
Rotary Club of Mordialloc Inc.          Reg No A0011994G  PO Box 289, Mentone Vic 3194

E-mail: info@mordiallocrotary.org.au           Website: http://mordiallocrotary.org.au

District Governor 2021-22: Dr Daryl Moran                     Assistant Governor: David Cugley

Club meets at Woodland Golf Club, 109 White Street Mordialloc.
Summer Schedule is First, third & fourth Tuesdays 6pm for a 6.30 start.

Second Tuesday is on Zoom.

THIS WEEK’S MEETING IS AT WOODLANDS

DATE                                                         1 March 2022

SPEAKER: Gillian Turnbull

TOPIC:                                 Wellbeing O�cer, Kingston Council

CHAIRMAN:                                         Glenyse Cooper

MEETING NO:                                                 2427

Toasts Acknowledgment of Country

Australia: Please charge your glasses and
assist me in toasting our  great country,
Australia.  (Pause) to our country: Australia.

Rotary International: Please drink a toast to
our organisation: Rotary International.
(Pause) Rotary International.

Our meeting is being held on the lands of the
Bunurong people and we wish to acknowledge
them as Traditional Owners.  We would also
like to pay our respects to their Elders, past
and present, and Aboriginal Elders of other
communities who may be here today.
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President’s message

Welcome to the first meeting for March 2022.

We are moving quickly into our busiest period for the current Rotary year. Planning is well advanced for
two major events, namely the Gnome and Fairy  Festival scheduled for Sunday 20 March and the
Interplast Golf Day on Friday 8 April. I have attended recent meetings of the committees organising both
these events and know the huge amount of work and attention to detail that is involved to make the
events succeed.

The Covid 19 pandemic is still with us and we must continue to be vigilant and follow health advice as
most activities return gradually to something like pre-Covid conditions.  However, we must remember
that the “new-normal” might not be the same as the past and some changes in behaviour or restrictions
could be needed if some form of Covid appears.

I attended the “Meet and Greet” session at Parkdale Shopping Centre last weekend and  there was a good
community response about Rotary generally and the Gnome and Fairy Festival. I trust the next “Meet and
Greet” planned for next Saturday 5 March at Mentone also goes well.

In recognition of the heavy workload involved for the Gnome and Fairy Festival, the  Bunnings sausage
sizzle planned for Friday 18 March has been cancelled. Similarly, the three clubs planning for a clean-up
day at Karkarook Park on Sunday 6 March agreed to cancel it.

The District 9810 Conference is planned for Friday 25 and Saturday 26 March as a combination of virtual
and face-to-face events. This is a major event on the annual Rotary calendar and an excellent way for all
Rotarians to learn more about the wider world of Rotary. Over the years, our club has always been well
represented at district conferences and I trust that will continue this year. Registration is now open and
details of the program and link to the registration form are available at the following link:
https://dg9810for2021-22.org/conference-program/

Glenyse Cooper has organised a great program of events and speakers for coming weeks as shown in this
bulletin.

We live in a world dominated by technology and my quote this week is:

“The Internet is becoming the town square for the global village of tomorrow.” – Bill Gates, American
businessman and entrepreneur, born October 1955.

Have a good week as we “Serve to Change Lives”

Brian
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Club Meeting No: 2425
15 February 2022

at Woodlands Golf Club

Attendees: Graeme Bruce, Jill Brear, David
Brunt, Jennifer Cloke, Jack Cooper, Glenyse
Cooper, Brian Foley, Trevor Salmon, Dianne
Taranto, Paul Taranto, Ernie Williams, Trina
Williams

Visiting Rotarian: Amritpal Singh

Guests: Louis Shepard, Emily Shepard, David
Shepard, Frankie Shepard, Leanne Stewart,
Graeme Stewart, Pauline Bruce, Helen Foley,
Wendy Merchan

Apologies: George Aivatoglou, Barry
Donaldson, Alan Opie, Jenny Pudney,  Cli� Riley,
Brian Schauer, Kathy Thompson and Jack
Pyziakos, Don Van

Attendance (Members, visiting Rotarians,
guests): 12 members, 10 guests

Chairman for the evening: Graeme Bruce

Club Meeting No: 2426
22 February 2022

at  Woodlands Golf Club

Attendees: Jill Brear, David Brunt, Jennifer
Cloke, Jack Cooper, Glenyse Cooper, Brian Foley,
Alan Opie, Jenny Pudney, Ernie Williams, Trina
Williams

Apologies: George & Margaret Aivatoglou, Jack
Pyziakos, Brian Schauer, Dianne Taranto, Paul
Taranto, Kathy Thompson, Don Van

Attendance (Members, visiting Rotarians,
guests): 10 members

Chairman for the evening: Ernie Williams

President announcements
15 & 22 February

President Brian welcomed all to the meetings
and gave the following notices/updates:
● A board meeting was held on 14 February

and various aspects of our busy activities
over the next few months were discussed:
Gnome & Fairy Festival, Interplast Golf Day,
a monthly Bunnings BBQ.

● The District Conference is on Friday 25 and
Saturday 26 March. Please  register if you
want to attend. It is a shorter program than
in past years - Zoom for one hour on Friday
evening leaving enough time to have a club
dinner, and then all day Saturday at
Caulfield Racecourse until 4.00pm, followed
by a Gala Dinner from 7.00pm onwards.

● The Dandenong Ranges Storm Damage
Festival is on 27 February at Monbulk and 4
club volunteers are needed to manage car
parking. Our District collected just over
$100,000 and money has been allotted to a
range of projects.

● The “Meet and Greet” at Parkdale on
Saturday 19 February went well, with a lot of
interest in the Gnome & Fairy Festival and
plenty of ra�e tickets sold.

● The Karkarook Park clean-up day was
planned for 6 March, but the 3 clubs
involved have agreed not to hold the event
this year.

● The Gnome & Fairy Festival is on Sunday 20
March. We also have a Bunnings BBQ
scheduled for Friday 18 March. Members at
the meeting unanimously agreed not to
proceed with the BBQ as there is a lot of
work to do in the lead up to the Gnome &
Fairy event.
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Executive and Committee
Reports - 15 & 22 February

Executive Reports:
Secretary: The Board met on 14 February and all
decisions taken will be reported by Committee
Chairs.
Treasurer: No new expenditure to report.

Community Service report (David):
● The EMERGE project - Brian and Di are

working on the district grant application
that will be submitted shortly. David
acknowledged the work of Carol Quayle
who made the first contact with EMERGE
some eight years ago on behalf of the Club.

● The next Parkinson’s Peer Support Group
meeting will be on 10 March, with a
specialist physio whose talk will include
exercises that can be done from a chair.

● Gillian Turnbull from Council will be
talking to us on 1 March, including
information about walking groups.

Foundation & International Report (Paul):
● “End Polio” campaign - the Board

approved our annual contribution of
AUD$1,500.

● Dreketi School, Fiji - the Board approved a
contribution of $5,000 towards rebuilding
the school.

Youth  report (Di):
● RYLA - now rescheduled to 27 June- 2 July
● Mallacoota - Di hopes to reschedule the

Club visit for an o�cial presentation of the
board riders shipping container.

● NYSF - our sponsored student, Alisa Chech
will be talking to the Club soon.

● Yarrabah School - Di is arranging  a tour of
the school.

Projects and Fundraising report (Ernie):
● Meet and Greet - the Parkdale event went

well and raised $180. The next one is in
Mentone on Saturday 5 March.

● Interplast Golf Day (8 April) - flyers were
distributed at the meeting. They have gone
out to golfers and sponsors. Jack Cooper
advised that he and Ernie visited Rossdale
Golf Club where it will be held and they
have been very cooperative. The Committee
will meet on 23 February

● Gnome & Fairy Festival (20 March)  - the
Committee and Board have given the go

ahead to run the festival and it is all
systems go to get it organised. The next
Committee meeting is on Thursday 3
March. Di Taranto is putting together the
volunteers roster - please see back of the
bulletin for full details.

● 50th Anniversary dinner/celebration. Brian
and Jack  have completed the next edition
of the Club History (2008-2021), to be  on
sale at the dinner on 7 May.

Members Announcements:
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Di- reminded everyone about the Mordialloc
Theatre Co. on Thursday 24 February.
Paul- is representing the Club on the
Consultative Committee for the railway crossing
removal at Parkers & Warrigal Roads. The brief
to preserve/reinstate the gardens at Parkdale.
Jill - gave us all an update on the activities at
FareShare and talked about the history of our
Club’s involvement.
Glenyse - has arranged for a club social evening
on the fifth Tuesday of the month, 29 March. It
will be a visit to the Moorabbin Airport Museum,
followed by dinner. On Tuesday 5 April, we will
have a tour of Yarrabah School, followed by
dinner at Woodlands.
Jack & David  - showed a copy of the latest
edition of  City of Kingston “Your Voice”
magazine which features an article on the
Gnome & Fairy Festival.

Sergeant’s Sessions:
Di Taranto ran a session on 15 February  for the
members with some brain-taxing trivia
questions.
Jill Brear and Glenyse Cooper ran the session on
22 February with some equally taxing questions
and raised $17 in fines.

Ra�e: on 15 February, the winners were Louis
Shepard and Trevor Salmon. The ra�e raised
$27 and $21 was raised for Wheelchairs for Kids.
On 22 February, the winners were Glenyse
Cooper and Trina Williams. $40 was raised for
the ra�e and $23 for Wheelchairs for Kids.

Guest Speakers on 15 February
Emily and Louis Shepard

Graeme Bruce introduced our guest speakers,
Louis Shepard and his Mum, Emily. Emily talked
to us about Usher Syndrome, a condition which
Louis has had since birth. At 8 weeks old Louis
was diagnosed with profound hearing loss. At
age 3 ½ genetic testing diagnosed Usher
Syndrome, although it took 18 months before
answers were received. Louis is now 12 years old
and was the recipient of the 2022 Keith

Carpenter Memorial prize, which was awarded
by the Rotary Club of Mordialloc at Parkdale
United Cricket Club.

At the time of Louis’ diagnosis, there were no
support groups in Australia. With the help of the
local school community and our Rotary club, the
family raised $2,000 to support a group in the
USA funding clinical scientists to find a cure.

Emily and her family founded Usher Kids
Australia, which aims to give accurate and
timely information to clinicians and NDIS to
improve services and help children and families
to live their lives. Research is also being
conducted through the University of Melbourne.

The Shepard family are very involved with
Parkdale United Cricket Club and Louis loves the
game and being part of the club. Louis told  us
about what a surprise it was to receive the award
as he thought it was going to his Dad!

Louis also told us about his cochlear implants,
which enable him to hear. Another impact of
Usher Syndrome is loss of vision and Louis has
Retinitis Pigmentosa, which causes loss of night
vision and a�ects peripheral sight.

It is estimated that there are 250 children in
Australia with Usher Syndrome.

Guest Speaker on 22 February
Jennifer Cloke

President Brian thanked Jennifer for stepping in
as speaker for the evening. Jennifer gave us a
most interesting overview of the history of the
Kingston City Church and the present role of the
Salvation Army Kingston City in Garden
Boulevard, Dingley.

Over the years people living with disabilities and
those who are disenfranchised or homeless have
become a particular focus of the church. David
and Helen Brunt were integral in extending the
reach into the community and the church is a
place where all are welcomed.
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Jennifer uses the word “Ohana” to describe their
values – it is a Hawaiian word which means
come into the family where no-one is left
behind or forgotten.  In recent times, the
facilities have been updated to include washing
machines and dryers in the toilet/shower areas,
plus a breakfast bar and co�ee machine.

The aid given by members of our Club has been
very much appreciated. Last year we donated
over $5,000 in money and goods, such as frozen
foods. In total last year, the Salvation Army
Kingston City provided $113,000 in direct aid,
plus frozen meals etc. to the value of $51,449
were distributed.

Forthcoming meeting program and rosters

DATE LOCATION SPEAKER TOPIC CHAIR

8 March Zoom Club Members Committee Meetings Brian Foley

15 March Woodlands Gnome & Fairy Festival Briefing Ernie Williams

22 March Woodlands Les Marton The History of Concord TBA

29 March Moorabbin
Airport

Museum Tour Tour of the Museum at 4pm, followed
by 5th Tuesday social dinner

SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS
Please note the following dates and events in your diary. It is important that all members

support the club in these activities.

5 March (Saturday) Meet and Greet at Mentone

20 March (Sunday) Gnome & Fairy Festival

25-26 March (Friday to Saturday) Rotary District Conference

8 April (Friday) Interplast Golf Day

16 April (Easter Saturday) Bunnings Sausage Sizzle

7 May (Saturday) 50th Anniversary Celebration Dinner

Message from Kay Gordon
TOY STALL FOR THE GNOME & FAIRY FESTIVAL Sunday 20 March

We are looking for donations of used toys and childrens’ books for the stall. If you, or any of your family
members have any of these items no longer needed, we would be grateful to accept them for the toy stall.
Our stall is very popular and the kids enjoy fossicking through the stall on the day.

Items can be picked up prior to the day. Please contact me by email - kaygordon@gmail.com, or my mobile:
0447 437 950. We would appreciate it if you can help with any of these items. Thank you. Kay.
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SUMMARY OF CURRENT ROTARY ACTIVITIES

Organisation Recent Support

Parkinson’s Disease Local Parkinson’s Peer Support group is running.

Fareshare $2000 Donation to support this important organisation.

National Youth Science Forum NYSF is a program for talented Year 11 students seeking to undertake higher studies
in the sciences, medical and engineering areas.

Salvation Army Donations of frozen meals to the Salvation Army & $2,000 for Christmas hampers.

Dandenong Storm Damage Relief $5000 donation.

Interplast $9500 donation for facial surgery program for children in Asia and Pacific Islands.

Ambulance Vic Donation of vouchers to local Ambulance Victoria service for frontline workers

Mordialloc Neighbourhood House $1,000 donation for Covid relief

Organisation Ongoing support

Reclink Sports program to assist disadvantaged people.

Rotary Foundation Donations for humanitarian projects throughout the world

Wheelchairs for Kids Provision of wheelchairs for disabled children in developing countries.

Parkdale United Cricket Club Support for aspiring young cricketers, in memory of a past member.

Smith Family Financial support for children to assist with schooling costs

City of Kingston Homeless support

Every Child a Future Donation for the vaccination of children in the Pacific Islands

ROMAC Donation to Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for Children

End Trachoma Project Hygiene packs for Indigenous children in the Northern Territory

Local Schools Donations for citizenship awards

Santos Science Experience Program for Year 9 students interested in the sciences.

Victorian Bushfire relief Donation

End Polio Campaign Donation for Rotary’s worldwide program to eliminate Polio.

Mordialloc Mens Shed Collaborative hands on assistance with EMERGE

Emerge Project Supporting a local women’s and children’s refuge

Yarrabah School Hands on assistance with the Breakfast Club
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Hello fellow Rotarians,

Once again I am in charge of the roster for the Gnome and Fairy Festival making sure that we have
enough people to cover the many jobs that need doing on the day. To facilitate this could you please
complete the form below and return it tonight to Ernie or Trina or at the next Rotary meeting. If you
are unable to return it then please let me know and I will pop around and pick it up.

Please note that set up will begin at 7.30am and pack up after the Festival will be between 4 and 5pm.
Any time you have to assist will be greatly appreciated.

Name:……………………………………………………...……………………………………

Phone Number:……………………………Email:…………………………….……………….

I am available to assist between: Set up 7.30 to 9.30am, 10am to 12 noon, 12 noon to 2pm, 2 to 4pm
or Pack up 4 to 5pm

My preference for assisting would be to:………………………………………..……………..

I have a spouse, son, daughter, grandchild or friend who is willing to assist?
Please list their name and time they are available below.

NAME TIME AVAILABLE

I appreciate you taking the time to complete this form – it will make my job much easier!! Di
Taranto-Mobile 0400326033-email taranto@bigpond.com
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