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Rotary Club of Mordialloc Inc.     
Reg No A0011994G 
PO Box 289, Mentone Vic 3194 
E-mail: info@mordiallocrotary.org.au 
Website: http://mordiallocrotary.org.au 
 

 
Club meets at Woodlands Golf Club 
109 White Street Mordialloc   
Melways Map 87 H 11 
First and Third Tuesdays 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 
Second and Fourth Tuesdays on Zoom 
Fifth Tuesday - TBA 

 
Meeting No 2396 

6 July 2021 

District Governor 2021-22:  Dr Daryl Moran                                                                       Assistant Governor: David Cugley  

This Week’s Meeting: 
Dinner meeting at Woodlands Golf Club, 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm start 
 

 

 
RI Theme 2021-22 

 

Date: 6 July 

Speaker: Brian Foley 

Topic: The year ahead 

Chairman: Ernie Williams 

Duty desk: David Brunt, Don Van 

Bulletin notes Trina Williams 

Sergeant-at-Arms Jenny Pudney 

 
Message from President Brian 
Welcome to the first club weekly meeting for the 2021-
22 Rotary year.  
 
Last week’s club changeover was a great celebration of 
the past year when so much good work was still able to 
be achieved in our community despite the severe Covid 
restrictions and loss of fund raising opportunities that 
were with us throughout the year. It is an interesting 
statistic that of the 45 weekly club meetings held during 
2020-21, the first face-to-face meeting was not possible 
until February and there only seven more plus the 
changeover over the remaining weeks. Our physical 
activities, including major fundraising events, also could 
not re-commence until Australia Day. Congratulations to 
Past President Paul and all members and friends of the 
club throughout this difficult time. 
 
Our Rotary International President for 2021-22 is 
Shekhar Mehta of India and his theme is “Serve to 
Change Lives”. President Mehta is urging members to 
become more involved in service projects, saying that 
caring for and serving others is the best way to live, 
because it changes not only other people’s lives, but 
also our own. 
 
This year the board has already agreed, in principle, to a 
comprehensive program for the coming year and we 
have already begun moving on some of these. 
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Summary of Coming Events 
 

The Reclink “Love the game” carnival, Wattie Wilson 
Oval, Elwood. Event was deferred from 9 June due to 
Covid lockdown. To be re-scheduled shortly 
 

9 July (Fri) District 9810 Annual Changeover. 
Southern Golf Club, Keysborough 
6.30 pm.  

13 July (Tues) Zoom meeting - committees 

19 July (Mon) Board meeting Venue TBA 

20 July (Tues) Cr Tim Cochrane. City of Kingston 

23 July (Fri) Bunnings sausage sizzle 8 am to 4 pm 

24 July (Sat) Mordialloc Market. 7 Bear Street. 8 am 
to 2 pm 

27 July (Tues) Zoom meeting. Speaker: Marcus 

Godinho - Fareshare 

 9 (Mon) -  10 
(Tues) Aug 

Tentative dates for Mallacoota trip 

20 Aug (Fri) Bunnings sausage sizzle 8 am to 4 pm 

5 Sept (Sun) Bunnings sausage sizzle 8 am to 4 pm 

7 Sept (Tues) District Governor’s official club visit 

17 Sept (Fri) Interplast Golf Day.  

13 Nov (Sat) Rotary Club of Mordialloc 50th 
Anniversary Celebration and Dinner 
Woodlands Golf Club  

Note the form and timing of events listed is subject 
to alteration depending on the Covid situation  
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Many of the programs, such as support of The Rotary 
Foundation, the Interplast Golf Day, Gnome and Fairy 
Festival, are annual events and we look forward to 
these proceeding again this year. In addition, we will be 
developing some new initiatives in response to need as 
they arise. At this week’s meeting, we can discuss in 
more detail all areas of club activities for the coming 
year. I encourage all members to contribute their ideas. 
 
By now, members will have had opportunity to read a 
joint letter from district governors of District 9810 and 
9820 (Gippsland area) to the effect that, by decision of 
the RI board, our two districts will be merged on 1 July 
2024 if District 9810 does not achieve 40 clubs and 
1100 members by 1 July 2022. This matter has been an 
issue raised at district level regularly for nearly 10 years. 
As far as our club is concerned, I see little impact on 
activities if we become part of a larger district. We can 
also discuss this at this week’s meeting. 
 
I leave you with a quote from former US President 
Lyndon B Johnson. Although given some 40 years ago, 
it is still relevant to our current world. 
 
“Yesterday is not ours to recover, but tomorrow is ours 
to win or lose”  
 
Best wishes 
Brian Foley  
Serve to Change Lives 

-------------------------- 
Important Notice re meeting attendance: 
For those weeks that we meet at Woodlands GC, 
please remember to tell David Brunt (0418526180) 
whether or not you will be attending the meeting and 
whether or not you will be having a meal. David needs 
to know before midday on Monday before the meeting. 
 
Leave of Absence 
Phil Maxwell – 1 July to 30 September. 
 

----------------- 
Club Meeting No 2395 – 29 June – Annual 
Changeover Dinner Meeting at Woodlands Golf Club 
 
Attendance: 15 members, 1 visiting Rotarian, 8 guests 
Apologies:  Graeme Bruce, Alan Opie, Carol Quayle 
Visiting Rotarian: David Cugley, Assistant Governor 
(RC Noble Park Dingley) 
 
Guests: Jennifer Cloke, Margaret Aivatoglou, Helen,  
Chris and Mark Foley, Helen Brunt, Helen Goode, 
Margaret Masur, Adara (Kay’s granddaughter) 
 
Ernie Williams was Chairman for the evening. 
 
Ernie welcomed all Club members, visiting Rotarian and 
guests to the meeting. 
 
David Cugley introduced himself as the Assistant 
Governor for our area for the upcoming 2021-22 year.  
 
 
 

 
President Paul Taranto gave a welcome address and 
introduced the special raffle, with 7 great prizes put 
together by Paul and Dianne. The raffle was drawn at 
the end of the evening and raised $127. Raffle winners 
were Trevor Salmon, Don Van, Margaret Masur, David, 
Chris Foley and Cliff Riley. 
 
New member induction 
Jennie Cloke (Major Jennifer Cloke) was welcomed by 
President Paul and then formally inducted as a member 
of the Rotary Club of Mordialloc. 
 

 
President Paul reads the member induction charge for Jennifer 

Cloke. 
 

Paul Harris Recognition 
President Paul then spoke about the following club 
members and presented each with PHF pins in 
recognition of their great work in upholding the ideal of 
the Rotary Foundation: 

• Kathy Thompson – acknowledged for her work 

organising social nights and as the “rock” behind the 

Bunnings BBQs 

• Dianne Taranto – acknowledged for being the 

driving force behind a number of club projects, in 

particular working with EMERGE and the Mordialloc 

Men’s Shed, and the End Trachoma hygiene kits 

Farewell to members 
Paul then said farewell to Kay Gordon as she leaves the 
Club after 23 years of service, which included her role as 
the first female President and leadership of a Group 
Study Exchange team to USA. She also served as GSE 
chairman and District Secretary.  It was noted that Kay 
set a record for new membership during her year as 
President. Kay was presented with a bouquet of flowers 
and she spoke about her intention to continue to be part 
of the club “family” and will still be involved in the 50th 

anniversary celebrations later this year. 
Continued P 3 
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Paul also advised that regrettably we also say farewell 
to long-serving member Carol Quayle who was an 
apology for the evening. Carol was a member for 11 
years and was very active serving as club president, 
secretary and also on a District committee. 
 
President’s Annual Report  
 
Chairman Ernie then invited President Paul to present 
the annual report of his completed year. Paul delivered 
a comprehensive report of the highlights and 
achievements of the club in 2020-21. Despite the many 
difficulties due to continued Covid lockdowns for much 
of the year, the club adapted well to the many 
necessary changes and we enjoyed a successful year 
and achieved the four main objects Paul had 
suggested at the start of the year. 
 
The full text of Paul’s annual report is on Pages 4 and 
5 of this bulletin. 
 
Presidential Changeover 
As his last duty as President, Paul then transferred the 
presidential collar to Brian Foley and expressed best 
wishes for a successful presidential year. 
 
Dianne Taranto presented Helen Foley with the 
sapphire brooch in recognition of her role as the 
partner of the incoming President. 
 
All welcomed President Brian. 
 
President 2021-22 Brian Foley 
 
Brian then gave a short address introducing the Rotary 
International theme for 2021-22 “Serve to Change 
Lives”  and outlining some ideas and challenges for the 
year ahead. He then formally announced the following 
club officers and directors for 2021-22  
 
President: Brian Foley 
Immediate Past President: Paul Taranto 
Secretary: Trina Williams 
Treasurer: Graeme Bruce 
Rotary Foundation: Paul Taranto 
Directors: David Brunt, Jenny Pudney, Philip Maxwell, 
Ernie Williams.  
 
Brian presented badges of office to Past President 
Paul, Secretary Trina and those Board Directors 
present. 

---------------- 
 
 
 

 
Some photographs from Changeover Night  

 

 
Kay Gordon 

 

 
Flowers all round 

 

 
The three Helens plus Jennifer 
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Kathy Thompson PHF 

 
Di Taranto PHF 

 
Brian with the 2021-22 theme banner 

 
Our Sponsors and some Business Partners 
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Rotary Club of Mordialloc 

2020/21 Year Review by Paul Taranto  
Delivered June 29th, 2021 Changeover 

 
Good evening everyone and thank you for coming 
along this evening. It is my privilege to report to you 
tonight on how the Rotary Club of Mordialloc has gone 
in the 2020/2021 Rotary year.  
 
Some of you may remember that the theme I 
presented to members 12 months ago was 
“Plan/Prepare the Future”. I asked members to 
consider what the Club needed to do in the areas of, 
(1) Our meetings, (2) The club’s profile in the 
community, (3) Membership and (4) Fundraising. The 
emergence of Covid late in Past President’s Ernie 
Williams year demonstrated that we cannot predict the 
future, but we did have the power to plan and prepare 
for the future we wanted. 
 
As I look back on the last 12 months, I would think it is 
fair to say that the Club has made significant strides in 
the four areas mentioned and in other areas as well.  
 
In regard to our meetings, the Club held its first 
changeover meeting via Zoom and with some sleight 
of hand PP Ernie passed over the chain of office to 
me. Seriously though, the club became well versed in 
holding its meetings and committee meetings via 
zoom. Once the Covid restrictions lifted to the point 
that face-to-face meetings could recommence the club 
moved to a mix of face to face and zoom meetings. 
This allowed more members to be involved and also 
lowered the cost of attending club meetings. In the 
past attendance at meetings during the late 
autumn/winter period of the year would drop off. This 
year attendance at that time of the year was quite high 
as most of the meetings were held via zoom.  
 
I must thank at this point Glenyse Cooper and David 
Brunt. Glenyse was again fantastic in organizing 
speakers and especially working out who could attend 
via zoom and who was better for face to face. David 
again handled the co-ordination with Woodlands and 
this year brought additional challenges with the ever-
changing Covid requirements.  David’s calm and adroit 
response to changing conditions meant that our weekly 
meetings went on without a hiccup. Another club 
member key to this success was Trina Williams who 
handled the setting up and running of the Zoom 
meetings expertly. Thank you, Trina. 
 
I believe the club made significant steps in increasing 
its profile in the local community this year. The year 
commenced with the club supporting five local retail 
businesses through the purchase of vouchers. This 
was well received by the businesses and the Facebook 
posting of this activity reached over 740 people.  I must 
thank Philip Maxwell at this point for his efforts to turbo 
change the club’s Facebook page. There were over 60 
postings with some registering over 2000 reaches such 
as the Spoonville post and the Care Package posts.  
 

 
The club’s signage at Parkdale railway station was 
updated and similar signage was installed at the 
Mentone, Mordialloc and Aspendale railway stations as 
well. The club also adopted the idea of putting together 
“Care Packages” for those adversely impacted through 
the Covid Restrictions.  Through the generosity of all 
members, nonperishable food items were collected, 
donated and then assembled into packages that would 
provide relief for individuals for a few days until more 
permanent arrangements could be put in place. I must 
thank, in particular, PP David Brunt and his wife Helen 
for allowing their home to be the warehouse for items, 
then doing the assembling and finally distributing the 
packages. David with a number of local organizations 
including the Council, the Salvation Army and local 
churches delivered these packages to those in need. 
The club also donated funds to go towards purchasing 
Eskys and swag packs.  
 
The club renewed its relationship with the local 
women’s shelter “Emerge” with a project to start the 
establishment of a new garden at the shelter. This 
came with the opportunity to start a relationship with 
another local community organization the “Mordialloc 
Men’s Shed”. The club donated funds and the men’s 
shed provided the voluntary labor and expertise to 
build and install seating and other outdoor features for 
the shelter.  I would like to thank my wife Dianne in 
leading the effort to deliver this project and working 
with Emerge and the Men’s Shed. 
 
The club continues to be a feature at the Mentone 
Bunnings store with regular sausage sizzles. This year 
the club branched out and had a stall at the Decathlon 
community group’s day and had its first “Ask Me about 
Rotary” stall at the Mordialloc shopping center. A big 
thank you to PP Ernie Williams in leading the charge in 
making these events happen. 
 
The club continues to maintain relationships with local 
schools through the citizenship awards and support for 
students looking to attend the National Youth Science 
Forum. It also continues to support the local police with 
funding for the beach buggy. The local Parkinson’s 
support group also benefits from club funding and 
involvement of club members. 
 
The club worked with the Bentleigh-Moorabbin-Central 
and Moorabbin Rotary Clubs to hold our first Australia 
Day clean up event at Karkarook Park. This event was 
part of the Club’s efforts to celebrate 100 years of 
Rotary in Australia. This day led to great signage and 
Facebook coverage (over 1500 reaches) for the Club 
as well as removing a lot of rubbish from the park. The 
club had a stall at the event as well as providing the 
complimentary BBQ. Four membership leads came out 
of this event.  
 
In my mind the club made good progress in 2020/2021 
in lifting its profile in the communities in which the club 
operates. 
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Moving on now to the third area membership. It is 
pleasing to report that the club gained three members 
in 2020/2021. A past member Brian Schauer rejoined 
early in the year as he found that the zoom meeting 
format more conducive to his circumstances. Trevor 
Salmon and Jennifer Cloke joined later in the year both 
being introduced through existing members.  They are 
welcome additions to the club, and I am confident they 
will be valuable contributors in the years ahead.  
 
Unfortunately, a fact of life is that there will be 
members leaving the club from time to time. This year 
we say farewell to two of our long-time members PP 
Kay Gordon and PP Carol Quayle. Both have been 
significant contributors over the years in not only taking 
on the Presidency role but also other club and district 
roles. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them 
both and wish them well in the years ahead and I have 
no doubt that they remain friends of the club.  
 
This brings me onto the fourth area I highlighted at the 
start of the year and that is fund raising. PP Ernie’s 
year had one of our major fund raisers the Gnome and 
Fairy Festival cancelled with the advent of Covid. 
Unfortunately, Covid also led to the cancellation of the 
Interplast Golf Day in the 2020/2021 year as well as 
the Gnome and Fairy Festival for a second year. 
Despite these setbacks the club was still able to raise 
funds in the 2020/2021 year and make significant 
contributions to many worthwhile projects and causes. 
The numbers I will be presenting are approximate only. 
The precise numbers will come later in the year when 
the accounts are presented at the AGM. 
 
The club was fortunate to benefit from a very generous 
donation from Alan and Susan Opie in the form of the 
guitar collection of their late son Denis. The club with a 
lot of help from Jamie Payet has raised around 
$19,000 to date from the sale of some of these guitars. 
Further sales are anticipated in the coming year 
however the most valuable guitars have been sold to 
date. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Alan, 
Susan and Jamie for their parts in this significant 
fundraising effort. 
 
In addition to the guitar project, the club still managed 
to raise around a further $15,000 from a variety of 
avenues. Club members generously made voluntary 
donations in lieu of not having to meet the expenses of 
attending face to face meetings. Alan Opie’s honey 
sales and members voluntary donations raised more 
than a $1000 for “Wheelchairs for Kids”. Members 
again came to the party with voluntary contributions of 
more than a $1000 for Parkinson’s with the walk 27 
times in 27 days in October. Turning Covid to a plus, 
Dianne made facemasks and through club members 
and friends more than a $1000 in sales were made. 
More recently Jill Brear’s sale of succulents is 
gathering momentum and has already raised more 
than $500. 
 
I must also recognize the efforts of Jack Pyziakos in 
having the club get access to the Bunnings Sausage 
Sizzles. 

 
As soon as Covid restrictions lifted our club was one of 
the first to return and since then we have had several 
more. These sausage sizzles have raised around 
$9000 this year. A big thank you to all the members 
and friends of the Club who have volunteered their 
time to help prepare and hold these BBQs. The club 
has its fingers crossed that the Interplast Golf Day and 
the Gnome and Fairy Festival will take place in the 
coming year but there are plans in the works for the 
club to get involved in new markets at Mordialloc and 
Mentone as well. 
 
The Board very early in my year asked the question 
“What is special about Mordialloc Rotary”. The answer 
we settled on was that our purpose was “To serve the 
local Community”. Each Board meeting we asked 
ourselves are we meeting that purpose. By and large 
the Board has felt that the Club has met that purpose 
this year. Although the numbers are not yet finalized, I 
can report that the club disbursed around $35000 for 
the 2020/2021 year. Recipients of these funds 
included: 

• Local schools Mordialloc College and St Bedes 

• Local organizations such as Emerge Women’s 

Shelter, Mordialloc Men’s Shed, Dingley Salvation 

Army, Fareshare, Reclink, Maddie’s Ride, The 

Smith Family, Parkdale United Cricket Club, 

Walter and Eliza Hall and Chelsea Police. 

• Australian communities such as the End 

Trachoma project for the Lajamanu school in the 

Northern Territory (a 100th anniversary Rotary 

Project), and the Mallacoota Board Riders 

Association. 

• International Communities through Rotary 

Foundation, the End Polio Campaign, Rotarians 

Against Malaria (RAM), Rotary Overseas Medical 

Aid for Children (ROMAC) and Every Child a 

Future (a 100th anniversary Rotary Project)  

I trust all club members have found the year interesting 
and worthwhile for their time and involvement. 
 
In closing, I would like to thank each and every 
member for their time and involvement with the club. 
Whether it was attending meetings, volunteering for 
the many activities or making voluntary monetary 
contributions each and every contribution is 
appreciated and makes the Rotary Club of Mordialloc 
the great club that it is. 
 
I would also like to thank all my Board members for 
their time and their contributions at Board meetings. 
The discussions held and decisions made at Board 
level set the direction of the Club and that is vitally 
important for the health and continuance of the club. 
The Board’s efforts this year I believe met my objective 
of “Plan and Prepare the Future. 
 
Thank you for your attention.  
Paul Taranto  
President of the Rotary Club of Mordialloc 2020/2021 

 


