persons 

 
The shed has played an important role during the Covid 
lockdown periods. Seven or eight members live alone 
with no relatives or friends in the area. During periods of 
lockdown, Albert encouraged and invited any members 
with problems to talk about these matters with him and 
many did so.  Even though they could not physically 
meet, they did keep in touch with one another and gave 
support as needed. 
 
Albert also pointed out that, for the Mordialloc shed at 
least, perhaps 90% of activity is social in nature and only 
10 % is making things. Many members meet together 
mainly to socialise, talk and play games such as 
snooker. This is not necessarily the case with other 
sheds. While the organisation is known as a “men’s 
shed” they also have a few women members.  
 
The men’s shed is primarily about providing a 
community service and, in this regard, I tis similar in 
objective to Rotary although not as wide in scope or as 
large in size. Members come from a wide variety of 
backgrounds, professions and trades. Annual 
membership fee is $50 plus $2 fee for each day of 
attendance.  
 
Albert and Gerald responded to a number of questions 
covering the following: 
 
Financing The shed has a partnership with a private 
education company Kumon that provides programs for 
children from underprivileged backgrounds. Kumon rents 
the shed premises and this is the major source of 
income for the shed. They have also raised funds though 
Bunnings barbeques. They receive many offers to 
donate tools but there is little need. 
 
The Council has helped in the past and has grants 
available although the grant process is complex.  
 
Shed members could be available to assist with mock 
interviews at local secondary schools when they resume 
 
They could also be interested to accept a supply of 
timber offcuts suggested by Jack Pyziakos. 
 

Trina gave the vote of thanks. 
----------------------- 

On the Lighter Side 
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