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Rotary Club of Mordialloc Inc.

Reg No A0011994G PO Box 289, Mentone Vic 3194

E-mail: info@mordiallocrotary.org.au
District Governor 2021-22: Dr Daryl Moran

Website: http://mordiallocrotary.org.au
Assistant Governor: David Cugley

Club meets at Woodland Golf Club, 109 White Street Mordialloc.
First and third Tuesdays 6pm for a 6.30 start.
Second and fourth Tuesdays on Zoom.
THIS WEEK’S MEETING IS ON ZOOM
DATE

5 October 2021

SPEAKER

TONY STOKES

TOPIC

ROTARY ACTION GROUP AGAINST SLAVERY

CHAIR

DAVID BRUNT

MEETING NUMBER

2409
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President’s message

Welcome to our fourteenth club meeting for the 2021-22 Rotary year.
While the recent announcement by the Victorian Government of a road map of the Covid lockdown is
welcome, the recent surge in cases emphasises that it is going to need a staged process over many weeks.
The recent progress in vaccination rates across Victoria is also good news and it seems that we can look
ahead positively although it will take some further time to get there and we must remain vigilant.
Given the continuing uncertainty when Covid restrictions would ease, the board had no alternative other
than defer the club’s 50th anniversary celebration for approximately six months. A wide range of past
members and other potential attendees have been informed of the decision and many have expressed
their agreement.
It was great that we were able to run our first Mordi Market last Saturday. Not only did we make a profit,
but it also proved to be a very happy community event and we can look forward to it growing over coming
months.
Glenyse Cooper has continued to bring us a great range of speakers covering varied and interesting topics
and has the program planned up to December. This week, our speaker is District International chair Tony
Stokes, a member of the Rotary Action Group against Slavery. The following week we will have our
monthly committee meetings and later in the month we will hear a first-hand account of North Korea
and Paul Taranto will provide an update on the petrochemical industry in Victoria.
I leave you with a quote from the great scientist Marie Curie which is as appropriate in today’s society as
when she said it a century ago:

“Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now is the time to understand more, so that we
may fear less.” – Marie Curie, Polish scientist, 1867-1934

Have a great week

Brian
Serve to Change Lives

Mordialloc Rotary Bulletin 5 October 2021

3

Club Meeting No: 2407
21 September 2021 on Zoom
Attendees: George Aivatoglou, Jill Brear,
Graeme Bruce, David Brunt, Jennie Cloke,
Glenyse Cooper, Jack Cooper, Brian Foley, Alan
Opie, Jenny Pudney, Jack Pyziakos, Cliff Riley,
Trevor Salmon, Brian Schauer, Dianne Taranto,
Paul Taranto, Kathy Thompson, Ernie Williams,
Trina Williams.
Visiting Rotarians: Amrit Singh (RC Southbank)
Guests: Margaret Aivatoglou, Anna Worsnop
Apologies: Nil
Attendance : 18 members, 2 guests, 3 visiting 1
visiting Rotarian.
Chairman for the evening: Brian Foley
Executive Reports:
Secretary: The Board will meet on Monday, 27
September and the agenda has been distributed.
Treasurer: a new auditor has been appointed –
Alan Kempton. The new “Events” account has
been opened at the Bendigo Bank. Council’s
grant of $4,000 has been received for the
Gnome & Fairy Festival.

President announcements
21 September 2021
President Brian welcomed all and in particular,
welcomed out guest speaker Anna Worsnop.
Last Sunday the Victorian Premier announced
the road map to bring our state out of lockdown
progressively over the coming months. Given
the serious consequences for the health system,
commerce and other community needs of this
decision, it seems a reasonable one to me.
At least it gives a good guide in planning our
club activities from now on. We have had to
cancel or defer many events over the past 18
months. Our next such major event is, of course,
the club 50th anniversary celebration scheduled
for November. The committee and the board will

be considering the future of this and other
events this coming week.
It is pleasing that a Mordi Market looks likely to
be held next Saturday and two Bunnings
barbeques are scheduled for November, both
subject to conditions.
Thanks to Jenny who produced this week’s
bulletin.
In the bulletin, I mentioned the recent district
Rotary Foundation seminar. As members of the
Foundation Bequest Society, Helen and I
attended a Foundation recognition event at the
weekend. Some 240 participants from Australia
and New Zealand. Key speakers were Foundation
trustees, Past RI President Ian Riseley and Larry
Lunsford from Kansas City USA. Polio program
is going well, only two cases reported worldwide
in 2021 and these were in January. Afghanistan
is one of the countries where polio is still
endemic.
I also attended a session on Sunday on the
coming RYLA seminar run jointly in January by
District 9810 and 9820. I will discuss details
with Dianne.
Community Service report:
David - 20 emergency care packages are to be
delivered to St. Chads this week. About 70 have
gone out in total and David will let us know if
more are needed.
International Service report:
Paul - in the District Highlights are details of
the upcoming RAM (Rotarians Against Malaria)
annual conference. Cost is $50 to register and
attend.
Youth report:
Di – Mordialloc College have contacted us re
their awards night. Di will request that the Board
agree to support this as in previous years. Board
approval will also be sought to send a voucher
for the birthday next month of one of the
students we sponsor through the Smith Family.
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Di has 10 blankets to donate to Wheelchairs for
Kids.
Projects, Marketing and Fundraising report:
Jack Cooper – reported no further response has
been received from the Woodlands board about
next year’s golf day. The 50th anniversary
committee will meet on Wednesday to decide
how best to hold the celebrations in light of
recent information about Covid restrictions.
Brian has done a lot of work on the latest edition
of the club history, which should be ready in
November.
Member Announcements :
Paul – fined all members who were not wearing
footie colours, as per the Club’s annual tradition
at the meeting in Grand Final week.

Guest speaker: Anna Worsnop thanked the club
for the invitation to speak. In addition to her
role at the Bendigo Bank, she has been part of
the Cancer Council’s “Biggest Morning Tea”
campaign for 16 years, and has ben involved in
the local community for 20 years through her 3
boys’ connections with footie and cricket. This
year Anna started as Director of the Community
Bank in Parkdale, and has lately taken on the
role of “Community Liaison Coordinator”.
The Community Bank supports, among others,
local footie clubs, pre-schools, Rotary clubs,
bowling clubs, the life saving club and a Ronald
McDonald House which helps families stay close
to Monash Medical Centre.
The bank’s first newsletter has recently been
produced and Brian distributed a copy to all
members.

The bank’s sponsorship for events focuses on
providing a partnership which promotes the
Bendigo Bank brand, which in turn generates
more funds to support the community.
Anna showed an inspiring video demonstrating
how the bank supports the community. The
video can been seen by using this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgjVint1bo
Q
The bank currently has an offer for anyone who
takes out a home loan and mentions the Rotary
Club of Mordialloc, $500 will be donated to the
Club. This also applies to business loans, and for
car loans, $100 will be donated to the Club
(terms and conditions apply).
Members had some questions and ideas for
Anna:
Paul had some ideas for blocking off the
Parkdale shopping street and holding a “biggest
morning tea”, or involving all the local eateries
in a street event and fundraising for Rotary and
mental health programs through sporting clubs.
Jack P. – suggested support for junior rugby
league as well as AFL clubs.
Graeme – acknowledged the support the bank
has given to the Parkdale United Cricket Club for
their new kitchen. Anna advised this was
possible because the new kitchen is used by
many in the community and they are happy to
fund shared facilities.
David – asked Anna to pass on our thanks to the
staff at the Parkdale branch, who are all so
courteous and helpful when he does the Club
banking.

An example of how the community benefits
from the bank’s support was Terry White
Chemist at Thrift Park recently had to use the
defibrillator, which was donated by the Bendigo
Bank. 12 defibrillators have been donated since
2015.
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Club Meeting No: 2408
28 September 2021 Zoom
Attendees: George Aivatoglou, Graeme Bruce,
David Brunt, Jennie Cloke, Glenyse Cooper, Jack
Cooper, Brian Foley, Alan Opie, Cliff Riley,
Trevor Salmon, Brian Schauer, Dianne Taranto,
Paul Taranto, Ernie Williams, Trina Williams,
Jenny Pudney.
Visiting Rotarians (name and club): Paul
Ferguson and Peter Lewis (RC Bentleigh
Moorabbin Central), Len Brear (Nunawading).
Guests: Margaret Aivatoglou
Apologies: Jack Pyziakos
Attendance (Members, visiting Rotarians,
guests): 17 members, 3 visiting Rotarians and 1
guest
Chairman for the evening: Paul Taranto

President announcements
28 September 2021
The announcement last week by the Victorian
Premier of the road map to bring us out of Covid
lockdown has given impetus to the vaccination
program as milestones are reached and
progressive opening up can occur. However the
recent surge in cases is a worry and indicates we
need to remain vigilant.
Given the present and likely immediate future in
easing Covid restrictions, the board had little
alternative to postpone the club's 50th
anniversary celebration scheduled for
November. This was a disappointment. We have
set a tentative date of 14 May 2022, a delay of six
months. We may have some small celebration in
mid-November for club members if the likely
numbers allow it
On the positive side, the Mordi Market did
proceed last Saturday and it can be considered a
success. Not only did we make over $600, it
proved to be a happy community gathering
while still subject to Covid social gathering

rules. We can look forward to this market
growing over coming months.
Last Friday evening I attended the monthly
Presidents’ meeting with DG Daryl Moran and
other district leaders. The main agenda items
were:
·

DG Partner program. - Jenny Moran spoke
on this with the focus this year on the “Days
for Girls” project with money to go to
Rotary Club of Lautoka, Fiji.

·

Launch of the District Conference 2022. To
be held Friday 25 and Saturday 26 March.
Friday to be virtual and the Saturday to be
face-to-face at Caulfield racecourse.

·

Social Media Issues specifically the
responsibility of clubs for defamatory
comments published on Facebook or
websites.

·

Vaccinations issues covering risk
management, duty of care and
responsibilities of Rotary clubs opening up
after Covid. See attached PowerPoint for
suggestions.

We discussed these issues at the board meeting
last evening.
With the start of daylight saving next week we
will revert to our meeting schedule of 2
meetings face -to-face and 2 on Zoom. However
this will not come into effect until larger
gatherings are allowed, possibly in November.
Community Service report:
David said there is still a need for the care
packages and asked members to drop off non
perishable food items to his house.
International Service report:
The Board approved our Rotary Foundation
annual giving of $3100. We will also be making
$500 contributions to ‘Every Child a Future’ and
‘Days for Girls’.
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Youth report:
Diane asked members to think about a young
person who would be suitable to attend RYLA.
Further details regarding RYLA are located at the
end of the Bulletin.
Projects, Marketing and Fundraising report:
The Mordi Market was very successful and
raised $625.00 with the sale of plants, books and
a Sausage Sizzle. It was also a great way to
connect with our local community.
Guest Speaker:
Interplast is a not-for-profit organisation that
repairs bodies and rebuilds lives in 17 Asia
Pacific countries. The program includes
reconstructive and plastic surgery for children
and training and mentoring of doctors within
these regions.
In Laos, February 2020, there were 165 medical
consultations, 66 surgical procedures by a 7
person medical team. Paul Ferguson discussed
his experience as a volunteer with Interplast in
Laos and highlighted the dedication of the
volunteer medical staff.
During Covid-19, Interplast is working to
establish regional telehealth services to assist
surgeons and their allied health colleagues with
the provision of safe surgery. Paul provided a

video which featured many of the doctors that
are involved with Interplast and featured the
positive impact on the children.
The relationship between Interplast and
Rotary has always been strong. Paul thanked the
Rotary Club of Mordialloc for our ongoing
support of Interplast.
Cliff Riley asked about whether there was still a
need for Interplast to be working in Laos and
Peter Lewis and Len Brear provided further
information on how Interplast is working within
this area at this time.
President Brian explained that due to
Covid-19, our annual Golf Day had been
cancelled. However many golfers still donated
to Interplast to the value of $2820. Mordialloc
Rotary matched their contribution and added
further funds to present Interplast with a
donation of $9500.

Toasts
Australia: Please charge your glasses and assist
me in toasting our great country, Australia.
(Pause) to our country: Australia.
Rotary International: Please drink a toast to our
organisation: Rotary International. (Pause)
Rotary International.

Forthcoming meeting program and rosters
DATE

LOCATION

SPEAKER

TOPIC

CHAIR

12 Oct

Zoom

NA

Committee meetings

Brian Foley

19 Oct

TBC

Keith Stevenson

Keith was a lecturer and examiner of
economics and politics at Melbourne
University. He will be discussing a trip
to North Korea with a slant on politics.

Glenyse Cooper

26 Oct

TBC

Paul Taranto

The Petrochemical Industry in Victoria.

TBA

5 Nov

NA

NA

No meeting due to Cup Day

NA

19 Nov

Zoom

NA

Committee meetings

Brian Foley
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SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS
Please note the following dates and events in your diary. It is important
that all members support the club in these activities.
To be confirmed

Reclink “Love the Game’ series.

23 October (Saturday)

Mordi Market sausage sizzle and honey sales

7 November (Sunday)

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle

19 November (Friday)

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle

RYLA
Club members – we are looking for a suitable candidate to sponsor for the 2022 RYLA experience. These
events will be held from the 17th to the 22nd of January 2022 for young adults 18 to 30 years of age. If you
know anyone you feel is suitable – son or daughter, niece, nephew, grandchild, neighbour etc please let
Di Taranto know ASAP. Below a brief overview of what is entailed if you are talking to someone about
RYLA. More information can be found on the RYLA 9810 website.
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) is an intensive leadership experience organized by Rotary clubs
and districts where you develop your skills as a leader while having fun and making connections.
What are the benefits?
Connect with leaders in your community and around the world to:
•
Build communication and problem-solving skills
•
Discover strategies for becoming a dynamic leader in your school or community
•
Learn from community leaders, inspirational speakers, and peer mentors
•
Unlock your potential to turn motivation into action
•
Have fun and form lasting friendships
What’s involved?
RYLA events are organized locally by Rotary clubs and districts for participants ages 14-30. Depending on
community needs, RYLA may take the form of a one-day seminar, a three-day retreat, or a weeklong
camp. Typically, events last 3-10 days and include presentations, activities, and workshops covering a
variety of topics. Want more information? https://www.9810rotary.org.au/Page/ryla
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SUMMARY OF CURRENT ROTARY ACTIVITIES

Organisation

Support during lockdown

Parkinson’s Disease

Local Parkinson’s support group is running via Zoom and Parkinson’s Victoria
‘27FORPARKINSON’S’ walk.

Fareshare

$2000 Donation to support this important organisation

National Youth Science Forum

NYSF is a program for talented Year 11 students seeking to undertake higher studies in the
sciences, medical and engineering areas.

Salvation Army

Donations of frozen meals to the Salvation Army in Braeside

Dandenong Storm Damage
Relief

$5000 donation

Interplast

$9500 donation for facial surgery program for children in Asia and Pacific Islands

Ambulance Vic

Donation of vouchers to our local Ambulance Victoria service in Braeside for frontline
workers.

Organisation

Ongoing support

Reclink

Sports program to assist disadvantaged people.

Rotary Foundation

Donations for humanitarian projects throughout the world

Wheelchairs for Kids

Provision of wheelchairs for disabled children in developing countries.

Parkdale United Cricket Club

Support for aspiring young cricketers, in memory of a past member.

Smith Family

Financial support for children to assist with schooling costs

City of Kingston

Homeless support

Every Child a Future

Donation for the vaccination of children in the Pacific Islands

ROMAC

Donation to Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for Children

End Trachoma Project

Hygiene packs for Indigenous children in the Northern Territory

Local Schools

Donations for citizenship awards

Santos Science Experience

Program for Year 9 students interested in the sciences.

Victorian Bushfire relief

Donation

End Polio Campaign

Donation for Rotary’s worldwide program to eliminate Polio.

Mordialloc Mens Shed

Collaborative hands on assistance with EMERGE

Emerge Project

Supporting a local women’s and children’s refuge

Yarrabah School

Hands on assistance with the Breakfast Club
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